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Urgent Care

Primary Care

Family Practice

Internal Medicine

WE DO 
PRIMARY CARE
RIGHT. 

URGENT
CARE

Dr. Lacy

CALL TODAY 
AND GET SEEN FAST!

WALK IN 7 DAYS A WEEK
M-F 8:30 AM - 7 PM

9 AM - 2 PM
10 AM - 2 PM

SAT

SUN

PRIMARY
CARE

OUR 
SERVICES

FOR ALL AGES

New Patients Welcome

WEEKDAYS BY APPOINTMENT

COME 
ON IN.

5675 Roe Boulevard, 
Roeland Park, KS 66205

P: (913) 432-2080
W: SunflowerMed.com

When you or someone in your family needs care, 
waiting months isn't an option. From annual checkups 
and preventive visits to sick appointments and 
minor urgent concerns, our compassionate team 
is ready to see you - quickly. 

We make scheduling simple. 

We welcome new patients. 

We have cash pay options. 

And we're right here in 
your neighborhood. 
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As we head into fall, we continue 
celebrating Mission’s 75th anniversary 
and the stories of the people, 
families, and businesses that have 
helped shape our community. You’ll 
find that this issue of the Mission 
Magazine is filled with them.

Our cover story features Mack 
Hardware, a business whose 
story actually began before there 
even was a City of Mission. The 
Mack family opened its hardware 
business here in 1946, five years 
before our incorporation, and 
today third-generation owner Kelly 
Mack continues a tradition that has 
endured for eight decades. Through 
all the changes along Johnson 
Drive and in the hardware industry, 
Mack Hardware has remained the 
kind of place where customers are 
known, questions are welcomed, and 
someone is always ready to help solve 
a problem.

That same sense of connection is 
the central theme running throughout 
this issue and informing our 75th 
anniversary celebrations.

Another longtime Mission business, 
Mission Kitchen and Bath, celebrates 
more than 30 years of transforming 
homes while building its own family 
legacy. Founded by Al Felman, the 
company now includes his daughter, 
Alexandra Kindred, as co-owner. 
Yet another wonderful example of 
one generation building upon the 
foundation created by the one before it.

For more than 40 years, Keith + 
Associates Dentistry has cared for 
generations of Mission families. What 
Dr. Don Keith began in 1983 has 
grown and evolved under his son, 
Dr. Bill Keith, while remaining firmly 
rooted in Mission. Even their longtime 
home at 6299 Nall has an interesting 
connection to our community’s past 
as the former national headquarters 
of the NCAA.

This issue also introduces you to 
the Bruce family, whose Mission story 
spans five generations. It is difficult to 

separate their family history from the 
history of our community itself. They 
built homes here, raised families here, 
served in Mission’s fire department, 
and found countless other ways to 
give back. Nearly a century after 
Charles and Anna Dake arrived in 
what would eventually become 
Mission, their descendants continue 
that connection today.

Finally, we look back at the history 
of fire service in Mission, from a small 
volunteer department formed in 1939 
to today’s Consolidated Fire District 
No. 2. The equipment, training, 
and responsibilities have changed 
tremendously, but the commitment 
to answering the call and serving 
neighbors has remained constant.

These stories remind us that a 
city’s history is about much more 
than buildings, streets or dates on 
a timeline. It is about people who 
choose a place, invest in it, care for it, 
and pass that sense of belonging to 
the next generation.

As we celebrate 75 years of Mission, 
I hope you enjoy getting to know a 
few more of the people and stories 
that have made us who we are and 
continue to make Mission a special 
place to call home.

                           -Sollie Flora, Mayor
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MACK HARDWARE
A MISSION TRADITION SINCE 1946

Walk through the doors of Mack 
Hardware on Johnson Drive and chances 
are someone will ask what you are looking 
for before you've made it very far.

Maybe it's a particular screw, or a 
replacement piece for something that broke in 
a 70-year-old house. Perhaps it is a plumbing 
fitting you can't quite describe. Or maybe 
you've brought the broken part with you and 
are hoping someone can figure out what it is.

For generations of Mission residents, that's 
simply how a trip to Mack Hardware works.

Mack Hardware traces its roots to 1946, 
five years before Mission incorporated as 
a city in 1951. And today, third-generation 
owner Kelly Mack carries on a family business 
that has watched Mission grow up around it 

 
BEFORE THERE WAS A CITY

The Mack family's history in the hardware 
business is intertwined with its history in 
lumber and building materials.

Kelly's grandfather, W.W. Mack, was 
part of a family with deep roots in the 

Kansas City area's lumber business. Mack 
Lumber Co. operated in the Argentine 
neighborhood of Kansas City, Kansas, 
where the elder Mack relocated to from 
upstate New York in the late 1890’s, 
with the family eventually expanding its 
business interests across the county line.

Mack Hardware in Mission dates its 
beginning to 1946, when Mission was still 
unincorporated. At the time, the community 
clustered around Johnson Drive with the 
surrounding countryside rapidly giving 
way to postwar suburban development. 
Returning veterans were starting families. 
Houses were going up throughout 
northeast Johnson County. New streets, 
schools and businesses followed. 

Kelly Mack recalls that the original 
location of Mack Hardware in Mission was 
just a few blocks east of where it stands 
now on Johnson Drive. The current building 
was built by Mack’s grandfather in 1948 and 
housed several different businesses on the 
east and west ends of the building prior to 

Mack’s expansion into those spaces. The 
hardware store has always occupied the 
center part of the building. 

Before an expansion in 2016, the west 
end of Mack Hardware previously housed 
A-1 Direct Maytag and before that was 
the headquarters for The Gas Service 
Company, the predecessor to Kansas 

Kelly Mack, owner of Mack Hardware in Mission, is the third-generation owner of this family business.

Story and Photos by Robyn Fulks

A payment drop box and safe in the front wall of 
Mack Hardware hearkens back to the pre-2016 ex-
pansion and when the space housed The Gas Service 
Company, the predecessor to Kansas Gas Service.
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Gas Service. You can still find the original 
payment drop box and safe in the front 
wall of Mack Hardware if you know where 
to look. The east part of Mack Hardware, 
prior to expansion in 1994, housed Nolte’s 
Carpet and O.M. Ashe’s clothing store 
prior to the eastward expansion.

 
A FAMILY BUSINESS

The second generation of the family 
was Kelly's father, Schuyler Mack. Born in 
Kansas City, Kansas, in 1932, he eventually 
became president and owner of both 
Mack Lumber Co. and Mack True Value 
Hardware. Mack Lumber remained in 
Argentine until it closed in 1988 due 
to urban renewal development in the 
area, while the Mission hardware store 
continued to grow.

When Schuyler passed away in 2021, 
he left a business legacy that had already 
passed to another generation. 

Kelly has operated the Mission store 
for approximately three decades. Family 
businesses lasting three generations are 
increasingly uncommon. Independent 
neighborhood hardware stores may be 
even more so.

 
BECOMING A TRUE VALUE

The Mack family joined the True Value 
brand in 1968 and has remained part of the 
conglomerate ever since. As an independent 
hardware store, joining True Value gave Mack 
Hardware more buying power and name 
recognition and opened up opportunities to 
carry more products their customers were 
looking for. “Becoming part of the True 
Value brand was an easy decision for us. (It 
meant) more buying power, a larger reach, 
and stronger support for our small business,” 
Kelly shared about the family’s decision to 
make the move.

Mack is proud of their True Value 
connections and their long-standing 
success with the brand. The True Value 
sign became familiar on Johnson Drive, but 
the name before it, Mack, remained the 
important one locally.

 
SURVIVING THE BIG BOXES

The retail world has changed dramatically 
since 1946. Shopping centers replaced 
more traditional downtown districts. 
Home improvement warehouses arrived, 
offering endless aisles of merchandise, but 

Mack Hardware stayed. Its competitive 
advantage wasn't size, it was knowledge.

Customers routinely describe a store 
where employees don't simply point toward 
an aisle but help figure out the problem. 
Today's store offers the kinds of products 
and practical assistance that have long 
defined the neighborhood hardware store.

Mack credits his customers, more like 
friends or family, rather than just people 
stopping in to buy a nut or a bolt. With 
personalized service provided by his 
knowledgeable and loyal staff, and his 
smile and warm welcome most often found 
in the aisles or behind the cash register, 
Kelly has grown his family business while 
remaining true to the customer service-
oriented, helpful, and welcoming place his 
grandfather built.

It is an old-fashioned business model 
that remains surprisingly relevant: Bring 
us the problem and we'll help you solve 
it. That relationship with customers has 
allowed Mack Hardware to hold its own 
even with national home-improvement 

retailers just minutes away. 
 

EIGHT DECADES ON JOHNSON DRIVE
Mack Hardware's story doesn't simply 

occupy a place in Mission history. It 
predates the city itself. Since W.W. Mack 
opened the doors in 1946, Mission became 
a city. Johnson Drive evolved from a small-
town commercial street into the heart of 
a growing inner-ring suburb. Generations 
of families bought their first homes, raised 
children, remodeled kitchens, fixed leaky 
faucets, planted gardens and patched 
together things they weren't quite ready to 
replace.

And for the entirety of the city’s history, 
someone named Mack has been behind 
the counter at Mack Hardware ready to 
help. There are larger hardware stores. 
There are newer hardware stores. But it 
would be difficult to find one with deeper 
Mission roots.

Mack Hardware is located at 6004 
Johnson Drive and can be reached at 
913.432.3104.

Kelly Mack and his staff are dedicated to helping customers tackle projects big and small.

"Becoming part of the True Value brand was an 
easy decision for us. (It meant) more buying power, 
a larger reach, and stronger support for our small 
business.”          
		  – Kelly Mack, owner of Mack Hardware
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(913) 624-9488 • missionbricks.com

HOURS: Monday - Friday: 11am - 7pm
Saturday: 10am - 7pm | Sunday 11am - 6pm

5327 Johnson Drive, Mission KS
Mission, KSMission, KS

BUY • SELL • TRADE
GENUINE LEGO  SETS, BRICKS, & MINIFIGS®

20% OFF
One prebuilt LEGO  set!®

20% OFF
 set!

One coupon per customer. Expires 11/30/2026. 
Valid only at Bricks & Minifigs Mission, KS

Locally Owned & Operated

Couponcode: MISSIONMAG

SIX WEEKS
$99

INTRO SPECIAL!
SIGN UP NOW!
AGES 3-7 YEARS OLD

STARTING AT AGE 3 AND UP (913) 638-3490

5834 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas 66202 
www.fiorellasboutique.com

At Fiorella's Boutique, our 
main goal is to help you 

elevate your everyday style.  
We'd also LOVE to help you add 
items to your closet that scream 

sparkle and fun!
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By Mia Katz
Photos by Mission resident

Gregory Kindred

MISSION
KITCHEN AND BATH

FATHER / DAUGHTER DUO 
CELEBRATE 30 YEARS OF 
REWARDING REMODELS

Mission Kitchen and Bath understands 
the importance of kith and kin in the 
remodeling and repair of every kitchen and 
bath. Started in 1994 by Al A. Felman, CKBR 
(Certified Kitchen and Bath Remodeler) the 
more than 30-year-old business has done 
more than assist homeowners across the 
Kansas City area in reimagining kitchens, 
bathrooms, and interiors that welcome 
family and friends with personalized designs 
and meticulous craftsmanship. In 2015, 
the undertaking became a family affair as 
(aptly named) daughter Alexandra (Felman) 
Kindred joined the enterprise as a part-time 
office assistant while studying at Johnson 
County Community College – an evolution 
that turned full-time and ultimately led to 
her current role of co-owner.

“At first, it was a convenient and flexible 
way to earn some income while I was in 
school,” Kindred says. “However, I found 
that I really enjoyed the work. I discovered 
that I had a natural ability to relate to 
people, which made the client-facing parts 
of the role really rewarding. As I took on 
more and more responsibilities, eventually 

coming on full-time in 2020, I came to 
realize that I could make a real impact and 
help improve the company.”

Kindred has memories of the business 
when she says it began in the dining room 
of her family home on West 60th Terrace 
down the street from old Mission Mall, 

Mission Kitchen and Bath understands the 
importance of kith and kin in the remodeling 

and repair of every kitchen and bath.

Mission Kitchen 
and Bath 
Co-Owners Al 
A. Felman and 
Alexandra (Fel-
man) Kindred



where she and her sister, Ali, were raised.
“Back then, the business was a one-

man show,” she says, with her father, 
a longtime veteran of the residential 
construction industry, doing it all … 
estimating, bookkeeping, selling jobs, 
even swinging a hammer. “My family 
moved to a larger house on the other 
side of Mission in 2001 and my dad was 
able to carve out space in the basement 
for the growing business.” Eventually, the 
business grew too big for the basement, 
and a new place to rent was discovered 
just down the street. “We only recently 
moved to another location, still in 
Mission,” Kindred says. So, we’ve been 
in Mission for our entire 30+ years of 
business!”

 Kindred credits her father for 
building what she says is a “really 
incredible foundation” as evidenced 
by their longevity and stream of repeat 
customers. “I see my role as bringing 
us into the modern age, updating the 
foundation so that we can keep going 
for another 30 years,” she says.  She 
thanks him for instilling not only practical 
wisdom, but also the most critical values 
of transparency and honesty – something 
she shares sets the business apart from 
those of other remodelers.

“We break everything down, part by 
part, item by item, so that the client feels 
like they know what is going on and that 
they have agency and control over the 
process,” she says. “Our competitors 
don’t spend this kind of time up front. It’s 
a lot more work on our end, but it’s worth 
it to make sure that the client is happy – 
not only with the end result, but with the 
entire process.”

Reflecting upon the business he began 
in Mission all those years ago, Felman 
recalls one especially challenging project 
with a happy result was the remodeling 
of a 1922 second floor bath in a concrete 
home located in Brookside.

“We suspect that the builder had 
been trying to prove you could build 
with concrete as economically as wood 
framing, so the whole thing was poured 
concrete — exterior walls, interior floors, 
support joists, everything,” he says. 
“The interior walls were concrete with 
expanded steel wire mesh. The real 
challenge was that the bath's interior 
walls followed the line of an adjoining 
circular staircase, so nothing was square 
or straightforward. We enlarged the 
shower and tiled all the walls and flooring 
to work with that curved layout. It was 
technically demanding and required a lot 
of on-the-fly problem solving, but when 
it was done, it turned out to be a real 
showstopper.”

Contributing to the team’s success is 
the fact that all of the work  is handled 
in-house.

 “Our project managers are also our 
estimators and designers,” Kindred says. 
“And our craftspeople are our employees, 
not subcontractors. That matters to us. 
When someone is working in your home, 
we know who they are, we've trained 
them, and we stand behind their work.”

Felman echoes his daughter in 
explaining the business is employee-
driven, from designer-project managers 
to their talented craftsmen. “That's how 
we've built this business and how we 
keep the quality consistent,” he says.

Both father and daughter share their 
best advice for 30 years of business 
success is The Golden Rule.

“In my experience, you can judge a 
company's performance by how well they 
treat their employees,” Felman shares, 
and his daughter agrees. “This especially 
applies to tradespeople. So at the end of 

the day, be fair in all your dealings: 
with your clients, your suppliers, your 
partners. Treat people right, and the 
business will follow.”

 Mission Kitchen and Bath can be found 
at its new location at 5800 Foxridge Dr, 
Suite 105, Mission, KS 66202. Learn more 
at www.missionkb.com or on Facebook at 
facebook.com/MissionKitchenBath.
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Al and Alexandra  perform a final walk-through for a 
remodel in a Mission home.

"I see my role as bringing us into the 
modern age, updating the foundation 
so that we can keep going for another 
30 years.”          	 – Alexandra Kindred
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Request a design consultation today!
Visit our website at missionkb.com
5845 Horton, Mission, KS 66202
913-362-4242

3 Award winning 
3  Outstanding reputation for

design and craftsmanship
3 Professional design assistance
3  NARI certified kitchen and 

bath remodeler and certified 
lead carpenters

3  Our highly skilled carpenters 
are our employees

 Award winning
 Outstanding reputation for

design and craftsmanship
 Professional design assistance
 NARI certified kitchen and

bath remodeler and certified
lead carpenters

 Our highly skilled carpenters
are our employees

Request a design consultation today!
Visit our website at missionkb.com 

913-362-4242
5800 Foxridge Dr, Suite 105, Mission, KS 66202
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6200 Martway St.  |  Mission, KS 66202  |  913.722.8200  |  missionks.org

Haunt for Fun  
this Fall with  

Mission Parks  
+ Recreation

Upcoming Events

Spooky Walk
F: October 16, 6PM | FREE 
Streamway Park 
Shuttle service from Broadmoor Park

Symphony in the Park 
S: October 18, 6PM | FREE | Mohawk Park 
KC Symphony Mobile Music Box. Bring your own seating.

Thanks for Seniors
TH: November 19, 11:30AM | $15/person 
Powell Community Center

Holiday Lights + Festive Sights
F: December 4, 6PM | FREE 
Powell Community Center

Winter Waterland
F: December 18, 6PM | $10/child 
Powell Community Center

Oct 

16

Oct 

18

Nov 

19

Dec 

4

Jan 

8

Birthday Party? 
Family Gatherings?
We’ve got the space!

• Celebration 

• Holiday Party 

• Meeting Rooms 

• Wedding Reception 

• Team Practice 

• Fun Party Packages 

Let Us Host Your Event

Up to 200 people. 
Small rooms also available.



`

www.thebarskc.com
Like us on Facebook

THE BAR IN MISSION
6101 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS 66202 

913-387-4033

THE BAR AT WEST PLAZA 
1121 W 47th St., Kansas City, MO  64111

816-216-6485

THE BAR OLATHE
14871 151st Street, Olathe, KS 66062

913-839-3800 

THE BAR PRAIRIE VILLAGE
5316 W. 95th St., Prairie Village, KS 66207

913-370-7030

Brunch Menu Available Saturday & Sunday

Happy Hour Monday-Friday 2-6pm

4 LOCATIONS

Professional Numismatist

Family-Owned Since 1969

• Provide coin and currency appraisals 
• Evaluate estates 
•  Buy and sell gold, silver, platinum, and palladium bullion and 

numismatic coins
• Work with collectors, heirs, and executors to explain and organize

Precious metals have reached all time highs in 2026
Highest values in history

American Numismatic Association A-118358; Life member-645
Industry Council for Tangible Assets, Inc. (ICTA)

Professional Numismatic Guild (PNG) 
Past President and Board Member
Kansas Numismatic Association

Johnson County Numismatic Association

House of Stuart, Ltd.
Gary Sturtridge D  Robin Tummons  5960 Lamar  Mission, KS 66202

913-831-1684

We evaluate fine jewelry 
and a vast array of collectibles. 

Our appraisal fee is reasonable and 
we provide current market values. The House of 

Stuart has developed a reputation of honesty and 
professional integrity through dedicated effort to 
deliver value and quality in every transaction. We 

strive for good business relationships 
and appreciate 

referrals.

Bank References Available
Investor in three local banks since 1976
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

First Wednesday every month, 6:30 
p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Fourth Wednesday every month, 7 
p.m. 

GOVERNING BODY 

Trent Boultinghouse …… 

Arcie Rothrock ............ 913.568.2872 

Ken Davis ................... 913.669.7095 

Fall Yard Waste 
Tips 
As the leaves begin to fall 
you may be wondering what 
to do with your yard waste. 
Mission residents have sev-
eral options for Fall yard 
clean up, such as mulching 
the leaves, composting the leaves, or disposing of them through 
the weekly trash pickup. 

If you decide to bag your leaves, please ensure the yard waste is 
in biodegradable paper bags or in containers clearly marked “Yard 
Waste.” Plastic bags will not be accepted for yard waste and set 
outs should not weigh more than 40 pounds. Each household is 
allowed 10 bags or bundles of yard waste set outs per week.   

If you choose to compost your leaves, make sure to regularly turn 
the compost pile to prevent it from becoming a nuisance to neigh-
boring properties. While leaves blowing from one property to an-
other is not a violation of City Code, please consider doing your 
part to keep our neighborhoods looking clean and tidy! 

In September, Mission voters 
will have the opportunity to 
consider renewal of the exist-
ing dedicated street sales 
which helps to fund essential 
street maintenance and infrastructure projects city wide.  

Street maintenance remains a high priority for Mission resi-
dents. In the 2021 citizen satisfaction survey, 89% of residents 
expressed support for increased City investment in the mainte-
nance of neighborhood streets, and 79% indicated support for 
increased investment in Mission’s major thoroughfares.  

The sales tax, approved by voters in 2011 will expire in March 
2022. This summer, the City Council voted to place the renewal 
question on a special mail ballot election to be held in Septem-
ber. 

For more information on the sales tax renewal, the projects 
completed over the last ten years, and projects proposed for 
the next ten years, and how to vote, please visit the City’s web-
site at www.missionks.org/pavingtheway or contact Emily Ran-
del at 913.676.8368. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Community Development,
Finance and Administration

First Wednesday every month 6:30 p.m.
(overflow business considered on the second 
Wednesday of the month as necessary).

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Third Wednesday every month	 7 p.m.

COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS
Fourth Wednesday every month	 7 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public.
Visit the calendar at www.missionks.org 
for a complete listing of meetings.

MAYOR
Sollie Flora	 913.676.8351

WARD I COUNCIL MEMBERS
Josepha Haden Chomphosy	 479.283.2658 
Wanda Vaughn	 913.676.8350	  

WARD II COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mary Ryherd	 913.276.0565
Sam Komosa	 913.346.1458

WARD III COUNCIL MEMBERS
Debbie Kring	 816.803.1520
Brian Schmid	 913.909.9041

WARD IV COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ben Chociej	 816.332.7985 
Cheryl Carpenter-Davis	 816.807.0605

GOVERNING BODY

MISSION CITY HALL
6090 Woodson |  Mission, KS 66202

Open Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

P	 913.	676.	8350

Mission’s Family Adoption Program 
Kicks off 20th Season
	 For many local families, the holiday season brings celebrations, tradi-
tions and time spent together. But for some it can also bring added fi-
nancial stress. For twenty years, Mission’s Family Adoption Program has 
helped make the season a little bright-
er by connecting the generosity of our 
community with families who might 
benefit from some extra support.
	 The program has become a mean-
ingful Mission tradition, bringing to-
gether residents, businesses, commu-
nity organizations and City employees 
to provide gifts and other assistance 
during the holidays. The details may 
change from year to year, but the goal remains simple: making sure 
Mission families know their community is thinking about them.
	 Last year we served approximately 70 families with a meal at 
Thanksgiving, and gifts and grocery gift cards for the winter holiday. 
This year, Mayor Sollie Flora is asking for support from residents, local 
businesses, and community partners through the Mayor’s Holiday Giv-
ing Fund. Your contributions, help us respond to needs as the holiday 
season approaches.
	 One of the things that makes the program special is that people 
adopt a family and shop for requested items. You can take tag from 
the angel tree, make a financial contribution or help behind the scenes. 
Together, these individual acts of generosity add up to something 
much bigger.
	 Whether you are a long-time supporter or would like to consider 
getting involved for the first time, we hope you will join us! With your 
support we can help make the holidays brighter for families right here 
at home.
	 Additional information about the 2026 Family Adoption Program, 
including how to adopt a family, contribute to the Mayor’s Holiday Giv-
ing Fund or otherwise participate can be found on the City’s website 
at www.missionks.org.
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Support Your Local Businesses 
During Johnson Drive Construction
	 If you have traveled Johnson Drive between Metcalf Avenue 
and Lamar Avenue recently, you already know: construction 
is underway, and getting through the corridor requires some 
extra patience.
	 The work along Johnson Drive is one of the largest infra-
structure projects the City has undertaken in recent years. With 
a total investment of more than $12 million, the project rep-
resents much more than simply putting a new surface on the 
street. When completed, the corridor will include reconstruct-
ed pavement, significant stormwater improvements, upgraded 
traffic signals and streetlights, improved sidewalks and pedes-
trian connections, landscaping, new amenities and a HAWK 
pedestrian crossing.
	 The project is supported by $6 million in federal transporta-
tion funding and approximately $1.8 million through Johnson 
County’s CARS program, substantially reducing amount of local funding.
	 We have to admit, however, that getting from today to the finished product, is challenging.
	 Construction began this summer, and the traffic-control necessary to complete the work safely and effi-
ciently has created delays for motorists and, more importantly, real impacts for businesses along Johnson 
Drive. The City understands the frustrations and is working constantly with the contractor to minimize im-
pacts wherever possible.
	 Please remember, all of the impacted businesses (listed on the opposite page) are still open, and 
they need your support.
	 Throughout construction, access to businesses will be maintained, although the route you use to reach a 
particular destination may change as work progresses. Drivers should watch for signs, allow additional travel 
time and use extra caution around construction crews and equipment.
	 The inconvenience we are experiencing now is tied to a much larger investment in Johnson Drive’s future. 
Beyond replacing aging infrastructure, the project is designed to create a safer, more accessible and more 
attractive corridor for motorists, pedestrians, residents and businesses.
	 Major projects like this require patience, and we appreciate everyone who has adjusted a route, slowed 
down through a work zone or made an extra effort to visit a favorite Johnson Drive business.
	 There is plenty of work still ahead, but each phase brings us closer to a Johnson Drive built to serve 
Mission for decades to come. For project updates and 
additional information, visit the City's website, or contact 
the Public Works Department at 913-676-8375.

16
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American Heart Association
Arby’s
Associates at Hope Harbor, LLC
Atlas Autism Health
Avellutos
Azura Credit Union
Big Biscuit
Blue Cardinal Chemical
Blue Spruce Medical
Burger King
Chase Bank
Chik fil A
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Clinical Counseling Associates
Come Back Agency
Crumbl Cookie
Culvers
CVS Pharmacy
Data Migration Resources
David L. Carter, LTD.
Dollar Tree
Edward Jones (Steve Anderson/
Kaleb Stoppel)
Empire Pets Grooming
Exact Performance Auto
Goodburn Financial
Great Tanz
Headless Hands Custom Tattoos
Healing Hands Primary Care
Hy-Vee
IDEOLITY

Jeruselam Café
Jiffy Lube
KH Automotive
Kansas City Brazilian Jiu Jitsu
Kawaii Piano Shop
Little Lamb’s Preschool
LODAS
Los Gallitos Mexican Grill
McDonalds
Mission Animal Clinic
Mission Chiropractic & Wellness
Mission DMV Office
Mission Kitchen and Bath
Mission Pawn/House of Stuart
Mission Pet Mart
Mud Pie Bakery
Natural Grocer
New Chinatown
Oasis Nails
Panera
Parkway Direct Primary Care Clinic
Pizza Hut
Planet Fitness
Planet Sub
Plato’s Closet
Popeye’s
Pride Cleaners
Rally House
Resilient Mindset Mental Health 
& Wellness
Royal Shine Car Wash

S. Laing DDS
Security Bank of Kansas City
Select Physical Therapy
SERC Physical Therapy
Sherwin Williams
Slim Chickens
Smoothie King
SoftDoes
Sonic
SparkChange
Sport Clips
State Farm – Kellen Guinn Agency
Starbucks
Stem Hair and Body Salon
Sunrise Tours
Swig
Taco Bell
Thai Orchid
The Doc Shop
The Land Source
The Laundry Craft
The Other Place
Tidal Wave Car Wash/Auto Spa
Titan Wealth Advisory, LLC
United States Construction, LLC

All Businesses Along Johnson 
Drive/Martway Are Open!
	 Your support and continued patronage are important during 
construction. If they were worth visiting before, they are worth the 
extra effort to get there now.
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Mission’s 2027 Budget Adopted
	 After several months of discussion, review and community conversation, Mission’s 2027 budget was formally 
adopted in mid-September. At every stage of the 2027 budget discussions, the City Council and staff focused on 
maintaining the services residents rely on today while preparing for the future needs and investments.
	 The 2027 budget process centered around five basic questions: Where are we today? What has changed? 
What do we need to maintain? What choices do we need to make? And where are we headed? Those 
questions guided conversations with the City Council throughout the process and provided a framework for 
sharing information with residents. To review the complete recommendations and considerations presented in 
connection with the 2027 Budget, please visit the City’s website at missionks.org and search “Budget Devel-
opment Process.”
	 The 2027 budget holds the City’s mill levy 
constant at 22.025 mills. While growth in prop-
erty values generates additional revenue for 
the City (approximately $135,000 in 2027). 
For every dollar of property tax residents and 
businesses pay, $0.19 goes to Mission. All other 
taxing jurisdictions receiving the majority of 
property tax dollars paid ($0.81).
	 The 2027 budget continues funding for core 
services including police, public works, parks and recreation, community development and general City oper-
ations, while also looking ahead to significant infrastructure and organizational needs. Investments in streets 

and outdoor parks continue to be a central 
focus in the City’s annual budget. Additionally, 
maintaining a strong fund balance (reserves) is 
an important priority for the Governing Body.
	 Mission continues to leverage outside 
resources whenever possible, bringing in more 
than $19.56 million over the last six years 
alone. Federal, state and county funding helps 
stretch local dollars further on major infra-
structure projects, including the Johnson Drive 
reconstruction, stormwater improvements and 
outdoor park amenities.
	 Following adoption, the budget becomes 
the financial roadmap for the coming year, but 
the work of planning ahead never really stops.
	 Thanks to everyone who has followed the 
process, asked questions and helped shape 
the conversation about Mission’s priorities and 
future. We look forward to continuing to serve 
you.
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In a community celebrating 75 years of 
history, some of the best stories are found 
in businesses that become part of everyday 
life. These are the places generations of 
families visit and names longtime residents 
recognize because they continue to call 
Mission home. 

For more than four decades, the dental 
practice Mission residents know today as 
Keith + Associates Dentistry has been one 
of those places.

The story began in 1983, when Dr. 
Donald “Don” Keith established his dental 
practice in Mission. Before becoming a 

dentist, Keith earned a degree in pharmacy 
and later graduated from the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City School of Dentistry. 

Over the years, Keith developed a 
patient base that included Mission 
residents and families from throughout 
northeast Johnson County. 

“I grew my practice in Mission by getting 
to know the people. I was a part of the 
chamber, attended city council meetings 
and even considered running for mayor at 
one point,” says Dr. Don Keith. 

Longtime residents may remember the 
practice by another name: Keith & Wilson.

The Keith & Wilson name became familiar 
when Keith practiced in partnership with Dr. 
Barry Wilson. Dr. Wilson eventually retired 
for health reasons, but the name remained 
part of Mission’s collective memory. 
 
A PERMANENT HOME ON NALL

In 1990, the growing practice moved to 
6299 Nall Avenue, establishing the location 
that remains its home more than 35 years 
later.

The address already had an interesting 
place in Mission history. In 1973, the 
national headquarters of the NCAA 

By Laura Smith  •  Photos provided by Keith + Associates

MORE THAN 40 YEARS OF SMILES
A MISSION DENTAL PRACTICE GROWS WITH THE COMMUNITY 

Dr. Don Keith and son Dr. Bill Keith have offered dental 
services for more than four decades in Mission.
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Bright and functional spaces 
welcome patients to the clinic.

relocated there from downtown Kansas 
City, Missouri, operating in Mission for 
more than 25 years before relocating to 
Indianapolis in 1999.  
 

A SECOND GENERATION
Keith’s son, Dr. Bill Keith, didn’t initially 

follow a straight path into the family 
business.

Before becoming a dentist, Bill built 
a career that included work in finance, 
accounting and real estate. Eventually, 
dentistry, and the family practice in 
Mission, called him in a new direction. He 
attended the UMKC School of Dentistry, 
the same dental school as his father, joined 
the profession and purchased the practice 
from his father in 2018.

For a family-owned business, transitioning 
from one generation to the next raises 
a challenge: How do you preserve 
relationships and a reputation built over 
decades while preparing for the future?

For Keith + Associates, the answer was a 
combination of continuity and investment.

“When I graduated and knew we needed 
to expand, there was never a choice to 
leave the location we had come to love 
over the years. It was our home; in fact 
we decided to purchase the building for 
the sole purpose of making sure we could 
never be displaced,” says Dr. Bill Keith.

Soon after the transition, the Mission 
office underwent a major renovation and 
expansion. In 2019, the practice grew from 
approximately 13 treatment rooms to 23 
and incorporated new technology and 
services, including digital tools, same-day 
crown capabilities and an in-house dental 
laboratory. 
 
PASSING THE TORCH

In April 2022, nearly four decades after 
opening his practice, Don Keith retired.

By then, what began as a single dentist’s 
practice had grown into Keith + Associates 
Dentistry, with multiple dentists and an 
expanded range of services.

Yet the family connection remained. In 
fact, keeping it all in the family, Dr. Bill 

is married to Ashley (Wilson) Keith, Dr. 
Wilson’s niece. Ashley has served as the 
office’s COO for nearly 10 years. 

Today, someone walking through the 
doors at 6299 Nall enters a modern dental 
practice with layers of Mission history, too.

There is the young dentist who chose 
Mission in 1983, the Keith & Wilson name 
remembered by longtime residents, a 
building with its own unusual history and a 
son who followed his father into dentistry.

Seventy-five years of Mission history is 
made up of stories just like this one — 
businesses and families that put down 
roots, grow, change and choose to stay.

For the Keith family, that story has been 
unfolding in Mission across generations, 
and there are plenty of smiles to show for it.

Keith + Associates Dentistry is located at 
6299 Nall Ave, Mission, KS 66202. To learn 
more, visit missiondentist.com.

 DID YOU KNOW? 
March Madness Has Mission Roots

Before patients visited 6299 Nall Avenue for dental appointments, the building was 
part of a much different Mission story. It served as the national headquarters for the 
NCAA from 1973 until 1999 when it was relocated to Indianapolis.  

During those years, the committee selecting teams for the NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament met at the Mission headquarters. Historical accounts place those 
meetings on the building’s third floor, the same floor where Keith + Associates can 
now be found. That means some early decisions that helped shape what we now know 
as March Madness were made right here in Mission.

From college athletics to community dentistry, 6299 Nall has more than one story to tell.

"When I graduated and knew we 
needed to expand, there was never 
a choice to leave the location we 
had come to love over the years. It 
was our home, in fact we decided to 
purchase the building for the sole 
purpose of making sure we could 
never be displaced.”          	 – Dr. Bill Keith

Photo
provided by
The Kansas City 
Star Archives
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FIVE
GENERATIONS,
ONE MISSION

Some families trace their history through 
old photographs or names written in family 
Bibles. For the Bruce family, much of that 
history can be traced through the homes 
and streets of Mission.

There is the house at 5212 Riggs where 
Charles and Anna Dake settled a century 
ago, the home at 6520 W. 53rd St. that has 
remained in the family for generations, and 
the house on Lamar that became the scene 
of both tragedy and renewal.

Together, those places tell the story of a 

family that didn’t just watch Mission grow. 
They helped build it, protect it and make it 
home. 
 
A FAMILY ARRIVES IN MISSION

The story begins in 1926, when Charles 
Dake came home to the family’s Kansas 
City, Missouri, house and announced to his 
wife, Anna, that he had found a farm to buy.

They loaded their four children into the 
car and headed to 5212 Riggs Road in 
rural Johnson County. What Charles called 

a “farm” was essentially four residential 
lots with a two-bedroom house, but they 
bought it anyway.

Anna planted gardens, fruit trees and 
an orchard. The family kept chickens and 
had a canning cellar in the basement, 
while Charles delivered ice for the City Ice 
Company.

The Dakes had found their home in 
what would eventually become the City of 
Mission. 
 

???????? ?????? ????? ??????????

This story has been updated from a story by Heather Swann 
originally published in a 2011 issue of the Mission Magazine.
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The second and third generations of the family to live in Mission were, from left, Frank, Gertrude, Murrel Sr. and Dick Bruce.

The home at 6520 W. 53rd Street 
has been in the same family for 
four generations. Frank Bruce 
(center) bought his parents’ home 
in 1961. His daughter, Deborah 
(Bruce) Rushing, purchased the 
house in 1997 where the family’s 
fifth generation, Jackson and Julia 
Rushing were raised.

Photo credit: Greyson Bruce
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BUILDING AND PROTECTING A 
COMMUNITY

Their daughter, Gertrude, met Murrel 
Francis Bruce at a dance at Campbell’s 
Lake. The couple married and moved into a 
one-room house near 58th and Woodson, 
where their son, Murrel Francis “Frank” 
Bruce Jr., was born May 10, 1938 — on the 
kitchen table.

Mission looked very different then. 
Johnson Drive was a two-lane brick 
highway, the community had one 
streetlight and just over 30 businesses, 
and cows, chickens and even a few horses 
could still be found nearby.

“Mission was a great place to grow up,” 
Frank remembers. “All the charm of a 
small town, but a short bus ride to all the 
amenities of a big city.”

In 1939, Murrel became involved with 
the community’s fledgling volunteer fire 
department. What began when someone 
discovered he knew how to drive the 
department’s new Dodge fire truck grew 
into a 46-year career. Murrel eventually 
became full-time chief of Mission Fire 
District No. 1, retiring in 1984.

He and his brother also helped physically 
build the community they protected, 
constructing about 20 homes in Mission.

Public service passed to the next 
generation. Frank joined the volunteer fire 
department at 21 and served for 30 years, 
including approximately two decades as 
assistant fire chief.

 
HOMES PASSED THROUGH 
GENERATIONS

The Bruce family’s ties to Mission can 
also be followed through its houses.

In 1948, Murrel and Gertrude moved 
to 6520 W. 53rd St. When they moved to 
5706 Lamar in 1961, Frank purchased the 
53rd Street house. He later purchased his 
parents’ Lamar home.

That house became the site of tragedy 
on March 8, 1995, when a basement 
fire resulted in the line-of-duty death of 
firefighter Donald Koebel. The house was 
rebuilt, and Frank and his family returned 
exactly one year later.

Deborah Bruce Rushing, Frank’s 
daughter, spent part of her childhood 
at the 53rd Street home and purchased 
it herself in 1997. Her children, Julia and 

Jackson, 
became the fifth generation to call Mission 
home. 
 
FIVE GENERATIONS — AND A 
“MISSION TRADITION”

Today, Julia is a University of Kansas 
graduate living in Olathe, but she hopes 
to return to Mission when she is ready 
to purchase a home. Jackson remains a 
Mission resident.

Deborah has continued the family 
tradition of public service. After nearly a 
decade working in special education at 
Rushton Elementary, she graduated from 
the Kansas Law Enforcement Training 
Center and joined the Shawnee Mission 
School District Police Department. She 
now serves as a school resource officer at 
Shawnee Mission South.

Frank also remained active in Mission 
long after his firefighting days, serving on 

several 
boards and commissions and as the city’s 
first historian.

For Deborah, that willingness to 
participate is as much a part of Mission’s 
history as the houses her family has 
called home. She created the “I Grew Up 
In Mission” Facebook page to connect 
current and former residents who share 
those memories and the attachment she 
calls “Mission Tradition.”

“Neighbors still make an effort to get 
to know one another and help each other 
out,” she said.

A century after Charles Dake brought 
Anna to see a “farm” she wasn’t 
particularly impressed with, their 
descendants have built homes, raised 
families, answered fire calls and served 
their community all while continuing to call 
Mission home.

The first generation of the family, Anna and Charles Dake, moved to Mission in 1926. They lived at 5212 Riggs.

"Mission was a great place to grow 
up. All the charm of a small town, but 
a short bus ride to all the amenities 
of a big city.”          	 – Frank Bruce
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F I R S T  C L A S S  F R E E

LIFTING HEAVY WEIGHTS and human spirits
Coach-led workouts | Real community | Fitness for every level

www.missionbarbell.com | 5916 Maple St. 

NURTURING PASSION.
NOURISHING PURPOSE.

A menu made just for you — 
with countless combinations of 
whole fruits, organic veggies and 
nutritional enhancers for endless 
ways to Rule The Day.

6600 Johnson Dr. Mission, KS 66202 (913) 384-8948
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POSITIVE HEALTH EXPERIENCES FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
LLEEAARRNNIINNGG22FFLLYY    FFIITTNNEESSSS

CLASSES EVERY DAY! 

Strength Based
Mobility Focused

Easy on Joints
High-Intensity

No Impact

iAMLearning2Fly.com | 913-262-2600
5636 Johnson Dr. (and Reeds)

LAGREE FITNESS 
BENEFITS: 

NEW STUDENT SPECIAL!
4 CLASSES for $33

Feel AND see full-body
effects immediately

Similar to Pilates, but done on a MegaformerLAGREE FULL BODY
WORKOUT IN 45 MINUTES
Similar to Pilates, but done on a Megaformer
CHOOSE PROGRESS OVER PERFECTION. ONE OF THE BIGGEST REASONS PEOPLE

GIVE UP ON THEIR HEALTH IS BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE THEY HAVE TO BE PERFECT.
THEY MISS ONE WORKOUT AND THINK THEY’VE FAILED.

PERFECTION IS NOT THE GOAL. CONSISTENCY IS.
PROGRESS IS BUILT BY RETURNING TO GOOD HABITS AGAIN AND AGAIN.

2 NEW STUDENT SPECIALS!
$0 for 7 DAYS!  

(We’ll loan you money :)
4 classes for $33
Must RSVP online

iAMLearning2Fly.com | 913-262-2600

It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live Them

Come see our Newly Renovated Community
Condo-style Residences with unique inclusive offerings.

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center included, right next door

UUnnddeerrggrroouunndd  HHeeaatteedd  PPaarrkkiinngg  GGaarraaggee,,  SSoocciiaall  AAccttiivviittiieess  •  AAllll  UUttiilliittiieess  ––  iinncclluuddiinngg

  HHiigghh  SSppeeeedd  IInntteerrnneett  &&  CCaabbllee  •  AAggiinngg--iinn--PPllaaccee  SSeerrvviicceess  

CChheeff  PPrreeppaarreedd  MMeeaallss  MMoonn..  --  FFrrii  ––  FFlleexxiibbllee    MMeeaall  OOppttiioonnss  •  EEsssseennttiiaall  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn

CCaallll  ffoorr  YYoouurr  CCoommmmuunniittyy  TToouurr  &&  PPrriicciinngg  991133--440033--88220000 
View 3-D Floor Plans and photo gallery   wwwwww..mmiissssiioonn--ssqquuaarree--ssaalleess..ccoomm

 6220 Martway   Mission, Ks 66202 

VViissiitt  WWeebbssiittee
mmiissssiioonn--ssqquuaarree--ssaalleess..ccoomm

Tours by
Appointment

Mon thru Friday

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR CHURCH

BUT NOT
YOUR FAITH?

TrinityAnglicanParish.org

Scripture Tradition Reason

THIS PUBLICATION IS

POWERED BY  
LOCAL BUSINESS.
The advertisers featured in these pages 
help make community resources  
like this possible.

Please support the businesses  
and organizations that invest in  
staying connected with the  
people they serve.

SHOP LOCAL. 
HIRE LOCAL. 
REFER LOCAL.
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In Mission’s early days, protecting a 
growing community from fire depended 
heavily on neighbors helping neighbors. 
Fire stations were modest; equipment was 
limited and most of the people answering 
the call were volunteers.
From those beginnings grew a fire service 

that would evolve alongside Mission itself, 
eventually becoming part of the larger 
regional Consolidated Fire District No. 2 
(CFD2). It is a story that stretches back 
more than 87 years. 
 
MISSION’S FIRE DEPARTMENT  
TAKES SHAPE
Mission’s fire service traces its roots 

to 1939, when the department was 
organized as the Mission Hills Acres Fire 

Department.
Among those early firefighters was 

Murrel Francis “M.F.” Bruce Sr., whose 
connection to Mission’s fire service also 
began in 1939, when he helped drive the 
department’s new Dodge fire truck (see 
story pg 24) to a fire. It was the beginning 
of a 46-year career with the Mission Fire 
Department that would eventually result 
in Bruce becoming the full-time chief of 
Mission Fire District No. 1.
Throughout the County, various other 

fire departments were forming and 
consolidating and Mission’s department 
was only one piece of a larger fire service 
taking shape as communities across 
northeast Johnson County grew and 
became increasingly connected. In 1962, 

Fire Districts No. 2 and No. 3 merged to 
create Consolidated Fire District No. 2.
For more than two decades after that 

consolidation, Mission continued to 
maintain its own fire district. Then, in 
1988, the two histories came together 
 
JOINING FORCES
On Oct. 1, 1988, the organization known 

today as Consolidated Fire District 
No. 2 of Northeast Johnson County 
was created. For Mission, the change 
marked the end of nearly 50 years of 
an independently operated local fire 
department, but not the end of Mission’s 
role in the fire service.
One of Mission's firefighters provides a 

fitting link between the two eras.

By Laura Smith
Photos provided by CFD2 and City of Mission Archives

ANSWERING
THE CALL
MISSION’S FIRE SERVICE

THROUGH THE YEARS 

Mission Township’s 1939 truck has been restored and is housed out of 
the Martway station, serving as a reminder of the generations of men 
and women who have carried the tradition of service forward.

Phil Hodgdon 
rose to the 
rank of Chief 
after starting 
his career as 
a volunteer 
firefighter with 
the Mission Fire 
Department.
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Phil Hodgdon began as a volunteer 
with the Mission Fire Department in 
1979 and became a full-time firefighter 
with Mission Fire District No. 1 in 1987. 
When Mission and CFD2 consolidated 
the following year, Hodgdon continued 
serving with the new organization.
He rose through the ranks and, in 2007, 

became fire chief of CFD2.
A firefighter whose career began with 

Mission’s independent department was 
now leading the organization created, in 
part, through its consolidation. 
 
MORE THAN FIGHTING FIRES
What firefighters do has changed 

dramatically since Mission’s first crews 
began answering calls in 1939.
Fire suppression remains central to 

the mission, but today’s firefighters 
also respond to medical emergencies, 
vehicle crashes, hazardous situations 
and countless other calls for help. 
Beyond emergency response, the district 
works to prevent emergencies through 
inspections, public education, fire 
prevention and preparedness.
CFD2 serves eight communities — 

Mission, Prairie Village, Roeland Park, 
Fairway, Westwood, Westwood Hills, 
Mission Woods and Mission Hills — from 
three stations staffed around the clock. 
For Mission residents, though, perhaps 

the most visible connection to all that 
history remains Station 21 on Martway. 
Fire trucks have been leaving that 
building to answer Mission calls since the 
1970s. But the history behind those doors 

reaches much further back – to M.F. 
Bruce and Mission’s earliest firefighters, 
the Johnson Drive and Beverly Avenue 
stations, and the 1988 consolidation. 
Current CFD2 Chief Steve Chick says, 

"We proudly embrace the history 
that has made CFD2 what it is today.  
What once started as several smaller 

organizations serving segments of 
these communities is now a respected 
destination department, where many 
Fire/EMS professionals strive to get 
hired. The men and women serving our 
eight cities today have a great deal of 
pride in working at CFD2. We have such 
an interesting and rich history built upon 
the traditions and foundations laid by 
many firefighters who served before us. 
How we do the job, and what is required 
of us, may have changed a lot - but a 
common goal over the last 87+ years 
has been to provide the best possible 
services to the communities we serve.”

In 1988, the history of Mission's fire protection was complete with the consolidation to CFD2.

The Martway Station continues to 
serve Mission residents with dedicated, 
professional first responders.

"We have such an interesting and 
rich history built upon the traditions 
and foundations laid by many 
firefighters who served before us.”

– Chief Steve Chick, CFD2
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5710 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS 
913-403-9503
Hours:  Mon- Thurs: 7am to 5pm
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•  Electrical

ASE Certified • NAPA Car Care Center

•  Tune-ups 
•  Work with extended warranty

companies
•  Reprogram ignition keys & remote

fobs
•  Repair or replace windshields
•  Computer Diagnostics

5710 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS 
913-403-9503
Hours:  Mon- Thurs: 7am to 5pm

Friday: 7am- 12pm

www.caseysautorepair.com

5917 Beverly, Mission, KS
913-403-9500
Hours: Mon-Thurs: 7am to 5pm Friday: 7am - 12pm

•  Brakes
•  Hub match brake rotors

(eliminating brake pulsation)
•  Repair or replace engines,

transmissions & differentials
•  Perform all factory maintenance
•  Unlock your cars radio
•  Electrical

ASE Certified • NAPA Car Care Center

•  Tune-ups 
•  Work with extended warranty

companies
•  Reprogram ignition keys & remote

fobs
•  Repair or replace windshields
•  Computer Diagnostics


