
Parks, Recreation + Tree Commission 
March 2025 Minutes - DRAFT 

Monday, March 10, 2025 

The Parks, Recreation + Tree (PRT) Commission met at the Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community Center (PCC) 
on Monday, March 10, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. 

In attendance: Chair Nicole Sullivan (Ward I), Commission Members Katie Anderson (Ward I) and Vice-
Chair Sarah Emanuels (Ward III). Dustin Wolfe (Ward I), Sarah Grittmann (Ward II), Sam Komosa (Ward 
II), Chris Schlenker (Ward III), Dylon Sease (Ward III), Jacque Gameson (Ward IV), Lyndsey Kratzberg 
(Ward IV), and Cindy Long (Ward IV). 
Council Liaisons: Councilmembers Debbie Kring and Brian Schmid. 
Staff: Penn Almoney, Parks and Recreation Director. 
 
Call To Order. Chair Nicole Sullivan called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The Minutes from the February 10, 2025, Parks, Recreation + Tree Commission Meeting were reviewed. 
Lyndsey noted that her name was spelled incorrectly. Sarah G motioned to approve minutes with the 
correction; Dustin seconded. Minutes were approved 10-0. 
  
Positive Improvements 
Penn announced that the Water Works Park bathrooms are open. 
 
Sam shared that he took his daughter to the Starfish swim lessons and complimented the instruction of 
Rory and Gus. 
 
Dylon lauded the turnout for Family Fun Night, noting that the new bounce house was a hit with his 
children. 
 
Penn shared that CPR Training will occur on March 18, 2025 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Kring said that Officer Chudik from the Mission Police Department will offer a self-
defense course. Penn added that Mission will partner with the Allie Kemp Foundation to offer another 
self-defense course later this year. 
 
Sustainability Liaison Q2 
Nicole announced that a liaison for the Sustainability Commission is needed for quarter two. Volunteers 
are to reach out to her. 
 
Maintenance Items 
Penn announced that a new bike rack for Water Works Park was delivered to replace one that was 
damaged by a landscaping crew. 
 
Penn also shared that staff will begin replacing older benches at Legacy Park. 



 
In response to a question from Councilmember Kring, Penn advised the Streamway Park was no longer 
a viable option for a future dog park since the department did not receive a Land Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) Grant. Additionally, preliminary surveys indicate that the site likely has artifacts from 
indigenous peoples, which must be considered prior to future development. In response to a question 
from Jacque, Penn advised that the earmarked funds for the dog park were reallocated to other 
projects. 
 
Jacque asked if the tree plaques could be reinstalled at Water Works Park, since they were removed 
during renovations. Penn noted this for his staff to address. 
 
Nicole shared that there is construction equipment still at Water Works Park, surmising that it may 
belong to WaterOne. Penn agreed and will speak with WaterOne.   
 
Poster Contest 
Jacque shared that our 2025 Mission winner was also selected from approximately 45 cities as the 
Northeast Kansas District winner. That student is one of four finalists for the statewide contest. This 
winner will be announced at the learning stairs at Rushton Elementary School on Monday, March 24 at 
1:15 p.m. Students, teachers, Mayor Flora, and representatives from the Kansas Forest Service will be in 
attendance to present awards. PRT Commissioners are invited to attend. The Kansas Forest Service will 
also plant a tree in the winner’s honor. Jacque added that this is our fourth district winner since 2001, 
noting that Mission had the Kansas 2018 state winner. 
 
 
Action Items & Work Session 
Green Slide 
Penn announced that the green slide will be refurbished before the opening of Mission Family Aquatic 
Center (MFAC). He explained that it is a lengthy process since caulk must be removed before adding 
layers of protectant and sealant. The treads and decking leading up to the slide will also be replaced. 
Penn shared that this was last done ten years ago. 
 
No Camping in Parks Ordinance 
Penn announced that City Council is reviewing language to prevent overnight camping in parks. Penn 
said this ordinance would seek to address two challenges: unhoused people loitering overnight in the 
parks; and camping from visitors for the 2026 FIFA World Cup. In response to a question from Lyndsey, 
Penn said that while we have park hours, there is no enforcement mechanism that the Police 
Department can use to remove individuals from the park after hours.  
 
In response to a question from Nicole, Penn said that overnight camping would be allowable with a 
permit.  
 
Dustin recommended that the city stay mindful that we do not criminalize being houseless and point 
individuals to resources.  
 
Low Mow May 
Penn announced that Mission will not officially promote “Low Mow May”. City code currently does not 
allow sufficient leeway should there be a lawn related code violation. Deputy City Administrator, Brian 



Scott, will research an updated ordinance for future years, but requested that the PRT Commission 
educate the public.  
 
Nicole said that the original no-mow or low-mow May idea started in the northeast United States to 
promote growth of native grasses. Since Mission has many lawns with non-native grasses, she 
recommends further research before pushing out literature to the public. 
 
Review Budget/CIP 2025 
Dylon asked about the PCC Budget on the gas and oil budget, noting that $12,000 was spent in 2023, 
but $1,000 was budgeted in 2024. Penn said that this line item is for equipment only in 2024. In 2023 
this included gas for the PCC. 
 
Nicole and Penn reviewed all Capital Improvement Project (CIP) line items for the 2025 budget. 
Commissioners expressed interest in the following items: 

• Outdoor play tables ($10,000). Penn said that these are permanent structures and could be 
placed at any park including some that were already renovated.  

• Park Bench Replacement ($16,000). In response to a question from Nicole, Penn stated that this 
would pay for nine benches. 

• Rock Creek Trail resurfacing ($80,000). Penn shared that this project has been bid by three 
contractors and project savings will be redistributed to offset the MFAC green slide project. 

• New Park Signage ($24,000). Commissioners agreed that signs should be added to Birch Park, 
Rock Creek Trail, and Mission Market Site. Dylon noted that these two parks have little to no 
coverage on the website, suggesting we advertise them more with have signs in place. Dustin 
recommended that we prioritize the Rock Creek Trail sign since it has more usage. 

• PCC Indoor Pool Resurfacing ($100,000). In response to a question from Cindy, Penn said this 
would close the pool for one week. He also shared that if other budgetary concerns exist, 
resurfacing can be delayed one year. 

• PCC Roof replacement for ($700,000). Councilmember Kring asked about grant funding related 
to solar panels on the PCC roof. Penn shared that he is currently researching grant funding and 
any energy cost savings.  

• Bridge at Broadmoor Park ($7,000). In response to a question from Jacque, Penn shared that 
City Administrator Laura Smith has approved $7,000 for a refurbishing of the bridge. However, 
Park Maintenance Supervisor, Taylor Shaffer, suggested that the city remove the bridge to 
create a 10-foot-wide pathway that crosses over a culvert. Penn reached out to Burns and 
McDonnell, who recommended relocating the bioswale around this new culvert pathway. Penn 
said this will require a large initial investment of at least $50,000, but it would limit future 
maintenance. In response to a question from Dylon, Penn noted that maintenance costs are 
approximately $3,000 every two years. Dustin said that he thinks this is a great solution and 
should be a top priority. Councilmember Kring added that the bridge is a safety concern. Sarah 
G. suggested that we solicit community involvement or grant funding with the bioswale 
relocation. Commissioners agreed that this project should be prioritized over others, such as 
new signage and permanent play area.  

 
In response to a discussion regarding the Milhaus development project and Beverly Park land swap, 
Penn shared that we have the $500,000 that will be paid to the city for future development of green 
space. The construction on the development of Beverly Park has been delayed due to a water line issue 
that requires attention. 



 
Councilmember Kring recommended that the Commission explain savings and benefits when 
advocating for spending priorities. 
 
Nicole advised that the ideas must be consolidated to a one-page document. She would be making edits 
before the April meeting on a Google Doc. 
 
Upcoming Notes and Meetings 
City Council Meeting is March 19, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 
Community Development Committee Meeting Wednesday, April 2, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 
Next PRT Meeting is Monday, April 14, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Adjournment:  
Sarah E. moved to adjourn the meeting; Chris seconded the motion. Motion passed 11-0. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.  

Faithfully submitted by Sam Komosa, secretary pro tempore. 
 

 


