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Meet our
newest primary
care doctor.

Dr. Carolyn Coyle is a board certified family

physician who offers comprehensive care for all

ages. She has a passion for preventive medicine,
adolescent medicine, and women’s health.

Dr. Coyle offers joint injections, nexplanon

insertions, skin procedures and more. She
continues to expand her scope and practice

based on her patients’ needs.

URGENT CARE
Walk in 7 days a week PRI MARY CARE for ALL ages

M-F 8:30 am - 7:00 pm
SAT 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
SUN 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Weekdays by appointment

We r s Urgent Care

Medical Group

o Primary Care

(913) 432-2080 #i Family Practice

- o | Medici
Schedule an appointment 4? nternal Medicine

5675 Roe Boulevard, Roeland Park, KS 66205 | SunflowerMed.com | Find us on



2 Large
2-toppings
and 1 8pcs

cheesy bread
for $27.99

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
AND WE ARE HIRING

| am a locally owned Franchisee in KC with 41
years of experience in pizza and delivery. We
purchased the Mission, Overland Park, Olathe,
and Shawnee stores. | have worked in many
different markets and believe we will be a hit
in Kansas City Soon! | started with Domino's in
high school as a delivery driver and managed
my first store as a senior in high school. As a
CM in stores | learned change happens and
you need to roll with it. | managed stores
with Domino’s all over the Texas market and
Supervised in Houston. Became a Franchisee
in 1999 in Sweetwater TX and grew to 3 stores
in just 4 months. | now have 11 stores and am
working on reopening stores in KC as well as a
few new stores in Texas. | say this not to boast
about myself but if you are looking for a career

then you can do the same as myself with hard
work and a well to learn.

| have brought Peter Toal in as a partner in KC,
and he will be living in your market and taking
full ownership within the next few years. Peter
has many years of experience as well and | have
great trust in him to help move the market in
the right direction.

For those of you that have had bad service over
the past we are very sorry and would like a new
chance. | believe we need to hire and hire the
right people. With that being said we offer a
great job but we have to have great people. As
you can see below, we are offering a great deal
and great benefits.

As for Hiring, we are looking to fill over 20 jobs in 6 locations ASAP.

If you apply for an Opening thru rush or 5 to close driving position
we are offering a $500.00 sigh on bonus.

We are also offering a $1,000.00 sign on bonus for full time
management staff. Restrictions apply!

Jobs.Domino’s.com / Domino’'s.com for ordering

5433 Johnson Dr Mission, KS
913-387-4054

22231 W 66th St Shawnee, KS
913-422-9494

5227 W 95th St Overland Park, KS
913-341-6884

11036 Quivira St Overland Park, KS
913-894-4144
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GREETINGS FROM
MISSION!

2024 is off to a great start for Mission,
and we are excited to bring you the
first issue of the Mission Magazine for
this year with a focus on kids and youth.
I'm confident you'll be encouraged and
inspired by what you read in the pages
that follow.

Our cover story features Alex Hess and
her dance studio Ovation Dance Academy
(ODA). Dancing since she was four, Alex’s
passion has come full circle as she now
teaches and inspires a new generation of
young performers. Ovation has enjoyed a
home in the Mission Mart shopping center
for many years, and continues to grow
and expand, now offering lessons to more
than six hundred students. Alex has been
involved in some of our city conversations
relating to continuing to improve our
engagement with our local businesses, and
I've been impressed with her dedication
both to the students she serves and the
Mission community.

The magazine also features two new
businesses along the Johnson Drive
corridor. Lil' Dudes, on the west end
of downtown, helps fashion-forward
parents outfit their boys just as stylishly
as their girls. With a strong and diverse
line-up of vendors, you'll be sure to find
something you love at this boutique (word
on the street is that they even have some
celebrity fans in town — go in and ask them
about it)! And once you have fashion in
the bag, why not head down to Bricks
& Minifigs in the Mission Mart shopping
center? This LEGO®-themed shop offers
sets and figures from the 1970s through
today. With something for everyone - kids
and collectors alike - it's a fun addition to
our Mission business line-up.

Creativity comes in many forms...
clothes, LEGO®, and filmmaking. | think
you'll really enjoy reading the story of local

On the
cover:
Students of
~ allages
. represent
~ | Ovation Dance
. Academy at
recitals across
the metro
area.

Photo
provided by
Ovation Dance

middle-schooler Henry Lowe who turned
his love of horror films into an award-
winning production! Henry and his friends
dedicated themselves to writing, filming,
acting and editing Boxed, which secured
a "Skully Award” last summer at the Terror
on the Plains Horror Film Festival. | got to
hang out with Henry when he previously
won a “Lunch with the Mayor” auction
item and let me tell you he's going places!

This issue’s “Where are they Now"
story features race car driver Mandy
Chick. We did a story on Mandy'’s racing
in 2019 when she was still in high school.
She's now preparing to graduate from
college with multiple majors on her way
to a master's degree, preparing for a
career in engineering alongside racing
stock cars in NASCAR's ARCA series. It's
a great reminder that with hard work and
dedication dreams really can come true
and | look forward to continuing to follow
Mandy and the Chick Engineering racing
team.

Finally, we feature a couple of Mission’s
Summer Camp counselors, Rosie Keaton-
Ferren and Phoenix Fisk, who quite literally
“grew up” in our program. After spending
years as campers, these two young women
could hardly wait for the chance to turn
their experiences into summer jobs. Their
desire to give back to a program that
helped to shape them is a testament to
the importance of fostering support and
relationships for youth in our community.

| hope you find this issue a bright spot
after some bitterly cold winter weather. With
Spring making an early appearance, I've
enjoyed seeing residents out in our parks,
shopping along Johnson Drive, or enjoying
time with friends at our local restaurants and
breweries. It's a great time to be in Mission,
and we look forward to continuing to share
the amazing stories of our community with
you throughout the year.

i

-Sollie Flora, Mayor

Additional copies of the Mission Magazine are available at participating advertisers. You can also view it on the City’s website,

www.missionks.org. To advertise in Mission Magazine, contact Angie Riffel at 913.951.8446 or ariffel@metromediapublishers.com.
If you have a story idea, contact Laura Smith at 913.676.8352 or Ismith@missionks.org.
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Kansas City's
Premier Boys Boutique

LIL' DUDES

COOL STUFF
FOR BOYS
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* Baby & Toddler Clothing

* Youth Collection

* Toys & Gifts

» Accessories

* Fashion Forward Designs

* Personal Shopping for that Special
Occasion or Everyday Needs

* Family Owned and Operated

Lil' Dudes

6124A Johnson Dr
Mission KS 66202
(913)704.2478
kelly@shoplildudes.com
www.shoplildudes.com
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Classes at Ovation Dance Academy are offered for all
skill sets and range from ages two through adult.
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By Kris Baker e Photos provided by Ovation Dance Academy

hen creating a dance
performance you
start by developing a
character.

The dancer becomes someone the
audience relates to and enjoys following
along in their journey as they use
movement to express emotions, thoughts
and a perspective on life.

Alex Hess has been a dancer since she
first put on a pink tutu at four years old.
As she jéted and pirouetted through
her performances, a deep love of
dance began to take hold. She became
passionate about all forms of dance.

She was no stranger to the stage as she
leapt at every opportunity to perform.

By the time she was in high school, she
was honing her craft and soon began
accepting roles as teacher and instructor.
She was captain of the Shawnee Mission
South Varsity and Junior Varsity dance
teams. In college she led Baker University
to their first NAIA national dance
championship. After receiving her degree
in Exercise Science from Baker University,
Hess began teaching, choreographing,
and coaching in the Kansas City area.
She has been the head coach of both the
Shawnee Mission South Pacesetters and
the Blue Valley Southwest Glitter Girls.

Her choreography has been seen on stage

at local and national dance competitions
and musicals.

Hess's life as a dancer has come full
circle as she now teaches and inspires a
new generation of young performers at
Ovation Dance Academy (ODA). Dancing
has shaped who Hess is today, and she
has always wanted to share that with
others.

“Dance has always been my joy and
safe place,” Hess said. “I tried many
sports as a child. When | found dance and
performing, | found something that felt
natural. | love helping my students find
that same feeling.”

THE FIRST STEPS OF A
GROWING BUSINESS

Ovation Dance Academy offers classes
for dancers and tumblers ages two
through adult. Their company and squad

Alex Hess!' life as a dancer
led her to opening
Ovation Dance Academy
in Mission. Hess is here
with her dog Tilly, 'Chief
Happiness Officer.'

dancers participate in competitive dance,
and the tumbling team participates in
competitive tumbling. The academy offers
non-competitive programs through four
academy programs: preschool academy
(preschool dance and tumbling), lower
academy (K-second grade dance), upper
academy (third-12 grade dance), tumbling
academy (K-12 grade tumbling) and adult
dance and fitness classes.

The class offerings include everything
from bitty ballet to combo tap and ballet
to tap and jazz classes, tumbling, musical
theatre dance, modern, lyrical, hip hop,
clogging and more. Ovation’s students
have been recognized for their hard work
in all of these disciplines.

-

“Our ODA company and squad
dancers are regularly recognized and
awarded at regional and national dance
competitions,” Hess said. “We just
expanded our tumbling program to
include a competitive tumbling team and
have begun participating in local tumbling
meets.”

Ovation opened in November 2016 with
less than 10 students enrolled. By January
2017 they had 50 students participating
in classes. This school year they will have
nearly 650 students participating in 108
classes each week. Students may take
anywhere from one to ten classes a week
based on their program, interests and
desired time commitment.

April 2024 | 7



“We really strive to find a place for
everyone at Ovation,” Hess said. “The
growth has been tremendous since we
opened.”

ODA added a second location in the
Mission Mart shopping center in the fall
of 2019. The original location was 2,400
square feet with two dance studios and
a small lobby on the front side of the
center. The 2019 expansion, located on
the back side of the shopping center,
gave Hess another 3,400 square feet to
dance within. At the beginning of 2023,
it became apparent they needed even
more room to stretch their legs.

“I knew | wanted to stay in Mission, and
would love to stay in the Mission Mart

shopping center,” Hess said. “We were
fortunate to acquire the space next door
to our original location, and | am very
proud of our facilities.”

ODA was able to add about 4,400
square feet- a large lobby, a break room
for the dancers, two more dance studios,
a large staff office, and space for a future
dance boutique. Hess explains all of the
studios are equipped with professionally
sprung Marley flooring, considered
the best for the safety of dancers and
tumblers. During COVID they also added
a Synexis air and surface purification
system in the HVAC in the studios.

As a business owner she learned how
important the right location is to their

8 ¢ MISSION MAGAZINE

Alex Hess and her adult tap class pose after the
class competed at an event called Masquerade.

success. When Hess was looking to open
her studio, she didn't have a particular
location in mind. She was really looking
for the city and community that felt like
the right fit. Growing up in Overland
Park and attending the Shawnee Mission
School District, Hess' search brought her
to Mission. Easily accessed from many
areas of the Kansas City and Johnson
County area, the city seemed wonderfully
supportive of small businesses and there
were lots of young and growing families.

"I have enjoyed becoming part of the
small business community through the
Northeast Johnson County Chamber. |
also feel that my mission of creating an
inclusive and welcoming dance studio
that embraces all of our students lines up
with the values of many of the families in
this area. It ended up being a perfect fit,”
Hess shared.

THE NEXT STEPS

Individual goals are set for each
student at Ovation. Hess has also set
personal goals for herself. Recognizing
that everyone brings a unique rhythm to
how they dance, she wants to continue
to foster that in young people and grow
their self confidence. She knows how
exciting a rousing round of applause can
be, but she also believes the best ovation
a person can receive is from oneself.

“] would love to see ODA continue
to grow and thrive,” Hess said. “I love
finding more ways for students to get
involved and developing programs that
fit our students’ needs and desired
level of commitment.” Hess hopes
her students will continue to find their
community and a place they belong at
Ovation, whether they are taking one
class or ten classes.

Hess is proud of their upcoming recital
in June for all of ODA's students. The
recitals are held in professional theatres
and this year's event will take place at
Johnson County Community College’s
Yardley Hall.

“Most importantly though, | am proud
of the community we have built at
ODA," Hess said. “We are consistently
recognized by parents and students as a
welcoming environment and safe space
for their child.”

Aspiring dancers can visit Ovation
Dance Academy at 5325 Johnson
Drive or 5300 Martway Street in the
Mission Mart Shopping Center. For
more information visit their website at
ovationdancekc.com.



Your Innovation
Destination.

Find dynamic spaces,
programs, items you
never knew you could
check out and services
made for real life.

-

* 24/7 access to eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, eNewspapers
and streaming video and music

one card,

 Convenient locations with public computers, unlimited possip;yiy;
es

fast Wi-Fi, print and copy services,
meeting and study rooms o Oncougy

unlin Library

 Engaging events and online Thisis my library card.  the card preferreq by

courses for personal and jonsco “

professional development

And so much more! We've also eliminated overdue fines!

JOHNSE

>N COUNTY LIBRARY

Liseover what'’s possible

Visit us online at jocolibrary.org/discover
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UL' DUDES offers BlG choices

for boys' clothes . «.c..

“Where would | find boys’ jeans?”

“They are on the one rack at the back
of the store.”

“What about all the racks in front?”

“That's for the girls’ clothes.”

According to Kelly Dehnert conversations
similar to this were taking place for
parents all over the metro area.

Row after row, at store after store, Kelly
and her husband Jeff saw the same thing.
Pretty dresses, sparkly bows, flowery
shoes; fun and fashionable clothes for
little girls were everywhere. What about
the little dudes?

Clothes shopping for the Dehnerts’
two sons highlighted a need for more
options for boys’ clothes. As their sons
aged the Dehnerts found new challenges
in outfitting them. Selections were so
limited that sometimes the only choices
were what fit. The Dehnerts decided
they could fill this niche by creating a
destination boutique with a primary focus
on clothes for boys ages newborn to
middle school.

“All the really cute, unique items were for
girls,” Kelly said. “All the boys’ stuff was
mass produced and boring. We thought
boys should get some of the love too.”

“Little dudes want to be bigger dudes,”
Jeff continued. “A lot of times boys don't
want something that looks too kiddie. They
want clothes that seem more grownup.”

Kelly describes their apparel as
“cool, not cutesy. Perhaps not edgy,
but definitely a store with a little more

DUDE OF THE MONTH

/ - Every month Lil'

» Dudes has a Dude
Dude of the lorth

of the Month
Winner. Moms and
\* Tw.‘ of hervonth

Dads can enter
their dudes and
the winner will
receive a $25 gift
card and some
featured items.
They also get to
pick a prize from
the Lil' Dudes
treasure box.

« i\ Dudes ¥.shik |
.76 Gy card
 Rude Ror hrezae

Photo provided
by Lil' Dudes

trendy vibe both in looks and durability.
Lil' Dudes has clothes that can survive
outdoor play from even the rowdiest of
young boys.”

To help parents showcase their little
guys, Jeff and Kelly found a location in
downtown Mission to open Lil’ Dudes,
the store with “Cool stuff for boys.”
Their vision became a full-fledged
business; now the work of nurturing that
vision continues. Since it opened last
September, Jeff and Kelly are excited by
how business has taken off.

"l used to be in a different line of work,
but it was always a dream of mine to
own a store like this,”’ Jeff said. "It feels
great whenever we have parents come
in and say, ‘Finally, this is the store | have
been looking for.” When we see the looks
on young people’s faces when they find
something they love, it makes me feel like
a kid again.”

The clothes make the man, and the Lil’
Dude as well. Unique designs, exclusive
to Lil" Dudes, fill their shelves. The
Dehnerts have accomplished this by
building a strong, diverse supplier group.
From military inspired bomber jackets to
vintage graphic tees to high quality toys
there are items that can be passed down
through the years. The Dehnerts have
found others from around the country
specializing in original designs, including
faith-based items and toddler clothes.

Jeff admits their most popular items

Photo provided ‘
- by Lil' Dudes

right now feature the back-to-back Super
Bowl Champion Kansas City Chiefs. Lil’
Dudes unique designs are so popular,
they were one of 5 vendors selected to
participate at the Union Station Pre-
Super Bowl celebration week, and the
only children's clothier to attend. The
items are so popular fathers have been
overheard saying they wish they could
wear what their sons were buying.

“We added a Big Dudes section,” Jeff
said. “Dads can pick up shirts and hats
too. It's not surprising to see dads and
sons coming out in matching outfits.”

Girls are not left out at Lil' Dudes.

A certain pop music sensation also is
represented right next to the Chiefs gear.

“Taylor Swift items are not the only
thing we have that girls like,” Kelly said.
“"About 60% of our clothing is gender
neutral and we have been excited to see
them come in and shop.”

Kelly says traffic to the store has been
driven primarily by word of mouth.

“We are meeting more and more
people, and the support has been
overwhelming,” Kelly said. “l can't
imagine running the store anywhere else
now. There is a small town feel here,
while at the same time everything feels
alive. The response we have gotten has
helped to make our dream a reality.”

Lil' Dudes is located at 6124 Johnson
Dr. in Mission. To see more of what they
offer visit shoplildudes.com.

April 2024 | T
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Experts at caring for the hearts of Kansas City.

Find a cardiologist at HeartCareKC.com AdventHealth
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Mission Square

“Independent living designed just for you!™

Tours By
Appointment

Call about the next
open house

It’s not the It’s How You Them

Before you decide on a retirement home, come see our Newly
Renovated Community. Offering Condo-Style residences with
unique options for Independent Senior Living.

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for

Active Senior Living in the area.

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9@ AM - 4 PM

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities « All Utilities - including
High Speed Internet & Cable « Aging-in-Place Services

Chef Prepared Meals - Flexible Options « Essential Transportation

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included, right next door

Call for Your Community Tour & Pricing 9 13-403-8200

View 3-D Floor Plans and photo gallery www.mission-square.com @
6220 Martway Mission, Ks 66202 é\




All over town there are stories of the very
youngest Mission residents having some of
the biggest dreams. Hocker Grove Middle
School seventh grader Henry Lowe's dream
was to follow in the footsteps of his cinema
heroes like Kubrick, Carpenter and Craven,
and direct his own movie. One dark night
last September, at the Boulevard Drive-In
Theatre, Lowe saw his dream become a
reality on the big screen. It was a dream
he hoped might give a few nightmares to
people in the audience. It was the night
that terror descended on the plains.

"I started out making simple
videos during the pandemic,” Lowe

said. "l was really enjoying it,
so | began to plan my films with
storyboards/ideas in my mind."

To be exact, it was the Terror on the
Plains Horror Film Festival. The Terror on
the Plains has been scaring people since
2012, showcasing short horror films by
Kansas City filmmakers. When he found out
he had a chance to enter, Lowe jumped (in
excitement, not fear) at the chance.

“A while back | asked my mom to keep an
eye out for film competitions | could enter,”
Lowe said. “She found Terror on the Plains
Film Festival and asked if | wanted to make
a short horror film for it.”

Lowe's origin story goes back to a real life
terror that engulfed the planet.

“| started out making simple videos
during the pandemic,” Lowe said. “l was
really enjoying it, so | began to plan my
films with storyboards/ideas in my mind.”

A horror film festival seemed perfect to
Lowe as it was a place he could celebrate
his love of cinema, as well as the macabre.

“| enjoy creepy and off putting things,
especially when it comes to movies,” Lowe
said. “Some of my favorite films are The
Shining, Train to Busan, and Shaun of the
Dead.”

Lowe grabbed a couple of his friends
and fellow students, Forest VonOntjes
and Quinten Miti, to star in his film, and
together they created the short film Boxed.

“They did everything themselves, all the
14 * MISSION MAGAZINE

By Kris Baker

When a mysterious box
arrives at Mark Cory's
house he and his friend
attempt to unravel the
secret of the void inside.
Soon they are pulled into
a dangerous world in
Henry Lowe's film Boxed
which played last year at
the Terror on the Plains
Film Festival.

Henry Lowe, Quinten Miti and Forest VonOntjes attend the Terror on The Plains horror
film festival and receive the audience favorite award.

writing, filming, acting; they worked very
hard to put this great film together,” Lowe’s
mother Lauren Macomber said. “It was
great to see Henry have so much passion
for this project.”

Entering the big leagues of competitive
filmmaking did offer a few challenges.
Filming and directing were things Lowe
was familiar with, however there were some
more technical aspects that were harder

"Honestly, it was the editing and
formatting for the submission,” Lowe
said when asked what were the biggest
challenges with making the movie.

Their work paid off; Boxed won the
audience favorite award at Terror on the
Plains. Lowe and his friends attended the
festival to receive the coveted “Skully

Award” in person. The festival turned

out to be a fun event where Lowe got to
interact with other aspiring film auteurs.
They also got to watch horror classics, The
Thing and A Nightmare on Elm Street,

on the drive-in screen. Lowe said the
experience has been a rewarding one. One
he intends to build on. Every good scary
movie deserves a sequel. If not a sequel to
Boxed, Lowe does see several more lights
and frights in his future.

"Of course,” Lowe said. “It's one of my
passions, and | hope to create more.”

The 2024 Terror of the Plains Horror Film
Festival takes place Sept. 27-28 and you
can learn more about the festival by visiting
terrorontheplains.com.
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XKC’s Best Antique Mall

Antiques, Home Décor, Jewelry, Collectibles
and much more.....

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10am — 6pm | Sunday: Noon -6pm

A FABULO

5330 Martway | Mission, KS | 913-722-7788 | www.afabfind.com

Self Control - Confidence - Kids Fitness "

YOUTH-IN-TRAINING PROGRAM

SHOGUN KARATE
SIX WEEKS 9 9 900

No Uniform / No Contract

Stiogun Wantial +nte Centern
6300 W. 51st St., Mission, KS 66202 | shogunmai.com
(913) 638-3490

TurnStylescThrift

A Ministry of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas

Heat Up Your Wardrobe with Cool '
Savings from TurnStyles Thrift

Get 20% off one
regular priced
item at our
Mission location
with this coupon!

—

*Offer cannot be combined with any other store promotion.

i

Discover unique finds at our three locations:

Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm

5304 Martway, Mission, KS Saturday: 9am-6pm

11310 W. 135th St., Overland Park, KS
9750 W. 87th St., Overland Park, KS 0 © @TumStylesThrift

ebay @shopTurnstyles
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Your home and car are
more than just things.
They’re where you make
your memories — and they
deserve the right protection.
| getit. It's why I'm here.
LET'S TALK TODAY.

David M Chavez Ins Agcy Inc
David M Chavez, Agent
4920 Johnson Drive
Roeland Park, KS 66205
Bus: 913-432-9000

o» StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
1706811 Bloomington, IL
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MISSION CITY HALL
6090 Woodson | Mission, KS 66202

Open Monday through Friday
8 a.m.to 5 p.m.

p 913.676.8350

COMMITTEE MEETINGS Mission Mayor and City Council 2024

SR B G L to R: Debbie Kring (Ward Ill), Hillary Parker-Thomas (Ward 1),
Finance and Administration Mayor Sollie Flora, Brian Schmid (Ward lll), Trent Boultinghouse (Ward I),
First Wednesday every month 6:30 p.m, Lea Loudon (Ward Il), Ben Chociej (Ward IV),

(overflow business considered on the second Cheryl Carpenter-Davis (Ward IV), and Mary Ryherd (Ward II)
Wednesday of the month as necessary).

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS

Third Wednesday every month 7 p.m.

COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS Super Pool Pass 2024

Fourth Wednesday every month 7 p.m.
Fairway, Mission and Prairie Village will be participating in the Super
All meetings are open to the public. Y 9 P P 9 P

Visit the calendar at www.missionks.org Pool Pass this year. Super Pool Pass memberships can be purchased at the
for a complete listing of meetings. Powell Community Center. Non-residents must be in the 2nd consecutive
year of a Mission pool membership to be eligible for a Super Pass Mem-

bership through Mission. A sticker will be added to your regular MFAC

pass for the 2024 season to show that you are a passholder for the season.

MAYOR ;o

Sollie Flora 913.676.8351 Pricing has been
changed to an indi-

WARD | COUNCIL MEMBERS ;

Hillary Thomas 913.961.4520 vidual model, where

Trent Boultinghouse 620.238.0394 residents will pay

WARD Il COUNCIL MEMBERS $20 per person for a

Lea Loudon 913.242.4284 Super Pool Pass.

Mary Ryherd 913.221.2630 Get a jump on sum-

WARD Il COUNCIL MEMBERS mer and purchase

Debbie Kring 913.722.6901 |

Brian Schmid 913.909.9041 yours today!

WARD IV COUNCIL MEMBERS
Cheryl Carpenter-Davis 816.807.0605
Ben Chociej 816.332.7985
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Water Works Park Groundbreaking

In 2019, Mission contracted with
Confluence to begin master planning
improvements for each of the City’s
major parks. Improvements to Water
Works Park were a focus and priority of
the Parks, Recreation + Tree Commis-
sion. Through the conceptual planning
process, improvements totaling just
over $1.5 million were identified and
approved. Based on the size of the
property and its proximity to Rushton
Elementary, stakeholders, neighbors,
PRT members and the City Council
agreed and planned to complete the
entire conceptual design as one project
coinciding with the rebuild of Rushton
Elementary School. The goal was to
have the park improvements installed when students returned to Rushton Elementary in August of 2024.
Those plans began to come to fruition in January of 2024 with a groundbreaking ceremony at the site that
welcomed elected officials, members of the Parks, Recre-
ation + Tree Commission, City staff, neighbors, and stu-
dents from Rushton Elementary School.

Project improvements include: a shelter and restrooms
to support and enhance the current programming, new
10-foot-wide concrete trails connecting the park to Rush-
ton Elementary School and providing alternative routes
along the park, water fountain, solar lighting along one
central route, an All-Abilities playground with poured in
place rubber surfacing and shade sails, trash and recycling
receptacles, benches, bike racks, native plantings, a solar
picnic table/charging station and additional site furnishings.
Demolition of the existing parking lot and construction of
a new off-street parking lot along 53rd Street will increase
the number of existing parking spaces and keep child pick-
up/drop-off farther away from traffic.

You can follow the progress on Water Works Park and
others City projects on the City's website at
www.missionks.org

i Mission




missionks.org

New Councilmembers Join Mission City Council

In December 2023, Councilmember Trent Boultinghouse (Ward 1) and Mary Ryherd (Ward Il) were re-elected
to the City Council, and new Councilmembers Brian Schmid (Ward Ill) and Cheryl Carpenter—Daws (Ward IV)
were sworn in to serve four-year terms on the Mission City Council. =

Councilmember Brian Schmid is focused on collaborating with residents to identify
areas most in need of improvement, and to quickly implement remediation projects
with a well-established record of success. He hopes to bring humanscale develop-
ment, with a heavy emphasis on walkability and economic resiliency, to the city. As a
Mission resident since 2008, he previously served on both the Parks, Recreation, +
Tree Commission and the Planning Commission.

In his personal life, you can find Brian and his wife, Lauren (and sometimes their Westie,
Kristofferson), out and about in Mission. Please stop and say hi if you see them.

Councilmember Cheryl Carpenter-Davis was elected to the Mission City Council
in November of 2023 and currently serves as a committee member on the Mission
Family Adoption Program. Her previous involvement in community service includes
representing the City of Mission on the Johnson County Drug and Alcohol Council,
board of directors for Family Conservancy, and the board of directors for the
Independence Chamber of Commerce.

In her spare time, she enjoys gardening, traveling, and bird-watching with her
husband.

Citywide Clean Up Event

The City of Mission will honor Earth Day with its annual
Citywide Clean Up event on Saturday, April 20 (rainout date -
April 27) at Beverly Park, 5935 Beverly. Registration for both
groups and individuals is open through April 10, 2024 on
our website at www.missionks.org

All registered attendees will get a 2024 t-shirt and will be
able to take pride in knowing they’'ve worked to make Mis-
sion a better place. The day will begin with a kick-off break-
fast at Beverly Park beginning at 9:00 a.m. After a group
photo at 9:25 a.m., groups will be invited to head to their
assigned cleanup locations for the rest of the morning. This
event is the perfect way to connect with your neighbors,
make new friends, and show your pride in Mission!
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Championship Tree Award

Congratulations to Mission resident Barry Oppenheimer for having his
stunning maple tree selected as the 2023 Championship Tree!
The tree delights neighbors and brings beauty, shade and lovely color to
the entire neighborhood. If you know a tree worthy of recognition, you
can find a nomination form and more information on the City's website at
www.missionks.org/city-services/sustainable-mission/tree-programs/

Don’'t Let High Weeds
and Grass Take Over

As spring approaches, please be reminded
that all property owners must keep weeds
and grass shorter than eight inches in height.
Sweeping or blowing lawn and yard debris
into the street is prohibited. Untended or
uncontrolled brush and woody vines are
classified as nuisance weeds and should be
removed. This is a common problem along fence lines and around established trees and bushes.

Door to Door Solicitations

As temperatures start to warm up, residents may notice an increase in door-to-door
sales and soliciting. Here are a few reminders from the City Clerk about what is allowed
in Mission.

* Door to door solicitation is allowed in Mission ONLY with a valid permit which should be
displayed immediately upon request.

* Any type of “No Soliciting” sign displayed on or near your door should stop a solicitor from
knocking. (This does not apply to political candidates or those sharing religious information.)

* No door-to-door sales should occur before 8 a.m. or after 8 p.m.

¢ If you have a solicitor who violates any of these rules, please call the Mission Police Department’s non-emer-
gency number at 913.676.8300 to make a report.

* “No Soliciting” signs are available to all Mission residents, free of cost, at City Hall.

No Soliciting

HE mission
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sh e Birds * Reptiles ¢ All Natural Pet Food
Complete Line of Pet Supplies ® Doggy Daycare ® Boarding ® Grooming
6900 Martway Street * Mission, Kansas 66202 * 913-236-PETS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Expires 6/28/2024 One coupon per customer. Expires 6/28/2024

Expires 6/28/2024

3

ARTW

MISSION, KS

HOURS:

M-F Tlam-2am
Sat-Sun 10am-2am

TO ORDER:

Call - (913)544-2311
Online - peanutmidwest.com
App - ChowNow

P Missionpeanut

0@peonutmission54
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STOP IN AND ENJOY OUR HAND-
MADE PIZZAS AND HAND-BREADED
APPETIZERS THAT WE HAVE BEEN
SERVING THE MIDWEST SINCE 1970!

* Happy Hour Specials

e Qutdoor Patio

* Pizza made from scratch using the finest
meats and 100% real cheese

* Burgers, Sandwiches, Salads , Wraps, Pasta

Hours:
Sun-Thurs: 11am-12am | Fri-Sat: 11am- 2am

THE OTHER PLACE- MISSION
6522 Martway Street, Mission, KS 66202
913-899-9494 | theotherplace.com

OLATHE: 16590 West 135th, Olathe, Kansas 66062

(913) 791-9500

OVERLAND PARK: 7324 West 80th, Overland Park,
Kansas 66204 | (913) 652-9494

SHAWNEE: 22730 Midland Dr, Shawnee, KS 66226

(913) 441-0094

Opening May: Belton, 311 N Cedar Street, Belton, MO 64012
816-563-9494
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COMPLIMENTARY INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES

Fabrics & Lamp Shades ~ New & Vintage Furnishings
Custom Reupholstery

Victor’s Home & Upholstery carries an extensive line
of lamp shades, finials, table and floor lamps, sconces,
chandeliers, medallions, home accessories and more.

Upholstery e Slipcovers e Cushions e Pillows e Bedding
Draperies e Roman Shades e Valances e Cornices

5301 JOHNSON DRIVE, MISSION KS

VICTOR’S 913.261.9307

VDUPHOLSTERY.COM

REQUEST QUOTE: victorsupholstery@yahoo.com
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Food Pantry

SECOND AND FOURTH THURSDAY
OF EACH MONTH FROM 4-6 PM

Trinity Lutheran Church
5601 West 62nd Street

Drive-thru Distribution - No ID necessary

Donations are accepted 24/7 inside the foyer.
Place nonperishables in the blue barrels.

For more information or to volunteer, contact Rhonda Synovec at 913.563.5203

Maximum Total
Household Income NOT
Adjusted Gross Income

MISSION’S ANNUAL

CITYWIDE
GARAGE

May 2-4, 2024

Citywide garage sales will
be held Thursday, May 2

< through Saturday, May 4.
: e ; income-eligible residents to apply Pl ist line t
. is rolling out for 2024. This program allows income-€ bate of City ] ease register online to
ission's Community Rebate Program is rolling ou re ; for the year, up to 100% rebate = : L
:/:TZ::.I\ZCSP to 100t°/yu rebate for City telephone, electricity, %@asfftr:;\ch:;::i ;ﬁe:oli‘:j was:le B atom water tilty fees. T \ have your Al |ISted in our
i i sments), and up to 507 01 Te TS lease contactthe P : .

property taxes (excluding sﬁiﬂi‘.ﬁiiﬁl quidelines and submit an application. To learn fT{Ofek or ;0 apply.p _ Interactive and printed maps.
el res'dg ntslmuni';::;e:epartment at (913) 676-8358 or visit our website at www.mission s.0rg. ,
Community Develop B : r

| - - Registration information can
LT FL e R8N L gy L ’ be found on our
.y N ST el el : website at i
https://www.missionks.org/ *
- news/citywide-garage-sale-2/
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Bulky Iitem Pick-up

Contact GFLtar eport mis .:10 x 'j
kecustomercore@gflenv.com [ 218 380.5595

January22-26  July22-26
February 26 - Mar.1 August 26 - 30
March 25- 29 September 23 - 27
. | A April22 - 26 October 28 - Nov. |
May 27 - 31 November 25 - 28
amily quatlc Center me24-26  December23-27

'D;ayf Weekend!

E’Ff“'m GFL holidays observed

&

Monday-Saturday, 12-7 p.m. and
Sunday, 12-6 .M. (subject to change)

Season Passes are available now - sold Swmg b\/ City Hall for your free

only at the Powell Community Center,

6200 Martway St. : Bulky item P|ckup Mognet'

For daily fees and more membership
details, visit www.missionks.org.

KANSAS ONLINE
VOTER REGISTRATION

o1
;' Z. . Areyouready tovote in the 2024 election? Online voter registration is available from the
P (4 % !\ State of Kansas at https://www.kdor ks.gov/apps/voterreg/. To register to vote online:
.
l e
. % . 1. Verify your voting eligibility.
'ﬁ'ﬁ,,‘ g-:_ 2. Verify that you have a valid driver's license or non- -driver's identification card.
1 3. Enter your personal information.

b " o
¥ ?* ¥ 4 Review and submit your information.
‘ % If you have questions, please call 1-800-262-VOTE(8683)

’(i/,' \‘ N — i e — - S—
R MF0AT 3 Ry SNV N Vs WG AT AL | o NS

=4
Y
N
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\
:
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Heaven Gomes to Earth...and He’s Angry

Local Mission Resident John R. Dougherty
Becomes a New Author

F:"g}(iﬁ and terrifying supernatural novel with

a twist that will take the reader on a
crazy but brilliant ride...the story of
Holy Terror is excellent and incredibly
well-developed thanks to John R.
Dougherty, the author of the book...|
have to award Holy Terror five stars!”

“Holy Terror is a thrilling, shocking,
H@LYT / b ——

- from RedHeadedBookLover.com

KIRKUS REVIEWS
Awards & Accolades

v GETIT

f\uteVei» KH Automotive

For all of your automotive mechanmical repair needs

KH Automotive is a family-owned and operated repair shop in Mission, KS, servicing all
makes and specializing in European vehicles such as Mercedes Benz, Land Rover, Jaguar
and Porsche. Since our company opened its doors in 1999, we've treated every customer
like they were part of our family. Other companies may offer similar services, but our
services are the best, and come with a personal touch.

SERVICES: e Engine repair @ Scheduled maintenance e Clutches
o Automatic and manual transmission repair
o Diagnostics with various equipment including

Available on Amazon m in paperback
John R. Dougherty,  and eBook, and now the audio version is available exclusively

Author, Holy Terror

Nationwide
warranty on
most Repairs

on Audible.com

Snap-0n Verus Edge, Mercedes SDS, Vag-Com and others
® Cooling systems including water pumps, radiators, hoses and belts
o Brakes, steering, suspension, etc.
o Heating/air conditioning including heater cores, compressors and more

www.johnrdougherty.com f & © ¢ ©

e Electrical including starters and alternators

5925 Broadmoor, Mission, KS 66202 @
913-403-0073 ¢ www.khautomotive.com AUTOCARE

Kansas

1111SS101

SPRING HOURS

Monday-Friday: 1 pm - 2 am
Saturday : 11 am - 2 am
Sunday: 1 pm - Midnight

LB
= =/
7 Y
\ Y
N/ N\
Dl

5436 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas

- (913) 999-8014" www.’sullyskc.com'

26 * MISSION MAGAZINE

WE ARE THE LOCAL TEAMS
WATCH SPOT

GAME DAY SPECIALS OFFERED
EVERY GAME DAY

e Visit us at sullyskc.com or follow us on
social media @sullyspubkc

¢ 17 HD Flatscreen TVs

¢ Darts | Shuffleboard & Foosball | Skeeball |
Pop-a-shot and outdoor games

e Happy Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6 pm

¢ To Go Drinks Now Available Until 11pm




~ CHRIST CHURCH
MISSION

@ Chrlst Church

MISSION

Join us every Sunday at 9am or 10:30am for

* Beautiful, joy-filled music
* Fun & safe environments for kids
* A meaningful place to meet new people

LOCATED (@ THE MISSION THEATRE
christchurchkc.org @ @ccmissionkc n ccmissionkc
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Thomas Myers, Will VanAlstine and Lucas Capistrant teamed up to bring a Bricks & Minifigs store to the Kansas City area.

A COLLECTOR'S DREAM

New and old LEGO®
fans will find what they

need at Bricks & Minifigs

By Kris Baker e Photos by Kathy DelLorenzo

Will VanAlstine was a LEGO® kid.

"My entire childhood | was into
collectibles, and LEGO® really fed into
that,” VanAlstine said. “It's the best toy
ever created.”

When VanAlstine and his best friend, Lucas
Capistrant, were playing with their LEGO®
sets as kids little did they know they were
building a foundation which would one day
turn into an up-and-coming business. As
adults they are still playing (and working)
with LEGO®, operating Bricks & Minifigs in
the Mission Mart shopping center.

VanAlstine traveled a few other paths
before he reached this current destination.

28 * MISSION MAGAZINE

“In college | was obsessed with
sneakers,” VanAlstine said. | was
fascinated by the aftermarket and how
after the sneakers were discontinued their
prices would increase.” Selling sneakers
was his first business.

The pieces began to fall into place when
VanAlstine then took his entrepreneurial
spirit and linked up with the Bricks &
Minifigs company, agreeing to open
a franchise. There was a gap in the
aftermarket LEGO® world, and VanAlstine
knew the Kansas City area would be a
perfect fit. Bricks & Minifigs is a franchise
specializing in selling aftermarket LEGO®

sets and figures. Typical LEGO® sets are
available in stores for around a year; after
that they can be incredibly hard to find for
collectors. Bricks & Minifigs has LEGO® sets
and figures from the 1970s to today. They
also have a party room available to rent for
birthdays and other events.

“We wanted to be in Kansas City, but
we weren't sure where. Then we kind of
stumbled upon Mission, just driving down
Johnson Drive,” VanAlstine said. “"We
knew this was the place.”

Now VanAlstine just needed to assemble
his team.

“The first person | called was Lucas,”



VanAlstine said. Capistrant came aboard
as the general manager and Will attributes
much of the success of their launch to
Lucas’ hard work.

Next VanAlstine knew he needed to build an
online presence. He noticed a local content
creator who was a LEGO® and Star Wars
enthusiast who went by Obi-Wan Kenobricks.
Will reached out to arrange a meeting and
soon Thomas Myers was using his Jedi
powers as their new social media manager.

“Social media is so important to keep
the public’s eyes on your business,” Myers
said. “We post a lot of fun videos to keep
our followers engaged.”

Bricks & Minifigs just reached 3,000
followers on Instagram. Keeping a
consistent connection to their community
is crucial to a business like this one. They
made a couple of initial investments in
classic sets before they opened, but now
VanAlstine relies on people to bring in
their old LEGO® items, where the Bricks &
Minifigs team buys them for money or store
credit. They then take the used sets, break
them down, ensure they are complete,
reseal and then resell them.

The rarest, most expensive item at Bricks
& Minifigs is a pirate set from 1992 valued
at $2,200. Used pieces like this can mean
big payouts for those who bring them in.
Those dusty old sets in your attic may be
your buried treasure.

“Our business has literally been built by
the community,” VanAlstine said. “So we
try to give back whenever we can.”

ADVENTURES WITH LEGO®

There are a few different terms used at
Bricks & Minifigs. One is AFOL - Adult

Minifigs are little characters that go with different LEGO
sets and are just as collectible as the sets themselves.

Fan of LEGO®, collectors who often like
to compete in building events. Another is
MOC - My Own Creation, where a creator
builds something unique out of LEGO®
that is not a set. The front of their store
features some of these unique models
built by Mission residents of all ages. Kids
and collectors are all welcome to come
play in this little corner of the LEGO®
universe. Since opening last Fall, the store
has hosted a number of events.

“There are as many different kinds of
LEGO®, and LEGO® fans, as there are kinds

CERTIFIED

Used LEGO sets at Bricks & Minifigs are certified by the team that all of the
pieces are included.

of people,” Myers said.

Over the holidays Bricks & Minifigs held
an ornament making event. Over 100 kids
attended and got to make their own LEGO®
ornaments and take them home. Inspired
by the success of this event, VanAlstine said
they plan to make this a yearly event.

The team has seen some surprising
connections thanks to a love for LEGO®.

"My dad bought my mom a LEGO® set of
the London skyline for Valentine's Day,” Myers
said. “I didn’t even know he liked LEGO®.”

The biggest LEGO® project Myers ever
attempted was putting together a bust
of Star Wars villain Darth Maul. He spent
almost a year gathering the thousands of
mostly black pieces. He got the last few
hundred blocks from VanAlstine's store
the day before their grand opening. Myers
worked from 3 p.m. to the early morning
hours putting the fearsome character
together. The bust now looks out the store’s
window, ready to greet each new visitor.

“We want people to come in and have
fun,” VanAlstine said. “We have one
collector who drives all the way from
Topeka a couple of times a week.” Typically,
people spend a couple of hours in the store
looking for a new set, or maybe just that
one block they still need. VanAlstine notes,
“The more people come in, the more we
can grow. We have been very lucky.”

Bricks & Minifigs is located at 5327 Johnson
Dr., in the Mission Mart shopping center.

To discover more or to find all of their
online platforms visit bricksandminifigs.
com/mission-ks.

April 2024 | 29



30 ¢ MISSION MAGAZINE

\\ PROUD DEALER OF
WINDOW COVERINGS

—_
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\ Google &

x SHOWROOM
_ Jﬁ 5440 Martway, Mission, KS 66205

PHONE

MAKLER
STUDIO

AND FABRICS www.kcmakerstudio.com

(913) 669-0616

WEBSITE
BlindBroker.com

SERVING THE KANSAS CITY AREA FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
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“Your One Stop Shop for
Modern Quilting & Crafting
5331 Johnson Drive

Mission, KS 66205
913-314-0340




5 LOCATIONS

THE BAR IN MISSION
6101 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS 66202
913-387-4033

THE BAR AT WEST PLAZA
1121 W 47th St., Kansas City, MO 64111
816-216-6485

BAR WEST SHAWNEE
7174 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS 66217
913-248-9378

THE BAR OLATHE
14871 151st Street, Olathe, KS 66062
913-839-3800

THE BAR PRAIRIE VILLAGE
5316 W. 95th St., Prairie Village, KS 66207
913-370-7030

USE CODE: SPRING20

VALID IN-STORE WITH COUPON OR ONLINE. EXPIRES 6/28/2024.
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. LIMIT 1 PER CUSTOMER.

5438 Johnson Dr
Mission, Kansas

New daily food and drink specials beginning June 1st

HAPPY HOUR MONDAY-FRIDAY 2-6PM

www.thebarskc.com
Like us on Facebook
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k off the summer camp season (Rosie Keaton-Ferren picth

second from righti

green shirt, Jenny Smith pictured far left).

MISSION SUMMER CAMP

camper to counselor

From

The ever-popular Mission Summer
Camp, which has spanned nearly two
decades, has made its mark on the
hearts of countless Mission residents.
Many of those are children who once
scampered the halls as campers and are
returning as counselors.

Camp counselors like Rosie Keaton-
Ferren and Phoenix Fisk didn't give up
on the idea of summer camp after aging
out as campers. Their fond memories of
a summer well spent were a major draw
for each of them when it came time to
find a summer job.

Rosie Keaton-Ferren began her Mission
Summer Camp journey as a kindergartener
and loved spending summers with what
she calls her “camp family.”

A lifelong Mission resident and current
freshman at St. Mary’s University, Rosie
remembers the Powell Community Center
as an integral part of her childhood. “(My
sister Katie and I) were always up there.

It feels like we grew up in the community
center.” Rosie reached out to apply for

32 + MISSION MAGAZINE

a counselor’s position as soon as she
was eligible. “l was just turning 16 as the
summer started, which meant | could be
hired, and | couldn’t wait!”

Remembering the close relationships
formed with her counselors and fellow
campers, Rosie hopes to bring that
family feel to the program each summer.
"It was like a home away from home, and
now as a counselor, | just want to be that
for the little kids | have each year.”

Rosie can’t help but notice some major
changes over the many years she's been
involved with the camp. “The growth
that the community center and pool
have had is huge. It's grown leaps and
bounds, in a good way, from what it was
when | was a kid.”

For current University of Kansas freshman
Phoenix Fisk, the Mission Summer Camp
was the perfect place to enjoy time with
friends when the school year wound down.
Summers spent in the program came to
define what summer should be—full of
swimming, friends, activities, and day trips.

“As a camper, | really enjoyed the field
trips. | don't have any siblings, so getting to
hang out with a lot of kids was such a fun
experience for me.”

Phoenix enjoyed several years as a
camper in both the original Mission
Summer Camp and the Teen and Tween
program. When the time came to find
summer employment, she too wasn't
quite willing to let go of all that summer
fun just yet.

“I knew (from my experience at camp)
that working here would be a fun job,
and it actually doesn’t even feel like
a job because we're having such a
good time!” says Phoenix. From small
things like finally getting access to the
counselor’s closet where all the goodies
are stored, to the relationships formed
between counselors and campers, both
Phoenix and Rosie continue to enjoy
every minute of the Mission Summer
Camp ride.

Having former campers jump at
the chance to return as counselors

i & ¢ 1
/) oWV



is no surprise to Recreation Program
Supervisor Jenny Smith, who is
approaching her tenth year with the
City of Mission and the Mission Summer
Camp. “What we do here has such an
impact on them as children that they
want to come back as adults.” Jenny
was thrilled to see both Phoenix and
Rosie come back as counselors as she
remembered each of them as campers.
“In the interviews | have (with former
campers), it is so validating to hear them
say 'l loved coming here, | loved my time
here, | loved the other campers, and |
loved my counselors, and | want to be
that for someone else!’” said Jenny.
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"It's a family here," Rosie
said. "Nothing compares to

this environment. It's a great
environment to work in and it was a
great environment to grow up in."

While there are many things that set
the Mission Summer Camp apart, Smith
notes that one important area of focus
is the training and support provided to
counselors. “With that training and the
buy-in we get from our counselors, it’s
special. They are dedicated and are able

joying a
"theme" day at

L

. Winter i
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to form amazing relationships.”

Another thing that brings happiness to
campers and counselors alike? Staying
busy. Campers are always on the move
in one way or another, and counselors
play a large role in choosing and directing
activity. “We go swimming four days
a week, we do field trips, we have
different add-on programs according
to the interest of the campers: tennis,
basketball, swimming, pickleball, chess,
arts and crafts and Legos, just to name
a few. The sheer variety that we can
offer and the consistent engagement
of the campers is amazing,” Smith says,
noting that the popularity of the program
reflects the efforts put forth to make
summer camp much more than just
babysitting. “We keep our objectives and
goals clear,” Jenny says. “We are here to
provide an experience every day.”

As Rosie winds up her freshman
year of college she looks forward to
returning to Mission Summer camp for
a fourth season as a counselor. “It's
a family here,” Rosie said. ” Nothing
compares to this environment. It's a
great environment to work in and it was
a great environment to grow up in.”

Pheonix Fisk will soon be wrapping up her
freshman year at the University of Kansas.

Summer Cam

die mission
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Mandy Chick is taking to the track
and carving out her name as a
driver on the ARCA

racing series.
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Where Is She Now?

Mandy Chick on track for a bright future

Story by Kate Deacon e Photos by the Chick family

eeping up with Mandy Chick is
not for the faint of heart. As a
driver on the ARCA racing series,
Mandy can be found at speeds
of up to 180 miles per hour, but she’s also
aiming for the finish line at Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology, where she'll
graduate with multiple majors and will be
well on her way to a master’s degree by
Thanksgiving.

The daughter of Fire Chief Steve Chick,
Jr. of Consolidated Fire Department #2,
which proudly serves Mission KS, was
featured in these pages in 2019 as she
prepared to finish high school. Five years
later, she's moving faster than ever!

Not only is Mandy the driver and co-
owner of the Chick Engineering racing
team (along with dad Steve, Mom Jennifer
and Grandpa Steve Chick, Sr.), she is a
full-time student at Rose-Hulman Institute
of Technology, a private engineering
school in Indiana.

“It's pretty wild,” Mandy said. “I'm getting
my bachelor’s degree in mechanical
engineering and my master’s in engineering
management at the same time.”

Throw in minors in economics and
entrepreneurial studies and you begin to
see—Mandy thrives while juggling many
things at once. “It’s chaos in some ways,
but I'm such an engineering personality
type that | have spreadsheets that keep
me on track.”

In 2022, the Chick family sold their late
model racing team and took advantage
of an opportunity to purchase a team in
the ARCA Menards Series. Categorized
as a professional league of racing under
the NASCAR umbrella, the ARCA series
tours the country and hosts races at iconic
venues. Mandy's debut in the ARCA
series was at the Indianapolis Raceway
Park in July of 2022.

From there, Mandy says the focus was
on slowly building the team, one race at
a time.

“We hit it big with Daytona the next
year, with a top five finish in our first
Super Speedway race ever,” Mandy says.
“Daytona is absolutely amazing. It's such
a cool place with so much history.”

As partial owner of the racing team

-

Chick Engineering, Mandy is involved

in every facet of team operations. From
developing relationships with marketing
partners, to contemplating merchandise
and car wrap designs, to the intense
physical training that is integral to the
sport, Mandy enjoys each aspect of the
racing team experience.

“One of the biggest misconceptions
about race car drivers is most people
think we just get behind the wheel, turn
left, and that's it. But there’s so much
more that goes into it!”

On top of managing the team as a
business, there’s the physical racing
preparation. Weekly training ranges from
fitness workouts, mental preparation,
learning the intricacies of each track, and
even undergoing heat training to endure
the high temperatures involved in racing.

Focused hydration and a cooling suit help,
but most people don't realize how hot it can
get inside the race car. Mandy remembers,
"One time we measured my leg temperature
at 170 degrees, and my shoes were melting
in the floorboard of the car.”

Looking ahead to the 2024 season, Mandy

is enthusiastic about the team’s prospects
overall. “We're one of the only family-
owned teams in our series, [operating on]
a smaller budget than what most teams
run on. And we're having much success.”
Kicking off the 2024 season with a return to
Daytona, Chick Engineering hopes to run
6-8 races this year.

After Daytona (and a few final exams)

e LTS

Chick
Engineering
Team is one
of the only

- family-owned
racing teams
on their
circuit.

comes Talladega, then it's home to the
Kansas Speedway in May. The racing
lineup continues through the summer
and fall, when Mandy will finish up her
master's degree and hopes to secure an
engineering position at General Motors.

“Racing is always number one, but | have
such passions in the engineering world as
well that | don't think | could completely
get out of engineering...I love my position
with General Motors,” Mandy said. She is
looking forward to a summer internship
which will lead to a full-time position with
GM beginning in January of 2025.

And if all that wasn't enough.....why not
throw a wedding into the mix? Mandy
plans to marry Chick Engineering team
member Dalton Gregory in December
2024, then it's off to the races again—she's
already got her eye on the 2025 season!

Mandy is quick to brag on her team.
"Qur team is all volunteer crew members;
most of them are either retired or active
firefighters and they work really hard,”
she said. “They're very dedicated. The
fact that we're a small, family-owned team
from a little town in Kansas and we're
having these kinds of successes. I'm just
really proud to be where we are!”

Plan to cheer on Mandy and the Chick
Engineering Team as the ARCA Menards
Series returns to the Kansas Speedway on
May 4, 2024. To keep pace with Mandy
and her racing visit www.mandychick.com
or on Facebook @MandyChick.
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ANY WHOLE PIE

Take-out only. Not valid with any other offers.
Offer good with Mission Magazine coupon only.
No photo-copies accepted. Expires 6/28/2024.

WITH THE PURCHASE

OF 2 MEALS & 2 DRINKS

Dine-in only. Not valid on Sundays, holidays or Early
Dinner Deals. Senior discount does not apply. Offer
good with Mission Magazine coupon only. No
photo-copies will be accepted. Expires 6/28/2024.

Trinity Anglican Church

Scripture Tradition Reason

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR CHURCH
BUT NOT
YOUR FAITH?

TrinityAnglicanParish.org
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KITCHEN & BATH

v’ Award winning

v/ Outstanding reputation for
design and craftsmanship

v Professional design assistance

v NARI certified kitchen and
bath remodeler and certified
lead carpenters

v Our highly skilled carpenters
are our employees

Request a design consultation today!

Visit our website at missionkb.com
5845 Horton, Mission, KS 66202
913-362-4242

ACCREDITED M
A CochEss NARI
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Petterson Pet Pettersson Pet Petterson Pet Go Pet Go
Grocery =8 Groomery 115 NE 91st St. 218 N 291 Highway 6270 Jefferson Ave. 6200 Johnson Drive
Kansas City, MO 64155  Liberty, MO 64068 Parkville, Mo 64152  Mission, KS 66202
816-436-4000 816-415-2244 816-584-0202 913-283-8363

NATURAL PET FOOD - SELF SERVICE BATHS < NAIL TRIMS
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Cel
(1

SNE10%  $30FF  $3 0FF

On Any
Frozen Food Item U-Wash

One coupon per customer. Expires 6/28/2024. One coupon per customer. Expires 6/28/2024.

Nail
Trim

One coupon per customer. Expires 6/28/2024.
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MISSION MARKET’S PRESENTING
MLSSION SPONSOR FOR SEASON 10

MARKET

Many thanks to Mainstreet Credit Union’s continued support of the Mission
Market, now celebrating 10 years of bringing the best of locally grown
foods, artisan goods, live music and more to the heart of downtown
Mission. Opening day for the 2024 Market is June 6th.

You can visit Mainstreet Credit Union at: MA' N ST RE ET

6025 Lamar Avenue, Mission, KS 66202 CREDIT UNION

Visit us each Thursday from 4:30 - 8:00 p.m.
June 6th through August 29!

Have fun this summer at Bishop Miege!

m\)s start G’ades

EMMEH

CAMPS
STEM - Enrlchment sports

We are proud to offer a variety
of enrichment programs and
sports camps for all ages.

M' BISHOP MIEGE

ERNG 5§ C 5l [ONONE

Scan code for a full list of summer camps and registration (8 scAN ME
or visit Bishopmiege.com/summercamp
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PARKS + RECREATION

Spend Time Outdoors With
Mission Parks + Recreation!

Upcoming Events MFAC
Season Pass Pricing: per person

Resident Non-Resident

Sat. May 4 | 10AM | Streamway Park

$45  $60

Fri. June 7| 7:30PM | MFAC
Fri. Aug. 23 | 7:30PM | MFAC

Movies in the Park

Fri. June 14 | Dusk | Mohawk Park (Migration)
Fri. Aug. 9 | Dusk | Andersen Park (Kung Fu Panda 4)

Fri. June 21| 6PM | Andersen Park

Super Pass
Adult Moon"ght sSwim Participating Pools: Fairway, Mission, Prairie Village
Sat. June 29 | 7PM | MFAC Super Pass Pricing: per person
Resident Non-Resident

Mission Summer Family Picnhic

Sat. July 13 | 6PM | Broadmoor Park $ 20 $ 2 5
Cost is in addition to annual pool member-
Under the Sea Pool Party ship at a participating pool. Family passes

Sat. July 27 | 6PM | MFAC

are not available.

Residents must purchase memberships
in their home city. Non-residents must

Concert in the Park
establish one year of pool membership prior

Fri. Aug. 30 | 6PM | Broadmoor Park to Super Pass eligibility.

6200 Martway St. | Mission, KS 66202 | 913.722.8200 |




5917 Beverly, Mission, KS
913-403-9500

Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

Casey’s ... ...

Auto Repair 913-403-9503
p Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

Taking care of your car Friday - 7am -4pm
www.caseysautorepair.com

Oil
Change
(free lube)

* Brakes e Tune-ups

 Hub match brake rotors e Work with extended warranty
(eliminating brake pulsation) companies

* Repair or replace engines, ¢ Reprogram ignition keys & remote
transmissions & differentials fobs

e Perform all factory maintenance ¢ Repair or replace windshields

e Unlock your cars radio e Computer Diagnostics

» Electrical

ASE Certified * NAPA Car Care Center




