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Welcome to summertime in Mission! The 
kids are out of school, the days are longer, 
the grass is greener, and things seem to 
move just a little more slowly. The Mission 
Market is in full swing on Thursday nights, 
the water at the Mission Family Aquatic 
Center is calling your name, and there are 
plenty of outdoor activities happening in 
our parks.

Our second issue of the Mission 
Magazine this year is focused on 
sustainability. The cover story features 
two local families in Mission who are 
bringing sustainable practices right into 
their backyards by raising chickens and 
keeping bees. Alice Ames and Lee Ryherd 
find that producing  eggs and honey, 
respectively, is both a cost effective and 
sustainable way to provide these popular 
commodities for their families. I know I 
enjoyed reading more about how you can 
make this work at home, though it takes 
quite  a commitment to be successful in 
these endeavors! 

The magazine also features two local 
families who have invested in alternative 
energy sources for their homes. 
Sustainability Commission member Josh 
Thede and his fiancée Ellen Ramsey 
installed solar panels on their home last fall 
and are already seeing the benefits. They 
were one of eight residents who pulled 
City permits to install residential solar 
panels in 2022. Bill and Cathy Thomas 
have been reaping the benefits of their 
geothermal heating and cooling system 
since 2009. Growing up during the energy 
crisis, Cathy shares with us how saving 
water and utilizing alternative energy has 
always been of importance to her. 

Next, Jessica Carlson shares her 
experiences with biking in Mission - 
especially her dedication to biking her 
three young daughters to school and to 
sports practices, which she has done for 

a number of years. Making an investment 
in a Bunch Bike has allowed the Carlsons 
to help maintain healthy and sustainable 
transportation habits. Jessica will be the 
first one to tell you that the best way to 
get to know your city is on a bicycle!

We are also proud to feature a story 
highlighting how three of our local 
businesses are incorporating sustainability 
into their operations. Several of our 
Mission entrepreneurs across various 
sectors - a hair salon, a coffee shop, and 
a brewery - share their commitments 
not only to environmental sustainability 
but also to things like a sustainable living 
wage. We are excited to continue to 
highlight their successes and the successes 
of other retailers and services providers 
throughout the Mission community.

The final story in this issue showcases 
the “Kids Feeding Kids” program. The 
Consumer and Family Services teacher 
at Horizons High School has partnered 
with Pete’s Garden to bring an important 
program on food waste, food insecurity, 
and giving back to the community to 
the students in her classroom. I’m always 
inspired to discover these kinds of 
opportunities right here in our metro area.

I hope there is something in this issue 
that piques your interest or challenges 
you to explore more sustainable practices 
in your own daily life. And, whether your 
summer plans have you sticking close to 
home or taking off on a new adventure, 
I encourage you to find the time to relax 
and refresh!

-Sollie Flora, Mayor

June/July 2023 | 3

Contents

PUBLISHER ....................................................David Small
EDITOR ............................................................... Kris Baker
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE .........................Angie Riffel
GRAPHIC DESIGNER ................................Mike Nickells
EDITORIAL BOARD .................................Stoney Bogan

Trent Boultinghouse
Cathy Casey
Kate Deacon

Kathy Lockard
Mark Raduziner

Laura Smith

JUNE/JULY 2023

Additional copies of the Mission Magazine are available at participating advertisers. You can also view it on the City’s website, 
www.missionks.org. To advertise in Mission Magazine, contact Angie Riffel at 913.951.8446 or ariffel@metromediapublishers.com. 

If you have a story idea, contact Laura Smith at 913.676.8352 or lsmith@missionks.org.

Copyright © 2023 Town Square Publications
P.O. Box 280, Arlington Heights, IL 60006
(847) 427-4905 | marketing@tspubs.com
www.TownSquarePublications.com

On the 
cover: 
Thanks to a 
city ordinance 
Jochen Silveira, 
Charlotte 
Russell-Ames 
and Alice Ames 
are able to raise 
chickens in 
Mission.

Photo by 
Kathy Delorenzo

welcome to 
SUMMERTIME IN MISSION!

6 Sustainability starts at home 

10 For the love of biking

14 Learning the birds and 
 the bees

17 Newsletter

24 Bulletin board

28 Local businesses put the  
 spotlight on sustainability 

34 Serving with love



Someone is 
accidentally 
injured every 
second

That’s why our ER experts stand ready 24/7 to care for you.

Unexpected moments happen. When they do, you can trust that AdventHealth’s ER experts 

are ready to safely care for you at four locations  

throughout Johnson County. And, we’ve made it  

easy to schedule a non-life-threatening emergency  

room visit online so you can wait in the comfort of  

home and arrive at a time convenient for you.

Schedule online at 
GetInQuickERKC.com.
In case of a life-threatening emergency, call 911

Four Johnson 
County Locations
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Ellen Ramsey 
and Josh Thede 

paid $1.07 for 
electricity last 
month. Their 
bill has been 

continually 
going down 

since installing 
solar panels 

last fall.



he sun was shining brightly over 
Mission, illuminating the large, shiny 
solar panels on the roof as Josh 
Thede walked across his backyard. 

He points over to the large rain barrels 
leaned against the side of his house. “They 
collect all the water we use for our plants 
back here,” Thede said. “We can water the 
whole yard with what we are able to collect 
in the barrels.”

This is just one example of how the 
ideas of reuse, recycling and renewal 
are becoming more visible around town. 
Recently several Mission residents have 
taken steps to make their homes more 
sustainable. Missionites have a strong 
reputation for their focus on community, 
and now some locals want to get the 
word out about their commitments to 
the environment. “We just wanted to do 
our part,” Thede said about the recent 

improvements to his house. “These issues 
are really important to us and so when we 
were able to add solar, we were excited to 
do it. We wanted to be part of the solution.” 
 
Solar power for a dollar

It was late fall 2022 when Thede and 
his fiance Ellen Ramsey installed 23 solar 
panels on their Mission home. Though 
not realized overnight, the benefits have 
occurred quickly. “We have seen our 
electric costs go down since we put in 
the solar panels,” Ramsey said. “It’s easy 
to use; we just flip a switch, and all of our 
electricity comes from the solar panels 
now. We hoped we would save money by 
installing them, and we have.” With each 
passing month, the savings have increased. 
Thede and Ramsey’s last electric bill was 
just one dollar and seven cents. 

“When we got the bill we couldn’t 

believe it,” Ramsey said. “The savings 
worked out exactly as we hoped.”

Another big factor in their decision to 
install the solar panels was a 30 percent 
federal tax credit that was available. After 
the text credit, the cost for the solar panels 
was in the high $20,000 range. Thede said 
programs and incentives like this help the 
decision to install solar panels make sense. 
“We are advocates of the ‘Three P’s’, planet, 
people and prosperity,” Thede said. “All 
three are connected and doing things that 
are good for the planet and other people is 
also good for your own prosperity.”

   In 2022, eight residents pulled permits to 
install solar on their homes. There are several 
companies who can perform the installation 
and Thede said the process only took a few 
hours. For more information Thede said 
there are several resources online including 
ussunsolar.com and drawdown.org.  

Sustainability
 starts at home

Mission residents use alternative systems to help with energy costs

T
By Kris Baker   •   Photos by Kathy DeLorenzo

June/July 2023 | 7
Twenty-three solar panels line the roof of Thede and Ramsey's Mission home.



Digging down for  
geothermal energy

Across town, another local couple chose 
to look down to the earth for their energy 
needs. Mission residents Cathy and Bill 
Thomas installed a geothermal heating 
and cooling unit in their home in 2009. 
The system itself provides heating and 
cooling which eliminates the need for two 
separate units. “We saw it on This Old 
House where we learned the unit uses 
the consistent 50-60 degree temperature 
underground as a starting place to heat or 
cool your home,” Cathy said. 

After doing their own research to find 
an installer, it took just a day for the 
company to drill a hole in the Thomas's 
backyard and install the equipment in 
their basement. “It made sense to us,” 
Bill said. “I am dollar-driven and we were 
hoping to use less electricity and lower 
our utility bills.” 

In the winter their costs stay relatively 
the same as with a traditional system, 
but during the summer months their 
energy use and costs go way down. 
Cathy says she used to enjoy comparing 
the usage graphs online and seeing 
how low it would go. More than saving 
money, however, geothermal units save 
energy. This is something Cathy has 
taken an interest in for as long as she 
can remember. “We grew up during 
the energy crisis, so my awareness of 

how often I turned on the lights, ran 
the dishwasher or did the laundry was 
high,” Cathy said. “I have always been 
interested in saving water and alternative 
energy.”

Cathy contends she has grown up 
in a time with a new emphasis on 
environmental issues.

“The EPA started when I was 11 and 
I have seen the impact it has had to 
improve our air and water,” Cathy said. 
“I think sustainability can be helped by 
individual actions but the most impact will 
come from institutional changes and with 
governments working together.” Cathy 
believes the City of Mission is a leading 
advocate for sustainability in the area, but 
there is always more that can be done. 

Government and residents 
working hand in hand       

Many local residents are passionate 
about the overall sustainability of Mission. 
Cathy Thomas is interested in saving and 
cultivating indigenous plants. Josh Thede is 
an engineer who focuses on recycling and is 
on Mission’s Sustainability Commission. He 
and Ellen are planning their all-natural green 
wedding. “You don’t have to be perfect, but 
everyone can do something,” Thede said. 
“I’m excited to see all the local volunteers 
we have and all of the green spaces we have 
here in Mission. The City takes the cause of 
sustainability seriously, and with everyone 
working together, it’s never too late to make 
a difference.”

8 • MISSION MAGAZINE

Bill and Cathy Thomas use less power in their home after installing their geothermal unit, which controls 
heating and cooling.
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With her trusty 
cargo bike, Jessica 

Carlson gives her 
kids (Lana, Cora and 
Vera) a lift to school. 



essica Carlson believes the best way 
to really get to know a city is on the 
back of a bicycle. She can often be 
seen going up and down the hills of 

Mission on her bike, navigating the streets 
and avenues. If you see her you might also 
notice three young passengers enjoying 
the ride as well.

Carlson has been taking her three young 
girls to school everyday on her bike for a 
number of years. She started by attaching 
a trailer to the back of her bike. Then she 
discovered an electric cargo bike, a bike 
with a large carrying cart with enough 
room for all her kids to grow.    

“I’ve always been an avid biker,” Carlson 
said. “So this was a great way to save on 
gas and get to spend some time with the 
girls. This bike was a great fit.”

Biking the kids to school and to their 

sports practices means Carlson is always on 
the move, taking Vera to preschool, Lana to 
first grade and Cora to third. She says her 
oldest is now starting to ride her own bike 
alongside.

“I hoped to pass down a love of biking, 
and I think it’s working,” she said. Her 
trips have taught her how to avoid the 

busy intersections and get around any 
congestion. “Riding a bike also makes you 
a better driver,” Carlson said.

Carlson said she is often stopped on her 
rides and asked about the bicycle.She is 
more than happy to answer questions and 
she can also be found online at bunchbike.
com. There people can sign up with 
Carlson for a test ride of their own. She 
said she would be happy to see more riders 
in Mission, along with a few more bike 
lanes opened. 

Along with being a healthy and 
environmentally-friendly habit, Carlson 
believes bike riding is also good for mental 
health. “Slow down and take in more of 
your surroundings,” Carlson said. “You 
become more aware of your place, and 
you feel more of a connection to your 
environment because of that.” 

By Kris Baker   •   Photos by Kathy DeLorenzo

FOR THE LOVE
OF BIKING

Mission mom bikes her kids to school

J
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Dad 
Mitch Carlson 

often joins 
Jessica and 
the girls on 

their trips 
around 

Mission.
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Now hiring staff and volunteers at three convenient locations:

5304 Martway, Mission, KS 
11310 W. 135th St., Overland Park, KS 
9750 W. 87th St., Overland Park, KS 

Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm 
Saturday: 9am-6pm

  @TurnStylesThrift

Brighten Up Your Summer
Wardrobe at TurnStyles!

Quality Framing & ArtQuality Framing & Art
5830  Johnson Dr. Mission Ks. 66202

pedro@qualityframingandart.com| (913)217-7069

JERSEYS-CERTIFICATES-POSTERS-SHADOW BOX-RESTORATIONS
CUSTOM MATS-MIRRORS-CANVAS-SPECIAL SHAPES

FRAMES FOR EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

DIPLOMA 15% OFF
CUSTOM FRAME 10% OFF

JERSEYS 15% OFF

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER  EXPIRES JULY 20

CORPORATE AND LARGE JOBS  
SPECIAL PRICINGS

`

www.thebarskc.com
Like us on Facebook

Happy Hour Monday-Friday 2-6pm

THE BAR IN MISSION
6101 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS 66202 

913-387-4033

THE BAR AT WEST PLAZA 
1121 W 47th St., Kansas City, MO  64111

816-216-6485

BAR WEST SHAWNEE 
7174 Renner Rd., Shawnee, KS 66217

913-248-9378

THE BAR OLATHE
14871 151st Street, Olathe, KS 66062

913-839-3800 

THE BAR PRAIRIE VILLAGE
5316 W. 95th St., Prairie Village, KS 66207

913-370-7030

5 LOCATIONS

New daily food and drink specials beginning June 1st
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It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live Them
Before you decide on a retirement home, come see our Newly 
Renovated Community. Offering Condo-Style residences with 

unique options for Independent Senior Living. 

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included, right next to door

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities • All Utilities – including

 High Speed Internet & Cable • Aging-in-Place Services 

Chef Prepared Meal – Flexible Options • Essential Transportation

Call for Your Community Tour & Pricing 913-403-8200
View 3-D Floor Plans and photo gallery www.mission-square.com

6220 Martway   Mission, Ks 66202 

Visit Website
mission-square.com

Tours By
Appointment

Call about the next 
open house



hen taking care of 
chickens, one of the first 
things you need to learn is 
how to protect your animals 

from predators. When raising bees, many 
are surprised to learn that it takes more 
time than one might think.

These are just some of the insights 
shared by Mission residents Alice Ames 
and Lee Ryherd. Ames and Ryherd have 
joined a growing number of people in the 
city raising livestock on their property. 
Popular commodities like eggs and honey 
are always in demand and raising your 
own is a sustainable and cost effective 
way to provide for a family. Not a lot of 
space is required and it can be rewarding 
work. The animals themselves can even 
begin to feel like part of the family. 
Small-scale livestock raising has been 
shown to be environmentally beneficial as 
well. Recently a couple of Mission home 
owners shared their story of how they 
entered this world. 

Local family has several 
feathered friends

Why did the chicken cross the road? 
Or in this case why did the chicken cross 
the yard? This was the question Alice 
Ames was asking herself one warm spring 
day in 2018. Ames was sitting out back 
of her house when she saw a chicken 
right outside her fence. The chicken 
was near the street and looked to be 
in distress. Ames was able to round-up 
the chicken and deliver the chicken back 
to her neighbor’s home where it lived. 
After talking with her neighbor about all 
the benefits of raising chickens, Ames 
decided to try it for herself.

 “I got hooked pretty quickly,” Ames 
said. She bought her first chicken and 
the family was able to buy a coop online 
and assemble it in their backyard. They 
have maintained the coop with parts they 
got from Mack True Value Hardware, and 

now her brood has grown to five. “They 
all have a lot of personality,” Ames said. 
“The kids love feeding them grapes and 
we have really bonded with them.”

Each chicken produces about one egg 
a day and collecting has become another 
fun, family activity. The biggest concern 
is actually the safety of the birds. A lot of 
local wildlife would love to make Ames’ 
feathered companions into their next 
meal. “If they are out of the coop we 
have to watch them and be on guard 
duty,” Ames said. “Other than that, we 
just maintain their environment and 
watch them grow. They have become 
part of the family.”  
 
Mission man earns his 
stripes as a beekeeper

Lee Ryherd grew up around bees. His 
parents raised them when Ryherd was in 
high school. In the winter of 2020 Ryherd 

By Kris Barker
Photos by Kathy DeLorenzo

W

LEARNING THE BIRDS & THE BEES
You can find honey and eggs in backyards right here in Mission
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Alice Ames collects eggs from 
the chicken coop her family 
built in their backyard.



inherited all of his parents' beekeeping 
equipment when they were looking to 
downsize. Ryherd knew the city allowed 
backyard beekeeping, so it seemed like a 
golden opportunity to try a new project 
that would be enjoyable and help with 
sustainability.

Soon Ryherd had 10,000 new residents 
living on his property. If that sounds like 
a lot of bees, Ryherd said that’s just par 
for the course. “Their numbers fluctuate; 
sometimes it goes up to 50 or 60 
thousand,” Ryherd said. “Controlling their 
numbers is one of the most important 
parts of the job. That and keeping them 
safe from pests.”

This is now Ryherd’s fourth season 
keeping backyard bees and he has 
averaged around 50 pounds of honey 
each season. “Once your friends and 
family know you are raising bees, the 
honey goes fast,” he said. In addition 
to requests for honey, the buzz about 
Ryherd’s bees has spread in other ways. 
A couple of years ago a neighbor had 
a potential hazardous nest of bees on 
their property. Ryherd investigated. After 
discovering they were not his bees, he was 
able to round them up and move them to 
his hive. “It worked out. I got some free 
bees,” Ryherd laughed.

The bees are one way that Ryherd and 
his family think about the environment. 

“We try to be as sustainable as we can,” 
he said. “We go to the Farmers’ Market. 
We grow our own vegetables and honey. 
The fact Mission allows for backyard bees 
and chickens is a plus. They also try to 
educate people on what can be recycled 
and what can’t. There are a number of 
sustainability resources people can take 
advantage of in Mission.”

Ryherd is a member of  the Northeast 
Kansas Bee Association and they have 
given him a lot of advice. “It takes more 
time than you think,” he said. “You have 

to check the hive every two weeks. You 
have to be concerned with safety. You 
have to be an actual beekeeper, and not 
just a bee-haver.” 

To keep backyard bees or chickens 
Mission residents must obtain an 
Accessory Animal Permit. For more 
information on the city’s ordinances on 
raising chickens and bees and to apply 
for a permit visit the City’s website at 
missionks.org and search chicken + 
beekeeping permits.  
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Lee Ryherd uses specialized
equipment when harvesting the honey

produced by his backyard bees.

Ames' brood produces about 
one egg per chicken daily.
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BIRRIA QUESO TACOS 
AND BIRRIA PIZZA

We have horchata!

Online and delivery  
provided by  
chownow

Visit our Mission location 
Open daily at 10am

5038 Lamar Ave
Mission, KS 66202

913-283-7111
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

First Wednesday every month, 6:30 
p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Fourth Wednesday every month, 7 
p.m. 

GOVERNING BODY 

Trent Boultinghouse …… 

Arcie Rothrock ............ 913.568.2872 

Ken Davis ................... 913.669.7095 

Fall Yard Waste 
Tips 
As the leaves begin to fall 
you may be wondering what 
to do with your yard waste. 
Mission residents have sev-
eral options for Fall yard 
clean up, such as mulching 
the leaves, composting the leaves, or disposing of them through 
the weekly trash pickup. 

If you decide to bag your leaves, please ensure the yard waste is 
in biodegradable paper bags or in containers clearly marked “Yard 
Waste.” Plastic bags will not be accepted for yard waste and set 
outs should not weigh more than 40 pounds. Each household is 
allowed 10 bags or bundles of yard waste set outs per week.   

If you choose to compost your leaves, make sure to regularly turn 
the compost pile to prevent it from becoming a nuisance to neigh-
boring properties. While leaves blowing from one property to an-
other is not a violation of City Code, please consider doing your 
part to keep our neighborhoods looking clean and tidy! 

In September, Mission voters 
will have the opportunity to 
consider renewal of the exist-
ing dedicated street sales 
which helps to fund essential 
street maintenance and infrastructure projects city wide.  

Street maintenance remains a high priority for Mission resi-
dents. In the 2021 citizen satisfaction survey, 89% of residents 
expressed support for increased City investment in the mainte-
nance of neighborhood streets, and 79% indicated support for 
increased investment in Mission’s major thoroughfares.  

The sales tax, approved by voters in 2011 will expire in March 
2022. This summer, the City Council voted to place the renewal 
question on a special mail ballot election to be held in Septem-
ber. 

For more information on the sales tax renewal, the projects 
completed over the last ten years, and projects proposed for 
the next ten years, and how to vote, please visit the City’s web-
site at www.missionks.org/pavingtheway or contact Emily Ran-
del at 913.676.8368. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Community Development,
Finance and Administration

First Wednesday every month 6:30 p.m.
(overflow business considered on the second 
Wednesday of the month as necessary).

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Third Wednesday every month 7 p.m.

COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS
Fourth Wednesday every month 7 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public.
Visit the calendar at www.missionks.org 
for a complete listing of meetings.

MAYOR
Sollie Flora 913.676.8351

WARD I COUNCIL MEMBERS
Hillary Thomas 913.961.4520
Trent Boultinghouse 620.238.0394

WARD II COUNCIL MEMBERS
Lea Loudon 913.242.4284
Mary Ryherd 913.221.2630

WARD III COUNCIL MEMBERS
Debbie Kring 913.722.6901
Kristin Inman 816.510.7698

WARD IV COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ken Davis 913.669.7095
Ben Chociej 816.332.7985

GOVERNING BODY

MISSION CITY HALL
6090 Woodson |  Mission, KS 66202

Open Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

P 913. 676. 8350

Sustainability Commission members at the recent 
Community-wide Clean-up Event

Mission’s Sustainability Commission
 Mission’s Sustain-
ability Commission 
takes an active role in 
promoting sustainable 
development and best 
practices in City activ-
ities and operations, 
advocating for policies 
that position Mission 
for a successful future.

 These eleven ap-
pointed volunteers 
meet monthly and 
advise the Council on 
polices, programs and 
budget recommen-
dations impacting the 
natural environment, 
the economy and the 
people in our commu-
nity. City Council liai-
sons Debbie Kring and 
Hillary Thomas join the Commission each month to aid in keeping their 
work closely connected to the Governing Body.

 The Commission members take their work seriously, but they have 
fun doing it! You can see them out in the community participating in 
clean-up events, offering holiday light recycling annually, and most re-
cently coordinating and hosting a multicity Environmental Fair. For more 
information on the Sustainability Commission and their work in Mission, 
please visit the City’s website at www.missionks.org

Memorial Flag Fund
 The American flags are once again 
waving once again along Johnson Drive 
as part of the City’s Memorial Flag Fund 
project. If you would like to honor a cur-
rent service member or veteran, please contact Mission City Hall at 
913.676.8368 or erandel@missionks.org for more information or to 
donate. A full list of honorees is available on the City’s website.
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“If I Were Mayor…” Poster Contest Winners Recognized
 The 2023 winners of the “If I Were May-
or..” poster contest were recognized by 
Mayor Flora at the May City Council meet-
ing. The contest, now in its third year, pro-
vides students in kindergarten through sixth 
grade a chance to share what they would do 
if elected to serve as Mayor of Mission. The 
wisdom, compassion and insight displayed 
in all of the contest entries was remarkable 
and offers an important reminder that, in the 
hands of these future leaders, things look 
pretty bright. “I was impressed with the 
thoughtfulness and the big ideas present-
ed in the posters,“ Mayor Flora said. “Our 
young residents are engaged and paying 
attention to the world around them. It’s truly 
encouraging to imagine them becoming the leaders of tomorrow.” The students’ posters included themes 
of inclusivity, sustainability, economic development and community building. Congratulations to the 2023 
winners!

George, Lana, Mayor Flora, Cora, Claire and Henry share their winning 
poster entries at a recent City Council meeting.

2023 Street Projects
 The 2023 Street Preservation Project for Mission's resi-
dential streets is officially underway, and work will continue 
throughout the summer construction season. The projects 
include street and stormwater improvements, partial drive-
way approach removal and replacement, and full-depth 
pavement reconstruction in the following areas:

• W. 61st Terrace, Lamar Ave. to Woodson Street
• Riggs Avenue, 53rd Street north to dead end
• Reeds Road, 51st Street east to city limits
• Beverly Avenue, 57th Street to 56th Street

 In addition to the residential streets under construction, a $5.2 million project to improve Foxridge Drive 
from Lamar Avenue to 51st Street is also underway. The scope of work includes full depth pavement recon-
struction; sidewalk and retaining walls; stormwater improvements; traffic signal buyout and replacement; 
streetlights; and pavement markings.
 These improvements are funded in part by the dedicated revenue raised by the 3/8-cent street sales tax. 
You can view the latest information about the projects online at missionks.org/streets
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 As we look back more 
than 15 years to the his-
toric signing of the May-
ors Climate Protection 
Act of 2007, one thing 
stands out: the leadership 
role the City of Mission 
played in sparking sus-
tainability goals for our 
region is undeniable. 

 In 2007, Mayor Laura 
McConwell, along with 
a committed city staff 
and council, began to 
face climate and sustain-
ability issues head on in 
response to a compre-
hensive plan that turned 
attention to the water is-
sues Rock Creek presented. After community visioning and a comprehensive plan by Hyatt Palma highlight-
ed the $38 million worth of retail and residential property located on a flood plain, former Mayor McConwell 
remembers “it was imperative that we turn our attention to understanding water, watershed, our creek and 
the clean water issues. So, we had an opportunity to do it better.” Learning about best practices for water 
in our region led to looking at energy consumption, recycling opportunities, creating more walkable spac-
es and many other sustainable practices that could be implemented alongside the improvements to Rock 
Creek. “It’s all small pieces of the bigger picture when it comes to sustainability,” McConwell said. 

 Following a local government retreat in Grand Lake, Colorado, city staff and councilmembers formulated 
a goal to move the discussion surrounding sustainability to the top of the region’s agenda. Hosting the larg-
est single-day signing of The U.S. Conference of Mayor’s Climate Protection Act, a national initiative, would 
bring concerned parties together and allow first tier suburbs to join forces in tackling some of the issues 
that affect all of us. 

 “Each of the different cities in our area have different lanes, and we needed to look at the big picture and 
be sure we were working with our partners. It was a matter of thinking ahead and communicating with all 
the entities when a project was being done,” McConwell noted. While initially encountering doubt and a bit 
of resistance to the idea, McConwell and other key city staff and councilmembers forged forward.  

 Although she spearheaded the plan, McConwell notes that she did not act alone. “Everybody played 
a different role for the common good of the vision, and everyone had a different passion, but we all kept 

Look Back: 2007 Mayors Climate Protection Act Signing

Sixteen Mayors from 
throughout the region joined 
together in 2007 to sign the 

Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement. 



Bob Mann (founder and former CEO of Bridging the Gap) and Bob Berkebile (BNIM Architecture 
and influential environmentalist) present at the 2007 Sustainability Conference organized by the 
City of Mission. 

NEWSLETTER20 NEWSLETTER20

working at it...to get [neigh-
boring cities] on board.” 
When facing skepticism, 
McConwell noted “I kept 
telling people that all roads 
lead to Mission. At one time 
or another, so many people 
have had a Mission story as 
part of their lives. Whether 
they were born here, went 
to school here, worked here 
or any number of things.” 
Being good stewards of this 
crossroads meant moving 
sustainability issues forward 
and hoping they caught on 
to neighboring cities.

 McConwell remembers 
Mission was on the cutting 
edge of many sustainabili-
ty issues before neighboring cities, a fact that sometimes gets overlooked. “Mission was the first to offer 
curbside recycling through Deffenbaugh, and the first to have Ripple Glass for glass recycling.” Successes in 
accomplishing some of the goals set in motion through the Mayors Climate Protection Act sometimes feel 
slow, but steady progress continues, McConwell remarked. “Turn around and look at where we started, and 
now look how far we’ve come. When you do that you realize it might have been slow, but you have really 
moved quite a long way. You've just got to be the tortoise!”

Look Back (Continued)

What was the Mayors Climate Protection Act?
 On Friday November 2, 2007, local mayors from around the Kansas City region gathered at Rock-
hurst University to sign the Mayors Climate Protection Agreement. The City of Mission in concert with 
Rockhurst University and the City of Gladstone, Missouri hosted an event at which sixteen local may-
ors from both Kansas and Missouri took part in the signing. This set the national record for the most 
signings of the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement for a region in a single day. Among other 
things, the agreement calls for participating cities to inventory their greenhouse gas emissions and 
take steps to reduce them to 7% below their 1990 levels by the year 2012. 
(Source: City of Mission Press Release, 2007).
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Call - (913)544-2311
Online - peanutmidwest.com

App - ChowNow

5400 MARTWAY
The PeanutThe Peanut

TO ORDER:

M-F  11am-2am
Sat-Sun  10am-2am

HOURS: 

@missionpeanut

@peanutmission54

MISSION, KS

6900 Martway Street • Mission, Kansas 66202 • 913-236-PETS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Puppies • Small Animals • Fresh, Marine & Tropical Fish • Birds • Reptiles • All Natural Pet Food  
Complete Line of Pet Supplies • Doggy Daycare • Boarding • Grooming

11/20/20

Restrictions Apply Subject to Availability. One Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 8/18/2023

Restrictions Apply Subject to Availability. One Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 8/18/2023

Jones Filled Chew  
Hooves 2 for $6

Jones Filled  Shin Bones 
4” 2 for $7  | 7” 2 for $12

Planning a vacation this summer and don’t know what to 
do with the 4 legged kids?

 Let Us Help You Out

Our climate-controlled boarding facility available 7 days 
a week for your convenience. Staffed with trained Pet 

Lovers to cater to your pet’s individual needs.
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Liberty, MO Office - 816-781-8550 

Mission, KS Office - 913-261-9860 
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CHRISTCHURCHKC.ORG/VBS

Hosted by Christ Church Mission,  
kids entering Kindergarten -  

5th Grade are invited to join us for  
a fun-filled week of  ...

DINNER, GAMES, CRAFTS, and SONGS!
Cost is FREE; dinner & fun start at 

5:30p. Please register in advance.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLVACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

WHEN
WHERE

COST
REGISTER

LEARN MORE
A N D

REGISTER!

July 24 - 27 from 5:30 – 8:00p

5500 Woodson Rd
(meeting @ St. Pius X Catholic Church)

Free!

www.christchurchkc.org/vbs
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5:30p. Please register in advance.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLVACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

WHEN
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COST
REGISTER

LEARN MORE
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REGISTER!

July 24 - 27 from 5:30 – 8:00p

5500 Woodson Rd
(meeting @ St. Pius X Catholic Church)

Free!

www.christchurchkc.org/vbs
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MISSION BULLETIN BOARD
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Mission Family  
Aquatic Center is open! 

Hours: 
Monday-Saturday, 12-7 p.m. and 

Sunday, 12-6 p.m. (subject to change)

Season Passes are available now - sold 
only at the Powell Community Center, 

6200 Martway St.
For daily fees and more membership 

details, visit www.missionks.org.
Stay updated throughout the 

swim season by following  
@missionksparksrec on Instagram.

Dive in
to 

fun!

at Rockhurst University

SAVE THE DATE

Register

now! 

www.climateactionkc.com

Do you or a loved one think you could
use additional services as a result of aging? 
Your first stop for information on a wide variety of services and resources is 

Johnson County Area Agency on Aging
913-715-8861 

Staffed with a real person, you'll get the help you need and pointed in the right direction.
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To register to vote, or change your 
registration - by mail or fax:

 Print the Voter Registration Application from 
jocoelection.org, complete all information, 

sign and send it to the Election Office. 
Registration Applications may be mailed to 

2101 E. Kansas City Rd., Olathe, KS 66061; 
Faxed to 913.791.8934 or 913.791.8935 or 

scanned and e-mailed to 
registration@jocoelection.org. A photo of the document 

may be texted to 913.953.9539.

Congratulations and 
best wishes to several 

long-time Mission 
Business owners who 
have announced their 
retirements recently:  
Janice Routh - Taylored Hair

32 years
Jon Lomshek - Salsa Grill 

22 years

Ray & Becky Hanf
Mission Fresh Fashion 

19 years



26 • MISSION MAGAZINE

KH Automotive

For all of your automotive mechanical repair needs

 

SERVICES: ● Engine repair ● Scheduled maintenance ● Clutches

 ● Automatic and manual transmission repair

 ●  Diagnostics with various equipment including  
Snap-On Verus Edge, Mercedes SDS, Vag-Com and others

 ● Cooling systems including water pumps, radiators, hoses and belts

 ● Brakes, steering, suspension, etc.

 ● Heating/air conditioning including heater cores, compressors and more

 ● Electrical including starters and alternators

Over a century of 

combined experience 

on European vehicles!

Nationwide 
warranty on
most Repairs

 5925 Broadmoor, Mission, KS 66202

913-403-0073 ● www.khautomotive.com

Celebrating 20 years

KH Automotive is a family-owned and operated repair shop in Mission,  KS, servicing all 
makes and specializing in European vehicles such as Mercedes Benz, Land Rover, Jaguar 
and Porsche. Since our company opened its doors in 1999, we’ve treated every customer 
like they were part of our family. Other companies may offer similar services, but our 
services are the best, and come with a personal touch.

5041 Reinhardt Drive •  Shawnee Mission, KS 66205 
www.BishopMiege.com  •  913-262-2700

• College Prep Curriculum  
• Excellent ACT Prep and STEM Programs 
• Scholarships and Financial Aid Available 
• Faith Formation via Education, Liturgies, & Service

Excellence: Our Goal • Success: Our Tradition

Check Us Out This Fall:

Important Dates and Events 
Shadow Opportunities

Open House

Antiques, Home Décor, Jewelry, Collectibles 
and much more.....

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10am – 6pm  |  Sunday: Noon -6pm
5330 Martway  |  Mission, KS   |  913-722-7788  |  www.afabfind.com

AA  FFAABBUULLOOUUSS  FFIINNDD
KC’s Best Antique MallKC’s Best Antique Mall
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MISSION ARTS CENTER
Where art and healing meet

Art gallery |  Wellness through art |  Event space

6124 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS 66202 • (913) 270 7077
info@missionarts.center • www.mission.center

Visit our Center today

Mission Arts Center offers unique works of art from local and international artists, including 
those from Ukraine. At Mission Arts Center, we believe that engaging in a creative process 

is life-enhancing and restorative to mental health. Our mission is to bring the power of 
healing through non-clinical art therapy to the greater Kansas City community. 

Make a big impression with our unique, artistic gifts!

• Visit us at sullyskc.com or follow us on   
   social media @sullyspubkc 
• 17 HD Flatscreen TVs
• Darts | Shuffleboard & Foosball | Skeeball |  
   Pop-a-shot and outdoor games
• Heated/Covered Patio with TVs
• Happy Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6 pm 
• To Go Drinks Now Available Until 11pm
• Patio Bar open weekend nights June, July,  
   and August

WE ARE THE LOCAL TEAMS WE ARE THE LOCAL TEAMS 
WATCH SPOTWATCH SPOT

GAME DAY SPECIALS OFFERED GAME DAY SPECIALS OFFERED 
EVERY GAME DAYEVERY GAME DAY

SUMMER Hours:SUMMER Hours:
Monday-Saturday: 1 pm - 2 am
Sunday: 1 pm - Midnight

Your Gameday 
headquarters for 

the Royals!

Proudly Partnering with Jefferson’s Wingstand next door! QR codes available Proudly Partnering with Jefferson’s Wingstand next door! QR codes available 
on all tables to scan and food delivered hot to your table at Sully’s!on all tables to scan and food delivered hot to your table at Sully’s!

5436 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas
(913) 999-8014  |  www.sullyskc.com



 n addition to residents, the businesses 
of Mission have addressed the issue of 
sustainability in a number of unique and 
creative ways. Gone is the myth that 

being environmentally friendly is not cost 
effective. These businesses have come up 
with ways to help the environment, as well 
as their own bottom dollar. 
 
Elevate Organic Hair Salon
 Jennifer Doppelt opened Elevate 
Organic Hair Salon in October of 2022 
with the focus on being a low-tox, 
holistic self-care studio, implementing 
sustainable practices and using a whole-
person approach to beauty and wellness. 
They partner with trauma-informed hair 
artists, holistic estheticians, massage 
therapists, and Energy Healers to offer 
services that care for the mind, body and 
spirit of their clients..
 “For us sustainability is at the heart of 
everything,” said Mal Shannon, director 
of marketing and community building 
at Elevate. “We base our purchasing 

choices on it, create policies that support 
it, and do our part to partner with 
other businesses that align with that 
mission and vision. We also translate 
sustainability into sustainable income, 
encouraging our team members to set 
their own hourly pricing based on their 
own needs and forgo tipping for income 
that is as sustainable as it can be.”
 A huge component of Elevate’s 
commitment to the earth is their affiliation 
with Green Circle Salons. By joining with 
Green Circle they can recycle almost 
every piece of waste that goes into their 
services; including gloves, foils, plastic 
and even hair. Elevate recently received 
their 2022 Carbon Neutral certification 
based on how much they have offset their 
carbon footprint. Elevate is also a retail-
light space when it comes to products. 
They choose to support companies that 
use post-consumer recycled packaging or 
easily recycled packaging like aluminum 
or glass and then focus on offering refills 
instead of entirely new products.
 “To us sustainability is important 

because we only have one earth,” 
Shannon said. “We have one planet 
to leave to the future generations and 
we want to leave it in the best shape 
possible. The beauty industry sends 
hundreds of pounds of waste to landfills 
every minute and for us it was vital to do 
things differently. By taking simple steps 
we can fight the excess waste while still 
serving our clients well.”
 Elevate also believes that business 
and government can work together for 
positive change.
 “We have noticed some great beginning 
steps including forming the Sustainability 
Commission, offering a recycling table 
at events, and organizing a cleanup day 
for Earth Day,” Shannon said. “We’re 
excited to see how we can best partner 
with the City as a small business and 
look forward to helping them implement 
more projects such as pollinator-friendly 
native landscaping, increased walkability, 
and paper and cardboard recycling for 
businesses.” Elevate Organic Hair Salon is 
located at 5420 Johnson Drive. 

by Kris Baker

I

The crew of 
Elevate Organic 
Salon practice 
sustainability in 
many ways including 
their affiliation with 
Green Circle Salons.  

Photo by Courtney Weibe.
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LOCAL BUSINESSES PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON SUSTAINABILITY



Sandhills Brewing
 Growing up in the sand hills of Kansas, 
Jonathan Williamson developed an 
appreciation of the land. So when he, his 
brother and a friend decided to open 
up their own brewery, two things were 
clear immediately. The name would be 
Sandhills Brewing, and they would try to 
be as sustainable as possible. This can 
be particularly difficult when running 
a brewery. Beer is mostly water, and it 
takes a lot of water to make beer.

 

“We have tried to be sustainable in other 
ways,” Williamson said. “We use recyclable 
materials. Whenever we have food trucks 
we try to make sure all the plates and 
utensils are environmentally friendly. We 
use less plastic. We put a big focus on it.”
 Williamson said their sustainability 
plan is two-fold. The first is to address 
energy consumption. They have a 
second location in Hutchinson that is run 
completely on solar power, and their plan 
is to convert the Mission location to solar 
as well. “We wanted to own the building 
first,” Williamson said. Owning their 
building and putting down roots is part of 
their commitment to the community.
 “I want to be in business for the next 50 
years,” Williamson said. “That is the other 
part of our plan. We want a sustainability 
of people; when we hire someone we 
want them to be in it for the long term. 
The better the business can do, then the 
more we can invest back into the city.”
He would like to see the City invest in 
fewer paved areas and more natural 
walking areas. 
 Williamson believes Sandhills fills a 
unique niche in Mission. “Our goal is to 
be a community hub,” Williamson said. 
“There is work, there is home, and then 
there is the other place; the place where 
you hang out with your friends, talk and 
have a beer. We don’t have TVs. This is 
about getting to know your neighbors. 
It’s a different style, but it’s an important 
role.” Sandhills Brewing is located at 5612 
Johnson Drive. 
 
Mission Board 
Games/Urban Prairie 
Coffee/Primrose
 Sustainability is no game to local 
entrepreneur Mason Hans. Owning three 

businesses in Mission means that Hans 
knows a lot about resource management. 
Hans, along with his parents and business 
partners Jason and Julie Hans, opened 
Mission Board Games, 5605 Johnson 
Dr., in December of 2016, Urban Prairie 
Coffee, next door to Mission Board 
Games, in September of 2017 and The 
Primrose, a craft cocktail bar at 5622 
Johnson Dr. in September of 2022.  
 A focus on the downtown community 
led Hans to open a store for board 
games, as well as the coffee bistro. “I 
was always passionate about community, 
games and competition and felt that 

downtown Mission was the perfect space 
for a game store where avid gamers and 
casual gamers and families would all feel 
welcomed and have a place to play,” Hans 
said. “We opened Urban Prairie Coffee 
when Twisted Sisters closed. The former 
owner was a wonderful neighbor and 
asked if we'd like to take the space after 
she left. And because of our passion for 
community, it felt important to keep a 
local coffee shop in downtown Mission.”
 Though Hans' shops are about fun and 
enjoyment for the customers, they are 
serious work to him. Part of the work is 
about addressing sustainability. “For our 
coffee shop, we encourage customers 
to bring in their own thermos, mug, or 
bottle for drinks and we offer 50 cents off 
their drink if they do,” Hans said. “For all 
of our businesses we pay for a recycling 
dumpster for paper and cardboard and 
separate glass recycling. We also plan on 
installing a water fountain/water bottling 
refilling station (like you would see in an 
airport) next month.”
 For Hans these steps are a necessary part 
of owning a local business. “We think being 
ecologically conscious is important for the 
health of our community,” Hans said.
 So whether a coffee lover, drink 
connoisseur or true gamer, a visit to these 
local Mission businesses is a visit to a 
locally-minded and ecologically aware 
establishment.   
 If you would like to share information 
about how your business (or those you 
frequent) are addressing sustainability, 
please contact Emily Randel at 
913.676.8368 or erandel@missionks.org. 

Jonathan Williamson tends the bar at Sandhills Brewing. Photo by Kathy DeLorenzo.

ZERO WASTE
All of the grains Sandhills Brewing 

use when making their beer is donated 
to a local farmer to feed their cattle. 

Urban Prairie Coffee offers drink discounts 
to customers choosing reusable mugs.
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$6 off
Boreal Dog Food 

Large Bag Any Variety

$3 off
Any 

U-Wash

save 10%
On Any 

Frozen Food Item

Like us on @gopetgo

www.PetterssonPet.com
KANSAS  CITY
115 NE 91st St
(816) 436-4000

LIBERTY PARKVILLE
6270 Jefferson Ave.

(816) 584-0202

MISSION
6200 Johnson D.
(913) 283-8363

NATURAL PET FOOD  SELF SERVICE BATHS  NAIL TRIMS www.PetterssonPet.com

One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22. One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22. One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22.

Petterson Pet
115 NE 91st St.

Kansas City, MO 64155
816-436-4000

Pettersson Pet
218 N 291 Highway 
Liberty, MO 64068

816-415-2244

Petterson Pet
6270 Jefferson Ave.
Parkville, Mo 64152

816-584-0202

Go Pet Go
6200 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS  66202

913-283-8363

$3 OFF
Nail
Trim

One coupon per customer. Expires 8/18/2023. One coupon per customer. Expires 8/18/2023. One coupon per customer. Expires 8/18/2023.
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Dine-in only. Not valid on Sundays, holidays or Early 
Dinner Deals. Senior discount does not apply. Offer 

good with Mission Magazine coupon only. No  
photo-copies will be accepted. Expires 8/18/2023.

Take-out only. Not valid with any other offers. 
Offer good with Mission Magazine coupon only. 
No photo-copies accepted. Expires 8/18/2023.

ANY WHOLE PIE WITH THE PURCHASE  
OF 2 MEALS & 2 DRINKS

Shogun Martial Arts Center
6300 W 51 st St, Mission, KS 66202 | shogunmal.com

(913) 638-3490

SHOGUN KARATE PROGRAM 

SIX WEEKS

$99
Offering Classes All Day!  

Morning 
Afternoon

Evening

NO UNIFORM | NO CONTRACT  

ALL CLASSES INCLUDED
FAMILY & KIDS  

TRAINING

Train Them Early 
Train Them Right!

  

                   
Includes a hand wax. Additional Charge for larger vehicles. 

Over-sized charge may apply. 
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 04/30/21.

$10 OFF$10 OFF

25% OFF25% OFF

Superior Diamond Wash 
Includes basic full service wash, plus wheel cleaner, white wall scrub, underbody wash, 

clearcoat protectant, triple clearcoat polish, tire dressing & machine mat cleaning. 
Additional charge for larger vehicles. Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other 

offer. Expires 04/30/21.

FULL SERVICE SPECIAL

$5 OFF$5 OFF

Complete interior shampoo, all floor mats, carpeting, upholstered seats, or clean & conditions 
leather seats, paste wax. All interior vinyl is cleaned & conditioned. See cashier for more 
details. Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 04/30/21.

DIAMOND 1 PROFESSIONAL DETAIL

Diamond Finish Car Wash  
3 DAY GUARANTEE

11/11/2022.

8/18/2023.

HAND WAX

$10 OFF$10 OFF

$8 OFF$8 OFF
913-236-6886

5960 Barkley St. Mission, KS 66202
www.diamondfinishwash.com

Hours:
Monday -Saturday 8-7  |  Sunday 8-5

When you purchase a diamond plus or triple full service wash, we guarantee you a
clean car for 2 days. Bring in your receipt and we’ll give you the full version of the
wash on your receipt, if purchased, tire dressing will now be included.If the Superior
Diamond is purchased, you have 3 days to return for your purchase. Receipt must be
present.
Exterior wash: Come back within 2-days, pay only $3.00, get the same wash on
your receipt (receipt must be present.) If purchased previously, tire dressing will be
included

EXTERIOR WASH

$2 OFF$2 OFF
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 8/18/2023.

Includes a hand wax. Additional charge for larger vehicles
Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other offer.

Expires 8/18/2023.
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Shutters   Blinds   Shades   Drapery

The Largest Window Covering Showroom In KC Is 
At The Mission Mart Shopping Center!

Hours:  
Monday Thru Friday  

9:00am-5:00pm, 
Saturday 

10:00am-5:00pm

Call Us Today For A Free 
In-Home Consultaton!

913-669-0616
www.blindbroker.com

5440 Martway 
Mission, KS

Window Coverings
4.9 Outof 5 Stars 
100’s of Reviews!

Request a design consultation today!
Visit our website at missionkb.com
5845 Horton, Mission, KS 66202
913-362-4242

3 Award winning 
3  Outstanding reputation for 

design and craftsmanship
3 Professional design assistance
3  NARI certified kitchen and 

bath remodeler and certified 
lead carpenters

3  Our highly skilled carpenters 
are our employees
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n Theresa Love’s Family and 
Consumer Sciences (FACS) 
classroom at Horizons High School 

in Mission, lessons in sustainable food 
practices, food insecurity and caring for 
your fellow humans are being taught. 
Love, a former elementary school 
librarian, gets a thrill out of welcoming 
students she taught at the elementary 
school level into her high school 

classroom. Joining Love in her efforts are 
Diane Mora and Tamara Weber of Pete’s 
Garden and Kids Feeding Kids, a local 
food rescue committed to less food waste 
and more family meals. 
Pete’s Garden, the brainchild of Weber, 

was launched in early 2020 just prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Weber’s guiding 
principle was reducing food waste in the 
Kansas City area while helping families 

struggling with food insecurity.  She 
initially launched the program with 
the goal of bringing corporate dining 
partners on board to donate surplus 
food.  She and her team designed 
programming, outreach and community 
connections to bring much needed, 
healthy and affordable food to all corners 
of the region. 
The onset of the pandemic, however, 

Story by Robyn FulksI

SERVING WITH LOVE
Local educators, programs and businesses team-up to combat hunger

Diane Mora and Theresa Love team 
up to bring important life lessons 
to local students.
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altered how people worked (and ate) 
in offices around the world. Those 
changes required Weber to get creative 
in her quest for change. Now three 
years into their work, Pete’s Garden is 
buoyed by large corporate partnerships 
with Aramark/Kansas City Chiefs and 
Sporting KC/City Foods and Events, 
along with KC Hopps Restaurant Group.  
They partner with local restaurants 
such as Eddie V’s, The New Theater & 
Restaurant, and  Brancato’s Catering, 
in addition to businesses that are still 
using corporate dining such as Hallmark 
Cards and the Stowers Institute, and 
private schools with catered meals such 
as Pembroke Hill School and Rockhurst 
High School to donate surplus food 
on a regular basis.  Weber remembers 
the days when donating surplus food 
was considered to be an unsafe and 
unsanitary practice.  She works hard 
through educational outreach to teach 
companies surplus food donation is not 
only safe and easy, but also can help a 
business realize their sustainability goals 
as well. 
This is where Mora and her program, 

Kids Feeding Kids, comes in. This 
program takes those surplus food 
donations and brings them to classrooms 
for students to learn firsthand 
how they can make a difference in 

reducing food waste and ending food 
insecurity. Students work through Kids 
Feeding Kids programming to not 
only pack meals to be distributed to 
community partners such as Operation 
Breakthrough, Head Start programs and 
other community groups, but also to 
learn lessons in sustainability and what 
food insecurity means and the people it 
affects. At the end of each session, Mora 
sends out a student survey to obtain 
feedback for the program. She believes, 
on average, six percent of the students 
she meets with will note in their survey 
feedback that learning about food 
insecurity taught them those insecurities 
may exist in their own homes. They also 
note they learned there are resources 
and help available for families whose 
incomes may be above the poverty level, 
but well below a living wage.
According to their website, Kids 

Feeding Kids “supports educators 
with a standards-based food justice 
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Tamara
Weber, 

Executive 
Director 
of Pete's 
Garden, 

joins 
Horizons 

High School 
students in 
packaging 

food for 
distribution.

Food packaged by students 
and ready for delivery area 

service providers.
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and culinary curriculum that focuses on 
increasing food access, reducing food 
insecurity, and raising awareness around 
the social and environmental impacts 
of food waste. Educators receive lesson 
plans along with all the ingredients and 
supplies they need to help their students 
plan, prepare, and distribute a take-
home meal for families in their school 
community. This can result in up to 1,000 
meals.” 
This work is exactly what Love and 

her FACS students are doing on a chilly 
March day in Mission. Kids Feeding 
Kids has delivered large frozen portions 
of extra prepared food, this time from 
food recovery partner The New Theatre 
& Restaurant in Overland Park.  Love’s 
students are busy scooping, measuring, 
cutting and assembling family style 
meals for families in need at Operation 
Breakthrough. Kids Feeding Kids™ brings 
programming, supplies, real-life learning 
and a sense of pride to students all over 
the Kansas City area by allowing them 
to learn about food insecurity and food 
waste and the solutions available to cure 
both problems. 
Love and Mora connected during a 

Shawnee Mission School District real 
world learning luncheon. Mora was there 
to discuss partnerships between her 
program and district staff who may be 
interested in bringing the program into 
their classrooms. Of the 35 or so staff 
members Mora met that day, Love was 
the one who reached out and welcomed 
the program to become part of her 
curriculum at Horizons. It’s easy to feel 
the connection they share through the 
students they love working with and the 
families they are happy to be able to help 
feed each day.
For more information on Pete’s Garden or 

the Kids Feeding Kids program, please visit 
petesgarden.org or contact Diana Mora at 
dianemariemora@gmail.com

Volunteer Craig Colbert helps transport packaged meals to their final destinations.

Pete's Garden's works to keep food 
waste out of the landfill and provides 
healthy meals for families.
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It’s why 
I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are 
more than just things. 
They’re where you make 
your memories – and they 
deserve the right protection. 
I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

David M Chavez Ins Agcy Inc
David M Chavez, Agent
4920 Johnson Drive

Roeland Park, KS  66205
Bus: 913-432-9000

Mission Pawn Guarantee Loan Program 
At time of purchase,  we will offer a guarantee loan amount 

on certain items of purchase.

Feel good about preserving the value of your purchase.
In times of hyperinflation and money devaluation, feel good about 

owning merchandise that will hold value.
Please drop in or call us today for more information on our  

Guarantee Loan Program!

House of Stuart Jewelry
Fine Jewelry and Collectibles

5960 Lamar Ave., Mission, KS 66202
913-831-1484 | missionpawn.com

5327 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS 66205

913.314.0340
www.kcmakerstudio.com

Top Quality Quilting &
Garment Fabrics
Handi Quilter Longarm
Sales & Service
Sewing & Quilting
Classes
Kids Classes & Camps
Sewing Notions
Retreats & Sew Days

Come Visit  Us!
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MFAC Season

Purchase a Mission Family Aquatic Center membership online or at the Powell Community Center 
beginning April 1.

Membership and Super Pass pricing will be adjusted for the 2023 season.  Information will be updated 
on the missionks.org website and through emails.

Spend Your Spring with 
Mission Parks + Recreation!

6200 Martway St. | Mission, KS 66202 | 913.722.8200 | missionks.org

Bunny Eggstravaganza 

This egg-citing holiday event features egg hunts for all ages, clowns, music and more! Bring your camera 
and pail to hold all your eggs, candy, and prizes. Activities and special visitors including: face painting, 
children’s inflatables and more! 
 • SAT: April 8, Egg Hunt Times: 10AM – 12PM (see website for age/times) 
 • Broadmoor Park / FREE

Kids to Parks

Lots of fun nature-themed activities including track casting, nature walks, scavenger hunts and more!  
 • SAT: May 20, 10AM - 12PM
 • FREE (registration not required) 
 • Streamway Park (Rainout location at PCC) 

Spring Clean-Up 

Help us celebrate Mission’s trees and 21 years of Tree City USA membership by cleaning city-wide 
parks and sidewalks.
 • SAT: April 22, 9 - 11AM
 • See website for more details. 

Bos Hill Blooms
Bountifully 
Bowlin Farms 
City Roots Nursery
George Washington Carver Farm
Dirt Beast Farm
Jake Creek Pecans
KC White Picket Bloom
Khin Thang Family Farm
Soggy Bottom Hemp
Stone & Sparrow Farm & Mill
Hungry Hatch
Chacko’s Studio Kitchen
Cheesy Street
Estrella Azul
Fat Beans Coffee Lab

Fika Coffee KC
GF Plus One/Taste of Malaysia
Happy Tummy
Kansas City Popcorn
KC Mustard Company
KiKs BBQ
L&J Sweet Eats
Lucky Elixir Kombucha
Mythos Sauce Co
Paninis Bakehouse
Scotty C’s Street Eats
Sunflower Cookies and Sweets
Suzy’s Sugar Shop
Taco Naco KC
Tea Rex
The Sourdough Spot

Art From Architecture
Bag to the Bone
Madd House Hill
Blooms & Co.
Canine Cotton Co.
Crowned Wang Vegan Soaps
Elby Designs
Firewood Furniture
Leaf & Sky
Patti Ann Designs
PawsAbilities
Sacred Earth Arts
Spicy Mama’s Salsa
Taste of Brazil
Food Cycle KC
One More Scoop

More Vendors than ever this year!
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 $35  Resident

$50  Non-Resident

Season Pass Pricing: 

It’s not too late to get your Mission Family Aquatic Center Season Pass

Summer is Here!

6200 Martway St. | Mission, KS 66202 | 913.722.8200 | missionks.org

Season Pass Changes in 2023
After no changes in membership pricing 
since the 2014 summer season, Mission 
is simplifying the MFAC season pool pass 
structure. Now, everyone who uses a season 
pass will pay an individual rate, either 
resident or non-resident. Family passes will 
no longer be sold. The 2023 individual rate 
reflects a 50% decrease in price.

Add-on to your Mission Family Aquatic Center membership with a Super Pool Pass to visit pools in 
neighboring cities throughout the summer! Participating cities: Fairway, Leawood, Mission, Prairie Village, 
and Roeland Park.

Family Pass: 

$75  Non-Resident
 (up to 5 people, $10 for 
 each add’l member)$70 Resident

(for family of 5)

Individual Pass: 

$35  Non-Resident$30 Resident

Super Pool Pass:

• Broadmoor Park
• Saturday, July 8
• 6-9 PM
• Free

Mission Summer Family Picnic

Yoga on Deck
• Mission Family Aquatic Center
• Friday, July 21
• 8 PM
• $15 / person
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5917 Beverly, Mission, KS 
913-403-9500
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

5710 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
913-403-9503
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

www.caseysautorepair.com

ASE • NAPA Car Care Center

Taking care of your car

5917 Beverly 5710 Johnson Dr.

Friday - 7am -4pm

• Brakes

• Hub match brake rotors
(eliminating brake pulsation)

• Repair or replace engines,
transmissions & differentials

• Perform all factory maintenance

• Unlock your cars radio

• Electrical

• Tune-ups

• Work with extended warranty
companies

• Reprogram ignition keys & remote
fobs

• Repair or replace windshields

• Computer Diagnostics

Oil 
Change
(free lube)

Check 
Engine 
Light

A/C
Service Tires


