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This issue of the Mission Magazine is 
full of reminders that summer is officially 
here! With the sounds of children 
laughing at the pool, packed restaurant 
and brewery patios across town, 
Thursday nights at the Mission Market, 
and maybe even some fun travel plans, 
we can all enjoy a slightly relaxed pace. 
Even if you don’t get to take advantage 
of a true “summer break,” there’s 
something about this season that 
encourages us all to reset and renew.

Our cover story features the fruits of 
Todd and Sally Johnson’s labor, who 
have poured their time, energy, and 
knowledge into their yard in Mission’s 
Countryside neighborhood, intentionally 
designed with a focus on conservation. 
Their commitment to providing a safe 
haven and habitat for insects, birds, and 
other wildlife reminds us that we are 
simply stewards of the natural resources 
entrusted to our care. I also like their 
description of their welcoming and 
inclusive “front-yard neighborhood” and 
encourage you to think about using your 
front yard or front porch to interact with 
your friends and neighbors.

I was interested to learn about the 
fun and creativity that Amy Major is 
unleashing at Wee Create KC to foster 
community and family-togetherness 
through art. Tucked away in the 
Mission Mart shopping center, the 
story highlights how she has fulfilled 
her dream of creating a place for kids 
to “get messy” and explore art. Her 

philosophy of 
encouraging 
creative 
freedom and 
expression 
promotes 
confidence 
and pride 
in her class 
and party 
participants. 
What a fun 
summer (or 
year-round) 

activity to check out for our local kids!
This issue also includes profiles for the 

remaining four City Councilmembers. I 
hope you have enjoyed the chance to 
“get to know” your elected officials a 
little better. As I’m sure you’ve seen, 
we’re a diverse group of folks who love 
all of the unique things our City has to 
offer. I know I speak for all of us when 
I say please don’t hesitate to contact 
us with your comments, questions or 
feedback. We’re here to work with you 
to ensure Mission thrives!

The last two stories in this issue 
focus on a classic summer pastime — 
baseball! Mission resident Tom Coffman 
and co-author Pat O’Neill share the 
long road they traveled to learn about 
“Ted Sullivan — Barnacle of Baseball” 
as they researched their new book. Truly 
a labor of love for these two friends, 
they uncovered an interesting and 
colorful past of an important “player” in 
baseball history.

And finally, in our “Remember When” 
feature, we highlight stories from area 
residents about their Little League 
experiences growing up. From schoolyard 
back-stops to uniforms emblazoned 
with the logos of local business 
establishments, summertime has meant 
baseball in Mission for many decades.

I hope you enjoy this issue as much 
as I did! Please remember to come 
explore the Mission Market on Thursday 
evenings through August (one of my 
favorites!) and experience the Mission 
Family Aquatic Center (MFAC) or one of 
our parks during this summer season!

-Sollie Flora, Mayor
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That’s why our ER experts stand ready 24/7 to care for you.

Unexpected moments happen. When they do, you can trust that AdventHealth’s ER experts 
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Working in
Rhythm

withNature
Sally and 
Todd Johnson, 
gardners, soil 
cultivators 
and Mission 
residents. 



Other than the impressive hedges, 
sprawling greenery and a custom-
built water fountain, the first thing 
you might notice when you walk 
into Todd and Sally Johnson’s 

front yard is a brownish, round bird bath 
with an electrical cord hanging beneath it. 

“People have commented on how ugly 
my bird bath is, and it is ugly,” Sally said 
matter-of-factly. “But it plugs in, so in the 
winter, I have water for the birds.”

Sally said she’s willing to sacrifice the 
appearance of the heated bath for the 
benefits it provides to birds during the 
winter months. 

“When Todd goes out to refresh the 
water, within 20 minutes I’ll have three 
different birds sitting on the rim: a robin, 
a cardinal and a sparrow, and they take 
turns taking baths,” she noted.

Much of the Johnsons’ yard is cultivated 
with the same sense of conservation and 
careful planning. Take for instance the 
parsley, dill and fennel by the front patio, 
intentionally planted to attract small, 
wiggling green caterpillars each year. 

“Last year I got three rounds of 
caterpillars coming,” she said. “They’re 
black swallowtail butterflies … last week, 
they ate all the dill and all the parsley 
so I had to make an emergency trip to 
the nursery to get more parsley … they 
weren’t ready to go make cocoons yet.”

Sally’s journey as a gardener and wildlife 
cultivator began when she was young. She 
grew up watching her parents garden. 

“It’s just natural for me,” she said. 
She and her husband, Todd, started 

their first garden in the early years of their 
marriage. They’ve been working outside 
together ever since. Sally even studied to 
become a master gardener at one point. 

In 2019, the pair moved to Mission and 
bought a house on West 62nd Street. The 
house had been with its original owner 
for 70 years before they purchased it and 
it was in great shape. What was missing, 
however, was the greenery the couple was 
used to. 

“The gardening style was from a long 
time ago,” Sally said. 

They decided to completely overhaul 
the yard, save for a few long-standing 
trees. In the three years since the first 

shovel was driven into the dirt, they’ve 
created a red-brick patio, added 
shrubbery along the front of the house, 
devised a brick walkway to the backyard, 
planted a small raised vegetable garden 
and installed several sculptures within 
the property — all accomplished on 
weekends, when they’re not working their 
own full-time jobs.

“We just started from scratch. It doesn’t 

take that long. We do all of our own work 
… He’s my secret weapon,” Sally said, 
referring to Todd. “That’s why I have a 
nice yard — it’s not me.”

Todd helps to do a lot of the heavy 
lifting and is the mastermind behind the 
couples’ operations. Two years ago, he 
discovered the key to a thriving yard — 
and it was practically right under their 
noses. Well, their neighbors’ noses, at 
least.

In the fall of 2020, he noticed a 
leaf removal company drive into the 
neighborhood, lugging a large-sized 
trailer behind them. He watched as they 
raked and disposed of the leaves in a few 
of his neighbors’ yards. Intrigued, Todd 
approached a worker and asked what he 
planned to do with the leaves once he had 
removed them.

“He said, ‘Well, I have to pay to take 
them to the composter,’” Todd recalled. “I 
said, ‘Why don’t you leave me a load?’”

So he did. And each year since, Todd 
has shredded those leaves into his own 
homemade fertilizer mixture, much to the 
intrigue of his neighbors.

“She (a neighbor) said, ‘Let me get this 
straight, we pay this guy to come pick up 

By Denise Elam

“What people will say to me, 
they’ll see my plants growing, 
and they’ll say, ‘Oh, your soil is 
so much better than mine.’ And 
it is better, but it’s only because 
I made it better; my yard is not 
better than your yard.”
— Sally Johnson

Mission couple creates safe haven for plant life, 
wildlife with carefully cultivated yard

Nature
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The Johnsons plant flowers that benefit nature and can be dried and used for decoration 
later. 



our leaves to dump them on your yard?’” 
Todd recalled. “But it saves him money 
and we get incredibly great soil.”

Soil is the key to cultivating a successful 
and thriving garden, according to Sally. 

“What people will say to me, they’ll see 
my plants growing, and they’ll say, ‘Oh, 
your soil is so much better than mine,’” 
Sally said. “And it is better, but it’s only 
because I made it better; my yard is not 
better than your yard.”

By simply reusing what you already 
have, Sally said you can create the best 
nutrients for the soil. 

“We spread the soil with the leaf mold 
and the next spring, any place we’ve put 
the leaves in the fall, if you dig in, you’ve 
got more worms than anywhere else in 
the yard,” she noted. “Just by putting leaf 
mold in, it allows the worms to do their 
work, and you have better soil. So it’s all 
just working in rhythm with nature.”

With how clay-heavy the soil is in this 
region, Sally said it’s more apt to become 
weighed down by moisture, causing many 
plants to die when their roots remain wet 
for extended periods of time.

“That’s why improving your soil, making 
it more arable, gives you good, healthy 
plants,” she said.

The other key component is compost, 
which the Johnsons buy in place of 
mulch. 

“We don’t buy mulch because it 
doesn’t enhance the soil,” Sally said. 
“With the leaf mold and compost, it’s all 
what nature provided to begin with and it 
nourishes the soil ... a lot of people, they 
buy dyed mulch; that’s not me. I’m trying 
to work in tune with nature. I also like that 
what I’m putting here is natural.”

Nature conservation and preservation 
is important to the Johnsons, who try not 
to use any toxins in their garden. Their 
goal is to create a safe haven for wildlife 
to thrive in.

“You hear so much now about the 
butterflies and the bees that are 
endangered,” Sally noted. “If you walk 
into my yard by peak summer, I’ll have 
over 100 bees at one time.”

The final key the Johnsons shared is 
this: don’t forget to water your plants in 
the winter, too.

“It takes three to five years for a shrub 
or tree to mature enough so that they 
can withstand a lot,” Sally said. “So that 
means you have to water in the winter. 
More plants die from a lack of water in 
the winter than because it’s cold.”

To keep up with the winter waterings, 
Todd suggests watering plants during the 
holidays. 

“I’ll generally water on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Martin Luther King Day, 

Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day, 
depending on whether or not we’ve got 
snow,” he said.

In the three years since they began their 
cultivation journey, the Johnsons have 
seen incredible growth on their property. 
They credit this to the three-year rule 
outlined by Dennis Patton, a Johnson 
County K-State extension horticulture 
agent and contributor to the KC Gardens 
column in the Kansas City Star. 

“We live by this,” Todd said. “It takes 
three years: the first year is sleep, the next 
year is creep, and the third year is leap.”

This philosophy basically means that 
the first year after planting, plants may 
exhibit little to no noticeable signs of life 
or growth. The second year, much remains 
the same, but beneath the surface their 
roots are creeping larger and larger. And 
by the third year, the plants are blooming, 
thriving and larger than ever. 

“By the third year, they leap, if you’ve 
done it right — if you’ve done the soil 

right and water them in winter,” Todd 
advised. 

Content with their leaping, the 
Johnsons don’t have many future plans 
for their yard. Sure, they may add a 
few plants here and there, but they are 
proud of the work they’ve accomplished 
together, with nature at the forefront.

And they’ve enjoyed living in Mission, 
citing its friendly, community-first 
environment. They call it a “front yard 
neighborhood,” due to many of their 
neighbors being social and lounging 
on their front patios versus isolating 
themselves on a back deck. They 
spend quality time with others in the 
neighborhood at least once a month.

“We have lived in several lovely 
neighborhoods, but Mission distinguishes 
itself by having a front-yard atmosphere 
and neighbors who are inclusive of all 
ages, even us who are 10 or 20 years older 
than most people on the street,” Sally 
said. “They’re just really nice people.”

8 • MISSION MAGAZINE

By adding a door to the entrance of their backyard, the Johnsons created a new "room" 
for visitors to explore their lush greenery and blooming flowers.
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When you have this 
card, your Library 
never closes.
Get access to knowledge, research 
and entertainment with your 
Johnson County Library card.

What will you discover?

Discover  what’s possible

•  24/7 access to eBooks,  eAudiobooks, eMagazines, eNewspapers, 
 and streaming video and music

•  Access Consumer Reports for trusted 
 product reviews and recommendations

•  Learn to read, write and speak 
 a new language  with 
 Rosetta Stone

And so much more!

Visit us online at jocolibrary.org/discover

Check out our new card designs!

Explorers

When you have this 
card, your Library 
never closes.
Get access to knowledge, research 
and entertainment with your 
Johnson County Library card.

What will you discover?

Discover  what’s possible

•  24/7 access to eBooks,  eAudiobooks, eMagazines, eNewspapers, 
 and streaming video and music

•  Access Consumer Reports for trusted 
 product reviews and recommendations

•  Learn to read, write and speak 
 a new language  with 
 Rosetta Stone

And so much more!

Visit us online at jocolibrary.org/discover

Check out our new card designs!

Explorers



It’s not the Years, It’s How You Live Them
Before you decide on a retirement home, come see our Newly 
Renovated Community. Offering Condo-Style residences with 

unique options for Independent Senior Living. 

Mission Square is absolutely the Best Value for 

Active  Senior Living in the area. 

Mon-Thurs 9 AM-5PM, Fri 9 AM – 4 PM

Membership to Sylvester Powell Community Center, included, right next to door

Underground Heated Parking Garage, Social Activities • All Utilities – including

 High Speed Internet & Cable • Aging-in-Place Services 

Chef Prepared Meal – Flexible Options • Essential Transportation

Call for Your Community Tour & Pricing 913-403-8200
View 3-D Floor Plans and photo gallery www.mission-square.com

6220 Martway   Mission, Ks 66202 

Visit Website
mission-square.com

Tours By
Appointment



Every artist knows — when inspiration 
strikes, it’s important to act on it. 

So when former art teacher Amy Major 
felt a spark of inspiration to create her 
own neighborhood art space for kids, she 
didn’t waste any time daydreaming. She 
began researching other successful art 
studios on Instagram, like Merri Cherry in 
Los Angeles, and felt confident that this 
was her next big career move.

“I told my husband, ‘Okay, this is what 
I want to do,’” she recalled. “And I knew 
it was going to take me a while to get it 
going.”

Opening a studio was always in the back 
of her mind after retiring from an eight-
year career in elementary art education 
in the Blue Springs School District. She 
was glad to take some time to stay home 
with her children, but admittedly missed 
teaching. She dreamed of creating a space 
for children and their families to explore 
art, get messy, relieve stress and have 
the free will to experiment and express 
themselves. 

“I had talked about dabbling a little bit 

and doing at-home classes or something 
like that in our basement,” she said, 
explaining that a lack of space and the 
messiness of paints kept her from acting 
on those ideas. “I wanted to be with kids 
and teach kids but didn’t want to go back 
to working for someone else full time in 
the formal educational system."

After sharing her dream with her 
husband, Major began work on a website 
and created a business plan. In 2017, it all 

came together in a space at 89th and Roe 
Boulevard. 

“It was the perfect spot,” she said. “I 
used to go to the building before leasing 
it and sit outside, look at it, and plan.”

She opened Wee Create KC in the fall 
of 2017 inside a 900-square-foot studio 
space. Classes ranged from three different 
age group offerings, including: Wee 
Warhols, 18 to 36 months; Kiddie Kahlos, 
3 to 5 years; and Learning Leonardos, 

a space to explore art, get messy 
and be in community with others

By Denise Elam

Wee Create KC encourages creative freedom and expression for ‘Wee’ ones
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Amy Major, owner 
of Wee Create KC, 

inside her studio 
at 5311 Johnson 

Dr. in Mission. 
Photos by 

Denise Elam.
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kindergarten through third grade. 
“In 2019, we started feeling like it was 

time to expand,” she said, explaining that 
business was booming. “We wanted to do 
things that I knew that space was too small 
for, like host larger class-sizes, add more 
classes and throw bigger birthday parties.”

In the winter of 2020, she began the 
search for alternate spaces and then the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit. She pivoted to 
virtual classes and take-home art kits, but 
it was hard.

“It went fine, but with the philosophy 
that I really started this business on, which 
is community and family-togetherness, 
and with kids needing that social 
interaction and being together, it just 
didn’t really work for us,” she said. “The 
parents really loved it and they were so 
thankful to still have something for their 
kids to do at home.”

By November of 2020, after a long, hard 
year of pandemic restrictions, Major felt 
she couldn’t do it anymore; virtual learning 
was not conducive to the hands-on 
learning she was most passionate about. 

“So I moved Wee Create KC to my 
basement,” Major recalled. “I made at-
home kits and would drive around and 
deliver them, all over the city, up north to 
way out south,” she said. In early 2021, she 
and her husband began the search for a 
new permanent location.

They discovered a spot inside the Mission 
Mart Shopping Center in April of 2021. 

“I was super excited,” she recalled. “It 
was such a great location with Ovation 
Dance Academy next door and close to 
me and the community I live in.”

Major and her husband completed 
renovations to the space in the spring of 2021. 
The new location opened on June 7, 2021. 

“We had like a month to get everything 

done, and we did it,” she said. “From then 
on, we’ve been here and it’s been great; 
we love it.”

Aside from classes, Major also hosts 
themed summer camps, birthday parties 
and the occasional pop-up shops. Popular 
summer camps include Welcome To 
Hogwarts, a Harry Potter-themed camp, 
Fidgets and Sensory Fun, a tinkering camp 
and Dollhouse Design, a camp with an 
interior-design theme.

“Kids really seem to like them,” she said. 
“They’re all drop-off camps, and they’re 
all in the afternoon, from 12:30 to 3:30.”

Wee Create offers themed birthday 
parties on weekends that include a 2-hour 
time slot with customizable options. 
Parties are available for kids ages 1-10 
years old. 

“We can do pretty much any theme,” 
Major said, noting that Minecraft, Minnie/

Mickey Mouse and Trolls are a few party 
themes they’ve customized in the past.

Classes work in seasonal sessions, 
typically running for eight weeks at a time, 
and include painting, tinkering and sensory 
exploration. Generally, kids complete six 
to eight projects per class and participate 
in activities based around a theme, like 
butterflies or Disney’s Encanto. 

“We explore many art elements and 
principles such as line, color, shape, 
texture and pattern. Our projects are 
designed to encourage creative freedom 
and expression while developing age-
appropriate abilities like gross and fine 
motor skills, problem solving and social 
interactions,” she said. “The children are 
gently guided through the use of different 
art materials without the emphasis of a 
final product.”

Major enjoys giving children an outlet 
to express themselves. She believes art 
education is important for kids and gives 
them the autonomy to make their own 
choices.

“Physical activity is just as important as 
being creative,” she said. “Everybody has 
a different skill set.”

In the future, she hopes to add ceramics, 
her art medium of choice, to the mix. She 
would also love to host more open studio 
classes, perhaps every other week and on 
the weekends so more working parents 
can attend classes with their children.

“Those are open to everybody. You 
don’t have to sign up or register, just pay 
when you come,” she said. “That’s been 
really popular.”

In the past five years, Major has been 
blown away by the sheer creativity of 
her students; they always add their own 
unique flair.

“It just goes back to that community of 
building a piece of art together,” she said. 
“I’ve seen kids  come in that are really hard 
on themselves… but by the end of the 
week, they start to feel like, ‘Okay, we’re all 
doing our own thing. This is okay.’ They’re 
just really proud by the time they leave.”

Wee Create KC is located at 5311 
Johnson Dr. in Mission. For more 
information, visit weecreatekc.com.

“We explore many art 
elements and principles, such 
as line, color, shape, texture 
and pattern. Our projects are 
designed to encourage creative 
freedom and expression while 
developing age-appropriate 
abilities like gross and fine 
motor skills, problem solving 
and social interactions.”
         --Amy Major, owner, Wee Create KC 

Major's students helped decorate this Wee Create KC 
sign; it proudly hangs in her studio space in Mission. 
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Wee Create 
KC offers 
classes, camps 
and birthday 
parties for 
kids to get 
messy, paint 
and express 
themselves. 
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Single day adventures in and 
outside of Kansas City

Fully curated luxury bus tours to unique locations!

Winery and art tours
Digital detox days 
Hiking and yoga 
Lavender farm tours
Theater and music 

Ghost tours
Ax throwing
Farm to table meals
Zip line and snow tubing
Alpaca farm tours

Fun destinations to Topeka, St. Joe, Local K.C, Atchison and More

Private tours available for groups of 12, 23, 30 & 54. Call for no obligation quotes 

www.justonedaytraveltours.com, FB, & @justonedaytours

816-331-8625

BIG SUMMER SAVINGS
AT TURNSTYLES! 

Turnstylesthrift.com                                  @TurnStylesThrift

A Ministry of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas

For store and donation  
hours, please visit:
Turnstylesthrift.com

Become a TurnStyles Thrift Insider!

Text “Turnstyles” to (833) 709-1215

BEAT THE HEAT
Shop our selection of 
SUMMER clothing & 
housewares today!

Our donation center is 
open Monday-Saturday

5304 Martway, Mission, KS 

11310 W 135th St, Overland Park, KS 

9750 W 87th St, Overland Park, KS 

Bash!Back to School

Join us!

Bounce House, Games,

Sno-Cones, and More! 

Saint Michael & All Angels 

6630 Nall Ave. Mission, KS 

 

Sunday
Aug 14

11AM 
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4 Locations

www.thebarskc.com
Like us on Facebook

THE BAR IN MISSION 
6101 Johnson Dr.,
Mission, KS 66202

913-387-4033

THE BAR AT WEST PLAZA 
1121 W 47th St.,  

Kansas City, MO  64111
816-216-6485

BAR WEST SHAWNEE 
7174 Renner Rd. 

Shawnee, KS 66217
913-248-9378

THE BAR OLATHE
14871 151st Street
Olathe, KS 66062

913-839-3800

DAILY FOOD AND DRINK SPECIALS 
AND SEATING BOTH INSIDE AND OUT

Happy Hour Monday-Friday 2-6pm

6900 Martway Street • Mission, Kansas 66202 • 913-236-PETS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Puppies • Small Animals • Fresh, Marine & Tropical Fish • Birds • Reptiles • All Natural Pet Food  
Complete Line of Pet Supplies • Doggy Daycare • Boarding • Grooming

11/20/20

Restrictions Apply Subject to Availability. One Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 9/9/22

Restrictions Apply Subject to Availability. One Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 9/9/22

Restrictions Apply Subject to Availability. One Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 9/9/22

NEW Red Barn Chew-A-Bulls Natural 
Dental Dog Treat Buy 2 Get 1 Free           

( Sm-Med-Lg available)

Seresto Flea & 
Tick Collar 

$5 OFF 

30% OFF 
Chuck-It Outdoor Dog Toys 

(limit 2)
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5810 Johnson Dr. (Right next to Brothers Music), Mission, KS  66202 | 816-289-7840

We specialize in high quality Vintage and Modern Action Figures 
from Hasbro, Kenner, Mattel, Star Wars, Ninja Turtles, GI Joe, 

Spider-Man and More!

Tues-Fri: 11am to 8pm | Sat: 10am-7pm 
 Sun: 12pm-5pm | Mon: ClosedHours

BUYING OLD TOYS
Action Figures, PLAYSETS, AND MORE/80’s, 90’s AND EARlY 2000’s

Hours: 
Mon: 11am-8pm | Tues-Fri: 11am to 8pm
Sat: 10am to 7pm | Sun: 12pm to 5pm

We Buy
Records!!!

5812 Johnson Drive (right next to Brothers Toys & 
Collectibles), Mission, KS 66202

913-766-3869
BROTHERSMUSICKC@GMAIL.COM
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

First Wednesday every month, 6:30 
p.m. 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Fourth Wednesday every month, 7 
p.m. 

GOVERNING BODY 

Trent Boultinghouse …… 

Arcie Rothrock ............ 913.568.2872 

Ken Davis ................... 913.669.7095 

Fall Yard Waste 
Tips 
As the leaves begin to fall 
you may be wondering what 
to do with your yard waste. 
Mission residents have sev-
eral options for Fall yard 
clean up, such as mulching 
the leaves, composting the leaves, or disposing of them through 
the weekly trash pickup. 

If you decide to bag your leaves, please ensure the yard waste is 
in biodegradable paper bags or in containers clearly marked “Yard 
Waste.” Plastic bags will not be accepted for yard waste and set 
outs should not weigh more than 40 pounds. Each household is 
allowed 10 bags or bundles of yard waste set outs per week.   

If you choose to compost your leaves, make sure to regularly turn 
the compost pile to prevent it from becoming a nuisance to neigh-
boring properties. While leaves blowing from one property to an-
other is not a violation of City Code, please consider doing your 
part to keep our neighborhoods looking clean and tidy! 

In September, Mission voters 
will have the opportunity to 
consider renewal of the exist-
ing dedicated street sales 
which helps to fund essential 
street maintenance and infrastructure projects city wide.  

Street maintenance remains a high priority for Mission resi-
dents. In the 2021 citizen satisfaction survey, 89% of residents 
expressed support for increased City investment in the mainte-
nance of neighborhood streets, and 79% indicated support for 
increased investment in Mission’s major thoroughfares.  

The sales tax, approved by voters in 2011 will expire in March 
2022. This summer, the City Council voted to place the renewal 
question on a special mail ballot election to be held in Septem-
ber. 

For more information on the sales tax renewal, the projects 
completed over the last ten years, and projects proposed for 
the next ten years, and how to vote, please visit the City’s web-
site at www.missionks.org/pavingtheway or contact Emily Ran-
del at 913.676.8368. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Community Development,
Finance and Administration

First Wednesday every month  6:30 p.m.
(overflow business considered on the second 
Wednesday of the month as necessary).

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Third Wednesday every month 7 p.m.

COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS
Fourth Wednesday every month 7 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public.

MAYOR
Sollie Flora 913.676.8351

WARD I COUNCIL MEMBERS
Hillary Thomas 913.961.4520
Trent Boultinghouse 620.238.0394

WARD II COUNCIL MEMBERS
Lea Loudon 913.242.4284
Mary Ryherd 913.221.2630

WARD III COUNCIL MEMBERS
Debbie Kring 913.722.6901
Kristin Inman 816.510.7698

WARD IV COUNCIL MEMBERS
Ken Davis 913.669.7095
Ben Choceij 913.298.2873

GOVERNING BODY

MISSION CITY HALL
6090 Woodson |  Mission, KS 66202

Open Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

P 913. 676. 8350
F 913. 722. 1415

Mission Police Department Brings 
Back Popular Citizen's Academy

 After a two-year hiatus, the Mission Police Department is excited to 
host its Citizen’s Police Academy beginning in September. The Citizen’s 
Police Academy gives attendees an opportunity to learn about many 
aspects of policing such as crime scene processing, defensive tactics, 
traffic stops, decision-making under stress, and the mental health co-re-
sponder program.
 Participants also tour the Johnson County Adult Detention Center, 
the Johnson County Emergency Communications Center (dispatch), 
and have an opportunity to ride along with an officer on patrol. This 
is a great opportunity for officers and residents to build relationships, 
which ultimately helps keep Mission 
safe.
 The Citizen’s Police Academy 
begins on Thursday, Sept. 1, 2022 
at 6:30 p.m. and meets every  
Thursday evening until Oct. 27, 
2022. Space is limited. Please 

visit the City's website at 
www.missionks.org to ap-
ply, or call 913.676.8300.

There are some new plantings 
at City Hall. The variety of plant 
types are all native to this area, 
requiring less water and no 
fertilizer to thrive. These plants 
will fill in and create habitat for 
all kinds of pollinators and their 
deep roots will pull carbon 
down into the soil and absorb 
rainwater before it runs off into 
the stormwater system. It's a 
great climate action solution 
that looks nice, too! Thanks to City Roots Nursery for the planting design 
and installation and the recent education session for Mission’s Sustainability 
Commission pictured above.
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Hometown: Girard, Kansas
Occupation: Reporting and Metrics Manager
Years in Mission: 6
On Council since: December 2019

Ward I - Trent Boultinghouse

What is your favorite thing about your current job?
I work for an international legal services company where I help create graphs, charts, 
and data “stories” for our leaders to make decisions about the company. My favorite 
part is seeing how larger trends in the world show up in the data I use.

What causes are you passionate about?
As a Spanish and Portuguese speaker, I am passionate about Latin America and its culture. I was lucky to 
live in the region for three years in my 20s and met many wonderful people who made me feel at home 
while I learned the languages and went through culture shock. Here at home, I am passionate about helping 
immigrants who might be going through the same thing.

What are you looking forward to accomplishing as a Councilmember?
The biggest achievement so far in my term was passage of the Facilities Conservation Improvement Program 
(FCIP), which guarantees cost savings and a cleaner environmental footprint at our City facilities. That project 
also replaced all of Mission’s streetlights with cleaner LED bulbs. I also helped secure one-time funding for a 
mental health co-responder in our police department; something I would love to make permanent.

What are you currently reading (or a recommended read)?
I’m nearly finished with White Teeth by Zadie Smith, but one of my all-time favorites is Lincoln in the Bardo 
by George Saunders.

What are you most likely to be caught listening to on repeat?
For the longest time it was emo (I know), but I also have a soft spot for early 90s alt-rock and grunge. Recently I’ve 
been listening to a lot of Alice in Chains and the new red dirt country album, "American Heartbreak" by Zach Bryan.

What’s your favorite way to spend a day off from work?
It’s nice to go for a walk or a run around town any day of the week, but if I’m also off work I’ll grab a coffee 
or beer downtown with my wife and slow time down.

What’s your favorite food?
I really like Mexican food, specifically chilaquiles for breakfast.

Who or what inspires you in your career?
My family.

Favorite thing to do in Mission?
I love to run here, especially now that it’s nicer weather. Seeing the city on foot is such a different 
perspective than in a vehicle. It’s so nice to put on a good playlist and run through places like Streamway 
Park, Broadmoor Park, Waterworks Park and the Rock Creek Trail.
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Hometown: Leawood, Kansas
Occupation: Implementation Project Lead for Cox Automotive 
I live and work in Mission!
Years in Mission: 5
On Council since: January 2022

Ward II - Mary Ryherd

What is your favorite thing about your current job?
Right now, I’m working with teams in Canada and Bolivia, and the cross-country 
collaboration and getting to work with people from different backgrounds and places 
really fills my bucket and keeps me motivated.

What causes are you passionate about?
I feel like I’m finding new passions every day, but right now I’m really focused on social justice, women’s
rights, and sustainability.

What are you looking forward to accomplishing as a Councilmember?
Parks are first and foremost for me in Mission! Parks are so much more than just a place to be outside — they 
also improve mental and physical health. I'm looking forward to continuing to see parks be a spot of
focus for us.

What are you currently reading (or a recommended read)?
I’m currently reading Isabel Allende’s A Long Petal of the Sea, and On Food and Cooking by Harold McGee.

What are you most likely to be caught listening to on repeat?
Spotify tells me Bruce Springsteen is my top artist, but I’m also probably listening to Dolly Parton, Glass
Animals, Vulfpeck, The Strokes and Soda Stereo, among others!

What’s your favorite way to spend a day off from work?
Ideally, I’d be hopping on a plane to travel somewhere neat! But if I’m staying home, I’m headed to a
farmers' market to find goodies to bake up into something spectacular.

What’s your favorite food?
I have the biggest soft spot for Mexican food. Specifically, mole or al pastor tacos.

Who or what inspires you in your career?
This may be cheesy, but my husband Lee. He is a total force, and someone I look up to each and every
day. He is so incredibly passionate about the little things, like taking care of our beehives, and the big
things, like designing safe and effective civil engineering projects. He makes me want to work harder, be
kinder and give more.

Favorite thing to do in Mission?
I’m at Mission Market during the summer, frequenting our lovely local breweries and hanging out at our
amazing parks!
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Hometown: Marshalltown, Iowa
Occupation: Payroll Tax Specialist
Years in Mission: I have lived in Mission twice for a total of 16 years. 
I bought my first home here from 1998-2004. I moved back in 2013.
On Council since: April 2016

Ward III - Kristin Inman

What is your favorite thing about your current job?
I am a data person, so I love drilling down the numbers to find incongruent data.

What causes are you passionate about?
Making sure that municipal governments remain nonpartisan and that national 
political agendas are omitted from local governance.

What are you looking forward to accomplishing as a Councilmember?
I strongly believe that we need to take care of the assets we currently have before allocating tax dollars on
new and shiny items. I would also like to have a policy regarding short-term rentals in our single-family
neighborhoods.

What are you currently reading (or a recommended read)?
I am currently reading The Palace Papers by Tina Brown. I am fascinated by the Royal family. I also read a
lot of true crime novels.

What are you most likely to be caught listening to on repeat?
Rapper’s Delight by the Sugar Hill Gang.

What’s your favorite way to spend a day off from work?
Day trips are a favorite!

What’s your favorite food?
Italian. I miss Italian Delight being here in Mission, but we still get pizza from the location on State Avenue
almost every Friday night.

Who or what inspires you in your career?
My grandmother was elected to the Iowa State House as well as the Iowa State Senate and she inspires
me when it comes to public service.

Favorite thing to do in Mission?
I absolutely love to walk the neighborhoods, the parks as well as the Mission business district. There is so
much to see regarding the diverse architecture and the beautiful mature trees
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Hometown: Kansas City, Missouri
Occupation: Software Engineer
Years in Mission: 5
On Council since: December 2021

Ward IV - Ben Chociej

What is your favorite thing about your current job?
In my day job, I am a software engineer for a fast-growing technology company that aims 
to improve the customer’s experience in the process of purchasing or refinancing homes. 
There are still so many business processes that are paper-based, chaotic affairs, and it is 
interesting and challenging to write software than can improve those experiences.
What causes are you passionate about?
The causes I’m passionate about are what spurred me to run for office. The most pressing issues facing us, both 
locally and on a broader scale, include climate change, social and economic justice, and accessible and walkable 
neighborhoods. I believe the way we plan and develop cities dramatically impacts these issues, and I spend a lot of 
energy and time learning how to help Mission grow in ways that prepare us for a strong, resilient future.
What are you looking forward to accomplishing as a Councilmember?
Delivering a strong action plan as a member of the Climate Action Task Force is at the top my list, along 
with aggressively implementing those recommendations. I’m also excited at the prospect of reforming 
zoning codes and implementing our updated Comprehensive Land Use Plan to build denser, mixed-use 
neighborhoods with infrastructure designed for all users, not just cars.
What are you currently reading (or a recommended read)?
I’m currently reading The Death and Life of Great American Cities by Jane Jacobs, and can recommend Walkable City 
by Jeff Speck as well as Curbing Traffic: The Human Case for Fewer Cars in Our Lives by Melissa and Chris Bruntlett.
What are you most likely to be caught listening to on repeat?
Podcasts! Mostly about engineering, urban planning, politics and cooking. Musically, it can changes a lot. These days it’s 
likely to be Johnny Cash or Queens of the Stone Age. Longstanding staples include bluegrass, alt-rock, and electronic.
What’s your favorite way to spend a day off from work?
Taking my daughter someplace fun like the zoo, working on home improvement/DIY projects, or if the 
weather’s nice, doing absolutely nothing other than being outside and enjoying the day.
What’s your favorite food?
Anything spicy or smoky — Mexican (real or Tex-Mex), Thai, barbecue, Vietnamese — but if you make me 
pick one thing, it’d probably be burnt ends.
Who or what inspires you in your career?
Improving things! Taking apart a complicated machine, system, or problem, spending a lot of time 
understanding every little part, and then trying to make it better. Nothing else is as intellectually or 
professionally motivating for me. I get to do it in my day job and it’s the same for City business – diving in to 
development plans, minutes and ordinances with an eye toward building a better Mission.
Favorite thing to do in Mission?
Walking around and enjoying everything Mission has to offer! We have such a diverse array of spaces and 
things to do within a 10-15 minute walk and there’s almost always something interesting going on.
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Go Green 2022!
Save Our Planet & Your Pocketbook!

Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022, 9 a.m. – noon,
Powell Community Center

6200 Martway St. Mission, Kansas

 Join us for Go Green 2022! This FREE family-friendly environmental
fair aims to show you how each small step you take can help reduce
your carbon footprint at home, school and work and save money while
doing so. Local businesses and nonprofits will provide information and
items to help you live a more sustainable life.
 Go Green 2022! will include vendors, children’s activities, door prizes,
giveaways, and entertainment. You’re invited to come learn more about 
how being green can save green through energy efficiencies, local 
products and more.
 Go Green 2022! is hosted by the cities of: Fairway, Merriam, Mission,
Mission Hills, Mission Woods, Prairie Village, Roeland Park, 
Westwood and Westwood Hills.

 The 2022 Street Preservation Project is in full swing! The work 
will continue throughout the summer construction season. This 
year’s projects include street and stormwater improvements in the 
following areas:

    62nd Street, Woodson to Lamar Avenue
    Reeds Road, 49th Street to 50th Street
    Outlook Street, 49th Street to 51st Street

 The projects include stormwater improvements or repairs; curb and gutter 
and driveway approach removal and replacement; and fulldepth pavement 
reconstruction. They're funded in part by the dedicated revenue raised by the 
3/8-cent street sales tax renewed by voters in 2021.

 You can view the latest information about the projects and information on 
the streets being designed for 2023 on the City's website at www.missionks.
org/streets.
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$6 off
Boreal Dog Food 

Large Bag Any Variety

$3 off
Any 

U-Wash

save 10%
On Any 

Frozen Food Item

Like us on @gopetgo

www.PetterssonPet.com
KANSAS  CITY
115 NE 91st St
(816) 436-4000

LIBERTY PARKVILLE
6270 Jefferson Ave.

(816) 584-0202

MISSION
6200 Johnson D.
(913) 283-8363

NATURAL PET FOOD  SELF SERVICE BATHS  NAIL TRIMS www.PetterssonPet.com

One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22. One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22. One coupon per customer. Expires 06/25/22.

Petterson Pet
115 NE 91st St.

Kansas City, MO 64155
816-436-4000

Pettersson Pet
218 N 291 Highway 
Liberty, MO 64068

816-415-2244

Petterson Pet
6270 Jefferson Ave.
Parkville, Mo 64152

816-584-0202

Go Pet Go
6200 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS  66202

913-283-8363

9/8/2022. 9/8/2022. 9/8/2022.

$3 OFF
Nail
Trim
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MISSION BULLETIN BOARD

Do you have a 
Championship Tree? 

Nomination forms are available at the Powell 

Community Center or online at missionks.org. 

Nominations are accepted year round. For 

more information, contact Penn Almoney, 

Parks + Recreation Director at 913.722.8210 or 

palmoney@missionks.org

See page 22 in this magazine for more 
information on this free, family event!

To register to vote, or change your 
registration - by mail or fax:

 Print the Voter Registration Application from 

jocoelection.org, complete all information, 

sign and send it to the Election Office. 

Registration Applications may be mailed to 

2101 E. Kansas City Rd., Olathe, KS 66061; 

Faxed to 913.791.8934 or 913.791.8935 or 

scanned and e-mailed to 

registration@jocoelection.org. A photo of the 

document may be texted to 913.953.9539.
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What’s not to “LOVE” about 
the new tennis courts in 

Andersen Park? 
Get out with friends and family 

for a game of tennis or 
pickleball for some outdoor 

summer fun! Members of the 
Mission City Council and the 

Parks, Recreation + Tree 
Commission recently dedicated 

the upgraded facilities.
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WINGS FORWINGS FOR
EVERYONE!EVERYONE!

Get $5 OFFGet $5 OFF
on your first order from app or web.on your first order from app or web.

5438 JOHNSON DRIVE

MISSION, KS 66205

5436 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas
(913) 999-8014  |  www.sullyskc.com

• Check out our new website and follow• Check out our new website and follow
   us on Instagram @sullyspubkc   us on Instagram @sullyspubkc
• 17 HD Flatscreen TVs• 17 HD Flatscreen TVs
• Darts | Shuffleboard & Foosball | Skeeball• Darts | Shuffleboard & Foosball | Skeeball
• Heated/Covered Patio with TVs• Heated/Covered Patio with TVs
• New Hardwood Floors• New Hardwood Floors
• Happy Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6 pm • Happy Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6 pm 
• To Go Drinks Now Available Until 11pm• To Go Drinks Now Available Until 11pm
• Check out our newly renovated patio and    • Check out our newly renovated patio and    
   outdoor BAR (now open on weekends).   outdoor BAR (now open on weekends).

WE ARE THE LOCAL TEAMS 
WATCH SPOT

GAME DAY SPECIALS OFFERED 
EVERY GAME DAY

SPRING/SUMMER Hours:
Monday-Saturday: 1 pm - 2 am
Sunday: 1 pm - Midnight

Your Gameday 
headquarters for 

Royals, Chiefs 
and Sporting KC. 

Proudly Partnering with Jefferson’s Wingstand next door! QR codes available Proudly Partnering with Jefferson’s Wingstand next door! QR codes available 
on all tables to scan and food delivered hot to your table at Sully’s!on all tables to scan and food delivered hot to your table at Sully’s!5436 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas

(913) 999-8014  |  www.sullyskc.com



He was known as the “daddy” of 
baseball, a pioneer of the sport in its 
infancy. He founded the Northwest 
League and the Texas League and 
was credited with discovering Charles 
Comiskey. In the history books, he is 
considered to be one of the first to back 
scouting and even claimed to invent the 
now widely-used term, “fan,” (short for 
fanatic) to describe those who loved the 
sport and its players.
But do you know who he is?
Most don’t. That’s exactly why local 

authors Tom Coffman and Pat O’Neill 
set out to learn the true story behind 
legendary Irish-American baseball 
manager Timothy Paul “Ted” Sullivan in 
their new book, “Ted Sullivan — Barnacle 
of Baseball.” 
And boy, it was an adventure the two 

could have never imagined. 
It began, as most great stories do, 

during a round of beer between two 
longtime friends. 
Tom Coffman, lifelong Mission resident 

and government contracts manager for 
GFL Environmental, and Pat O’Neill, 
author and retired executive from O’Neill 
Marketing & Event Management, had 
worked together for at least a dozen years 
on both professional and personal fronts.
The two bonded over their shared Irish 

roots. So when, over a drink, they began 
to discuss the Irish connection between 
one of America’s most beloved pastimes, 
they said aloud, “He’d be a great story.”
And it was settled. From that moment 

on, the two began the laborious, but 
fun process of researching just who 
Ted Sullivan was and why his notoriety 
dwindled throughout the years. All 
they really knew about him at the start 
was that he managed the Kansas City 
Cowboys back in the 1880s, he was Irish-
American, and he coined the term “fan.” 
It was a good starting point that left 
them eager to know the full story.
Their research took them to Dubuque, 

Iowa, where Sullivan created a minor 
league that made him famous in his day.
“We went through the typical microfilm 

set in the basement of Carnegie Library 
there, and in Clinton, Iowa — we visited 
a couple of other places he was in his 
early career,” O’Neill said. 
The friends felt even more confident 

that Sullivan would make a great subject 
for a book when they learned that at 
St. Mary’s College in St. Marys, Kansas, 
Sullivan mentored a freshman on the 
baseball team named Charles Comiskey, 
a founder of the American League and 

lifelong friend of Sullivan’s. Sullivan 
became his scout, broker and adviser 
for 50 years and brought Comiskey to 
Dubuque to play on his minor league 
team, kicking off Comiskey’s career. 
“The team in Dubuque was part of the 

first legitimate minor league in baseball 
history,” Coffman said. “One of the first 
things he did was create history.”
As they made their way through the 

microfilm, an analog storage medium 
using film reels which are exposed 
and developed into photographic 
records (typically used to store 

by Denise Elam

Telling the mostly true story of 
the ‘barnacle of baseball’
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Tom Coffman and Pat O'Neill, longtime friends and authors of "Ted Sullivan — Barnacle of Baseball."

Local authors explore the life and history of Ted Sullivan, a pioneer of early baseball 
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paper documents, periodicals, legal 
documents, among others), they soon 
realized the huge undertaking this would 
become.
“We’re two college slackers,” O’Neill 

joked. “I don’t ever remember doing a 
footnote in college.”
This was going to be work. And a lot of it. 
“It was an arduous process assuaged 

by neighborhood saloons where we’d 
go at the end of the day to see what we 
had — to see what fish we had caught,” 
O’Neill said. 
They learned that Sullivan had ties to 

Dubuque, St. Louis, Kansas City and 
eventually ended up in Washington, D.C 
as manager of the Washington Senators. 
They traveled to D.C. to visit the library 
archives and managed to dive into old 
electronic newspaper records bearing 
Sullivan’s name. 
“We bugged the guy at the archives in 

the Washington, D.C. library so often, 
he goes, ‘Here’s my code, don’t tell 
anybody,” O’Neill recalled. “We got 
another portal through newspapers.com, 
and lo and behold, 3,000 unduplicated 
articles later, we had his life’s story.”
But even with all the information at 

hand, it wasn’t enough. Coffman and 
O’Neill hired translators to better 
understand the documents printed in 

other languages. They hired experts to 
track down Sullivan’s family history to 
learn when he came to America and who 
his relatives were. 
“We had somebody run down his will 

for us,” Coffman said. 

They learned that Sullivan was 
ubiquitous in his time; he was frequently 
quoted in papers and magazines.
“The whole industry knew him, he 

was one of the most important guys,” 
Coffman said. “He created the whole 
profession of scouting, he signed more 
players than anybody in his day, including 
several hall-of-famers.”
Sullivan was also the first player-agent 

and coined the term, “canned” to refer 
to getting fired.
“When he’d fire someone, he’d say, 

‘Take your lunch can and go home, 
you’re done,’ so that’s how people got 
‘canned’ thanks to Ted Sullivan,” O’Neill 
explained. 
Sullivan began Kansas City’s first 

professional baseball team, the Unions, 
later known as the Cowboys due to their 
fans’ rowdy nature in the stands. 
“The players, most of them were Irish-

American ball players, and they were 
notorious for running umpires out of the 
stadium, starting fights, fans throwing 
lit cigars at the players and terrorizing 
them,” O’Neill said.
“But in Kansas City, baseball was so 

new, they ate it up,” Coffman said. “They 
made bank. They made serious money, 
and they played on Sunday.”
They also learned that Sullivan was a 

Ted Sullivan, pictured here, is known for 
creating the profession of scouting and 
signing more players than anybody in his day. 
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hustler who knew how to con his way 
into a fortune. They describe him as a bit 
of a “Music Man,” someone who traveled 
to cities, amassed a fortune, and left 
before things got rocky. 
“He did ‘The Old Ted Sullivan,’” O’Neill 

said, noting that a columnist coined 
that phrase. “He’d go to towns all over 
America who wanted baseball teams, 
start one, once they ran out of money 

and it got bad, he’d hop the train and 
leave.”
And that’s ultimately where the title of 

their book came from — from Sullivan’s 
own character.
“Damon Runyon, who was a famous 

sports journalist, called him the ‘barnacle 
of baseball’ because he was everywhere 
and stuck to everything, in little towns 
and big towns, all over the country,” 

O’Neill said. 
Despite the dark sides to Sullivan, some 

of which became roadblocks during the 
process (and are explained at length in 
the book) one can’t deny his impact on 
modern day baseball.
“He founded the Southern League, which 

is still in existence, he founded the Texas 
League which is still in existence, and a 
dozen other leagues,” Coffman said. 

"Ted Sullivan — Barnacle of Baseball,"
    on display at Prospero's Books in Kansas City. 
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   6655 Martway • Mission, KS • 913-831-4447 • www.Hy-Vee.com

SHOP YOUR LOCAL MISSION HY-VEE!

THE OFFICIAL GROCERY PARTNER 
OF THE KANSAS CITY CHIEFS

• Open 6am- 11pm, 7 days a week • In-Store Bakery • Catering for all occasions •

• Pharmacy • Beautiful Floral Department • Caribou Coffee •

• Sushi made fresh daily • Health Market • Breakfast & Burgers from 6am-2pm •

FIND YOUR 
WEEKLY  
AD HERE.

Request a design consultation today!
Visit our website at missionkb.com
5845 Horton, Mission, KS 66202
913-362-4242

3 Award winning 
3  Outstanding reputation for 

design and craftsmanship
3 Professional design assistance
3  NARI certified kitchen and 

bath remodeler and certified 
lead carpenters

3  Our highly skilled carpenters 
are our employees
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Pat O'Neill (left), Kansas City Royals legend Frank White (middle) and Tom Coffman (right) 
discussed Ted Sullivan and the early days of baseball at Prospero's Books on June 5.

Not only does the book explain 
Sullivan’s life in detail, it also dives into 
the social, racial and political issues of his 
time as an Irish-American in the 1800s. 
Coffman and O’Neill chose not to shy 
away from the truth, some of which was 
shocking to learn.
“We decided we’re going to take this 

head on,” Coffman said. “It’s not the 
most flattering thing for our subject, for 
the journalistic profession, or for the Irish; 
we’re not going to cover it up. We’re not 
going to hide it. It’s part of the story. 
We’re storytellers.”
Some have asked if the stories in the book 

are true. To that, O’Neill has to laugh.
“We’re writing about the biggest B.S.-er 

in the history of baseball,” he said. “It’s 
true as far as that goes.”
As their publishing adventure comes to 

an end, one thing’s for certain: it was a 
fun ride. 
“We were entertained the whole way,” 

O’Neill said. “And the bottom line is, Tom 
and I had a good time. It was fun, even if it 
was more work than we ever did in college 
… We found a lot of humor in it, a lot of 
frustration and a lot of disappointment in 
putting together his life story.”
“Ted Sullivan —  Barnacle of Baseball” 

is available on most platforms, including 
Amazon. Since its publication in 

September of 2021, Coffman and O’Neill 
have been asked to appear at the 
Milwaukee Irish Festival and to discuss 
racism in the early days of baseball with 
former Royals player Frank White Jr. Read 

more about the book at irishcentral.com/
roots/history/ted-sullivan-barnacle-of-
baseball.

KH Automotive

For all of your automotive mechanical repair needs

 

SERVICES: ● Engine repair ● Scheduled maintenance ● Clutches

 ● Automatic and manual transmission repair

 ●  Diagnostics with various equipment including  
Snap-On Verus Edge, Mercedes SDS, Vag-Com and others

 ● Cooling systems including water pumps, radiators, hoses and belts

 ● Brakes, steering, suspension, etc.

 ● Heating/air conditioning including heater cores, compressors and more

 ● Electrical including starters and alternators

Over a century of 

combined experience 

on European vehicles!

Nationwide 
warranty on
most Repairs

 5925 Broadmoor, Mission, KS 66202

913-403-0073 ● www.khautomotive.com

Celebrating 20 years

KH Automotive is a family-owned and operated repair shop in Mission,  KS, servicing all 
makes and specializing in European vehicles such as Mercedes Benz, Land Rover, Jaguar 
and Porsche. Since our company opened its doors in 1999, we’ve treated every customer 
like they were part of our family. Other companies may offer similar services, but our 
services are the best, and come with a personal touch.

6250 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
913.722.6454

We Deliver, We Cater, We Care 

In-store only. Cannot combine offers. 
Limit 1 per customer. Valid at

Mission location only. Expires 4/30/2021.

Free sub equal or lesser value.
In-store only. Cannot combine offers.

Limit 1 per customer. Valid at
Mission location only. Expires 5/31/2021.

Buy 1 Classic or
Signature Sub and Get 1

FREE

WE CATER
& DELIVER!

$6MEAL
with purchase of drink

6250 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
913.722.6454

We Deliver, We Cater, We Care 

In-store only. Cannot combine offers. 
Limit 1 per customer. Valid at

Mission location only. Expires 4/30/2021.

Free sub equal or lesser value.
In-store only. Cannot combine offers.

Limit 1 per customer. Valid at
Mission location only. Expires 5/31/2021.

Buy 1 Classic or
Signature Sub and Get 1

FREE

WE CATER
& DELIVER!

$6MEAL
with purchase of drink

6/25/2021. 6/25/2021.Expires 9/8/2022. Expires 9/8/2022.
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For children in Mission in the 1950s and 
60s, baseball was a rite of passage, and 
summertime was synonymous with the 
crack of the bat and long afternoons 
running the dust-covered bases at the 
schoolyard, preparing to take on the local 
rival of the day.

At that time, elementary schools fielded 
their own teams. Mission resident 
Ned Scott remembers the draw of the 
schoolyard field well.
“All the schools at that time had the old 

backstops, and every kid knew where all 
those fields were,” he said. “Some of them 
were not much more than dust and dirt, 
covered with anthills, and then a big old 
backstop. But that’s all we’d need.” 
The fields weren’t evenly graded and 

landscaped, making for variations in play 
at each location. 
Steve Bussjaeger, proud player for the 

Rushton Elementary Cardinals recalled 
that the Rushton field had a slope to it. 
“You’d hope you could hit that ball 

and get it rolling down toward the 
playground,” he said. “If it started rolling 
that way all the way to the playground, 
you’d know you had a homerun.” 
Memorable features of the Rushton 

field included an old vacant farmhouse 
(one lucky job was retrieving the balls 
from the roof and gutters once a month), 
a meadow with a resident horse in the 
pasture (everyone’s favorite spectator), 
and an electric fence (which offered 
ample opportunity for daredevil bets). 

LOOKING BACK ON MISSION’S LITTLE LEAGUES
by Kate Deacon

TAKE ME BACK TO 
THE BALLGAME!

The Queen of Baseball, Mission’s own 
Peggy Gunn was crowned at Segner 
Field in 1951. Mission residents Jim 
Nichols and Jim Pfeiffer attend. Photo 
courtesy of the The Kansas City Times. 

This vintage photo highlights 
70s style, summer bicycles 

and Mr. Rushton’s farmhouse 
in the background. Photo 

courtesy of Randy Wenger. 

Rushton 
Cardinals, 
1963. Photo 
courtesy 
of Steve 
Bussjaeger.

Mission’s Hickory Grove school boasted a 
Championship Girls Baseball team in 1931.  As 
former Shawnee Mission North teacher Ned 
Scott remembers, Johnson County embraced 
the sport for females long before its time — 
“There was even a really nice field that was 
girls only, and we wished we could play there!” 
Photo courtesy of the Johnson County 
Historical Society. CHRISTCHURCHKC.ORG/VBS
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And every team had a designated fence 
climber to fetch the runaway balls.
Aside from the elementary schools with 

robust programs like Rushton and Hickory 
Grove, 3&2 teams were sponsored by local 
businesses.
“I played for Lutz plumbing,” Scott 

recalled, “and Tom Lutz would rush home 
from work in his plumber’s overalls and be 
back there pitching balls at practice.” 
To Scott, baseball was part of the 

American dream of the 1950s. 
“We had role models with our coaches,” 

he noted, “Almost all of them were World 
War II vets who came home with a GI 
bill, bought a house in Mission, maybe 
opened a small business, raised a family 
and coached a baseball team.” 
The sport was so popular that the 

Johnson County Sun featured a weekly 
report of team standings from the youth 
leagues. It was common practice for 
young readers to scope out the other 
teams in the paper. 
“You’d see a list of teams, and there 

were always two or three at the bottom 
that didn’t win at all,” Scott said. “In 
the long run, those 0-18 teams might 
have been the best teams I played 
on. Lutz Plumbing was one of those 
teams. We learned a lot about life.”
Van Johnson, who played for Smak’s 

Drive In at age 10, also remembers 
those losses well.

“We lost every game that year, but 
we got to play at Segner Field, which 
seemed like the major league stadium 
to us,” he said. 
Formerly located at 87th and Farley 

Street in Overland Park, Segner 
Field boasted gleaming lights, a real 
wooden fence, a concession stand and 
an old-fashioned scoreboard. Playing 
at Segner was a memorable highlight 
for many Mission players.

Bussjaeger has fond memories of a 
summer’s worth of baseball — equating it 
to a summer’s worth of freedom.
”You'd hop on your bike and spend the 

day at the Mission pool, the ball field, head 
all over town. That changed when I had to 
get a job at Katz Drugstore at 16, but it 
was good while it lasted,” he said. 
For Bussjaeger, those early lessons paid 

off; he later found success in many sports, 
including the triathlon, which he credits to 
the discipline and values of sportsmanship 
he absorbed from those early days on the 
baseball team. 
“You never know what you might apply 

later in life,” he emphasized.

Ashe Menswear Team, 1956. The 3&2 Baseball 
was largely sponsored by local businesses, such 
as the Mission Bowl and Ashe Menswear. 
Photos courtesy of the Johnson County Museum.

Mission Bowl Baseball Team, 1961.

BRUNCH IS SERVED 
Saturday & Sunday 10am -2 pm

Order online for carry out, 
curbside , or delivery

5400 Martway, Mission, KS 66205

913-544-2311 | peanutmidwest.com 
Wednesday night is Trivia Night !

Hours: M-F:11am-2am | Sat-Sun: 10am-2am
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SPACE AGE SPARKLE +  
POWERFUL PROTECTION

6501  JOHNSON DR, 
MISSION,  KS 66202

TIDALWAVEAUTOSPA .COM

SCAN THE QR CODE 
TO LEARN MORE

EXPERIENCE

UPGRADE 
COMING 
SOON
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6508 Martway Mission, KS 66202  •  913.362.4921  •  Located 1/2 block West of Martway & Lamar
www.salsagrillkc.com

Limit one coupon. Expires 9/8/22 

Call 913-362-4921 to place
your carryout or curbside pick-up

order! Coupon is valid for dine-in only.  
Want it delivered?

Go to Uber Eats or DoorDash.

Free Large Cheese Dip
With Entrée Purchase

Dine-In Only

Celebrating

21 Years of

ENJOY ONE OF OUR 

FRESH 

MARGARITAS OUTSIDE 

ON THE PATIO!

Every trip is $5.00 or less.*
New expanded service area!

Hail a Safe Ride: Professional drivers; Daily-cleaned vehicles

*Fares vary depending on trip length.

Book a curb-to-curb  
ride with Micro Transit. 
Johnson County Micro Transit is an  
affordable ride-hailing transportation  
option operating 7 days a week.

Updates Coming

Summer 2022



July/August 2022 | 37

  

                   
Includes a hand wax. Additional Charge for larger vehicles. 

Over-sized charge may apply. 
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 04/30/21.

$10 OFF$10 OFF

25% OFF25% OFF

913-236-6886
5960 Barkley St. Mission, KS 66202

Hours:
Monday -Saturday 8-7  |  Sunday 8-5

Superior Diamond Wash 
Includes basic full service wash, plus wheel cleaner, white wall scrub, underbody wash, 

clearcoat protectant, triple clearcoat polish, tire dressing & machine mat cleaning. 
Additional charge for larger vehicles. Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other 

offer. Expires 04/30/21.

FULL SERVICE SPECIAL

$5 OFF$5 OFF

HAND WAX

or clean & conditions 
leather seats, paste wax. All interior vinyl is cleaned & conditioned. See cashier for more 
details. Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 04/30/21.

DIAMOND 1 PROFESSIONAL DETAIL

  hsaW raC hsiniF dnomaiD
3 DAY GUARANTEE

When you purchase a full service wash, we guarantee you a clean car for 3 days. Bring in 
your receipt and we’ll   give you the full version of the wash on your receipt, if purchased, 
tire dressing will now be included.
Exterior Wash: Come back within 3-days, pay only $3.00, get the same wash on your 
receipt  (receipt must be present.) If purchased previously, tire dressing will be included.
Valid for vehicle on receipt only. Not valid with any other offer. Weather Permitting.

9/9/2022.

9/9/2022.

9/9/2022.

1706811

It’s why 
I’m here.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Bloomington, IL

Your home and car are 
more than just things. 
They’re where you make 
your memories – and they 
deserve the right protection. 
I get it. It’s why I’m here.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

David M Chavez Ins Agcy Inc
David M Chavez, Agent
4920 Johnson Drive

Roeland Park, KS  66205
Bus: 913-432-9000

SHOGUN MARTIAL ARTS CENTER
6300 W.51ST ST.
MISSION, KS 66202

NOW 

ENROLLING!

Okinawan Kenpo Karate
Okinawan Kenpo Karate

Taiko Ryu Aiki Jiu Jitsu
Taiko Ryu Aiki Jiu Jitsu

Ancient “Kobudo” Okinawan Weapons

Ancient “Kobudo” Okinawan Weapons

Feeding Crane Kung Fu
Feeding Crane Kung Fu

913-638-3490

•  Adult & Youth Classes 
•  Flexible Training Schedules
•  8,000 Square Foot Multiplex Facility

shogunmai.com

INTENSE FUN FOR EVERYONE!INTENSE FUN FOR EVERYONE!
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Dine-in only. Not valid on Sundays, holidays or Early 
Dinner Deals. Senior discount does not apply.

photo-copies will be accepted. Expires 6/25/21.

WITH THE PURCHASE
OF 2 MEALS & 2 DRINKS

$500$500

62
4949

OUR DINING 
ROOM IS OPEN!

CARRYOUT IS 
AVAILABLE!

Celebrating Celebrating 
50 years in 50 years in 
Mission KansasMission Kansas

5800 Broadmoor, Mission KS (913) 236-7088

8/27/21.

$200 OFF$200 OFF
ANY WHOLE PIE

Take-out only. Not valid with any other offers. 
Offer good with Mission Magazine coupon only. 
No photo-copies accepted. Expires 6/25/2022.Expires 9/9/2022.

Expires 9/9/2022.

QUALITY FRAMING 
AND ARTS

QUALITY FRAMING 
AND ARTS

Quality Framing Services is a family owned and operated business. We stand behind 
every job; Pedro and his wife Carolina are the only one’s handling/hand making each 
piece. They have a unique set of skills that ensure each framed piece is at top quality.

From diplomas to family pictures we ensure that the pieces you value 
will be preserved with our techniques and materials.

Not valid with any other offer.  No cash value. Expiration Date 6/25/21

ALL MONTH
Quality Framing & Art has 15% off on 

custom frames and an 20 % off on art work!
No appointment needed, just wear a face mask. 

QUALITY FRAMING AND ARTQUALITY FRAMING AND ART

QUALITY FRAMING AND ARTS  |  5830 JOHNSON DRIVE  |  MISSION, KS 66202 
913-217-7069  | Qualityframingandart.com

QUALITY FRAMING 
AND ARTS

QUALITY FRAMING 
AND ARTS

Quality Framing Services is a family owned and operated business. We stand behind 
every job; Pedro and his wife Carolina are the only one’s handling/hand making each 
piece. They have a unique set of skills that ensure each framed piece is at top quality.

From diplomas to family pictures we ensure that the pieces you value 
will be preserved with our techniques and materials.

4/29/229/8/22.

House of Stuart, Ltd.
Fine Jewelry and Collectibles

5960 Lamar Ave., Mission, KS 66202
913-831-1484 

missionpawn.com

A golden opportunity to find unique fine 
jewelry at an exceptional price….

Your neighbor for 29 years

Antiques, Home Décor, Jewelry, Collectibles 
and much more.....

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10am – 6pm  |  Sunday: Noon -6pm
5330 Martway  |  Mission, KS   |  913-722-7788  |  www.afabfind.com

A FABULOUS FIND
KC’s Best Antique Mall



Spend Your Summer with 
Mission Parks + Recreation!

6200 Martway St. | Mission, KS 66202 | 913.722.8200 | missionks.org

Under the Sea Pool Party
Bring the family to the pool for an Under the Sea 
Pool Party! Music, games, a pinata, photo booth 
and more!
 • SAT: July 30, 5-10PM 
 • Mission Family Aquatic Center
 • 8-10PM - Moana (PG) 
 • Movie Ticket (required): $4

Movie in the Park
Bring your lawn chair, grab a seat and enjoy a FREE 
movie in the park with Mission Parks + Recreation. 
Movie will start at dusk!
 • F: August 12 - Broadmoor Park - Space Jam, 
  A New Legacy (PG)

Yoga on Deck
Meditate with the soothing sounds of gently lapping 
water. Enjoy the beautiful summer evening while 
the sun sets. Wine tasting provided at the end by 
Aubrey Vineyards.
 • TH: July 28, 8PM
 • Mission Family Aquatic Center
 • $18

MPRD’s 1st Cornhole Tournament 
Round robin seeded into single elimination 
tournament. Teams of 2 – all skill levels welcome!
 • SAT: August 20, Check-in at 12:30PM, 
  Games begin at 1PM
 • Beverly Park
 • Prizes for 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place

Check out these new park improvements!
Andersen Park Tennis Courts:
 • New tennis court concrete surface, 
  fence and lights
 • ADA access
 • New court markings for 2 tennis courts 
  and 4 pickleball courts

 Mohawk Park (construction starting soon):
 • New restroom and pavilion
 • Connection from existing trails 
  to new plaza amenities
 • New (relocated) parking lot



5917 Beverly, Mission, KS 
913-403-9500
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

5710 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
913-403-9503
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

www.caseysautorepair.com

ASE • NAPA Car Care Center

Taking care of your car

5917 Beverly 5710 Johnson Dr.

Friday - 7am -4pm

• Brakes

• Hub match brake rotors
(eliminating brake pulsation)

• Repair or replace engines,
transmissions & differentials

• Perform all factory maintenance

• Unlock your cars radio

• Electrical

• Tune-ups

• Work with extended warranty
companies

• Reprogram ignition keys & remote
fobs

• Repair or replace windshields

• Computer Diagnostics

Oil 
Change
(free lube)

Check 
Engine 
Light

A/C
Service Tires


