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The Mission City Council met for a Special City Council meeting on Wednesday, 

January 12 at 5:30 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Flora. The 

following councilmembers were in attendance: Ken Davis, Debbie Kring, Lea 

Loudon, Kristin Inman, Hillary Thomas, Trent Boultinghouse and Ben Chociej 

joined remotely. 

 

Mayor Flora explained that in consideration of on-going COVID-19 health 

concerns, the meeting was also offered virtually through Zoom if preferred. 

The public was invited to participate in the meeting by using the instructions 

included in the City Calendar item listed on the front page of the website. For 

those participating virtually, they had the option of utilizing the “chat” feature 

to voice their comments which would be read aloud. The members of the 

public in-person, were encouraged to raise their hand and stay at their seats 

to be called on. The Mayor requested that anyone commenting to state their 

name and city of residence as well as to be conscientious of others talking and 

to speak clearly and slowly. 

 

Mayor Flora added that since this was a special meeting, the Council would 

only consider the two items presented under the Agenda, which was Ordinance 

Regulating Public Offenses within the City of Mission and Amending the 

Municipal Code to Require the Wearing of Masks or other Face Coverings 

during the COVID-19 Public Health Pandemic and Recovery and COVID-19 

Mitigation Strategies.  

 

Ordinance Regulating Public Offenses within the City of Mission and 

Amending the Municipal Code to Require the Wearing of Masks or 

other Face Coverings during the COVID-19 Public Health Pandemic 

and Recovery 

 

Mayor Flora commented that the global pandemic is now in the 22nd month 

and cases have skyrocketed to over 30% positivity in our community. She 

added that local medical professionals have sounded the alarm that the 

healthcare system is overrun and in crisis. The local public schools are also 

strained with staff shortages and student absences. Mayor Flora praised the 
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City staff and they work they’ve done throughout COVID-19, but 

acknowledged the strain and fatigue they are feeling. She remarked that 

Topeka is fractured by political infighting and posturing, Johnson County 

Department of Health and Environment (JCDHE) has been stripped of its 

authority to issue public health orders and the County Commission has had 

ample opportunity to put in place meaningful county-wide mitigation 

measures, but appears to lack the political will to do so. She explained she 

hopes Mission will do all that is reasonably within its power to keep those in 

the city safe and keep City operations functioning. She added that she also 

hopes that others will see Mission’s actions and decide that they too will do 

what they can to slow the spread. This includes signaling to the County 

Commission that Mission supports mitigation efforts and wants them to act as 

the Board of Health to protect everyone in the County, but also encouraging 

other cities to act within their borders. She stated that it is known that 

vaccines and masks are the most effective tool to fight Omicron, and the City 

has the power to implement a mask ordinance that applies to individuals. She 

stated that any amount of slowing the spread is a benefit to the incredibly 

stressed healthcare system. She added that Mission prides itself in being a 

Community for All Ages, and that a mask ordinance is one way to protect the 

very young, the very old, and other at-risk members of the community. She 

finished her comments by stating that she doesn’t want to be at the end of 

this surge and know Mission’s Governing Body could have done more but 

lacked the courage to do so. She said that’s why she called for this meeting 

and encourages the Councilmembers to vote yes on this ordinance. 

 

Ms. Smith then reiterated the seriousness of the current surge in new cases 

and hospitalizations caused by the highly transmissible Delta and Omicron 

variants of COVID-19. According to the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), Johnson County, Kansas is currently an area where there 

is a “high” level of community tranmission of COVID-19. Johnson County 

COVID-19 rates now exceed 30% positivity as of January 11, 2022 per the 

JCDHE COVID-19 Dashboard. 

 

Ms. Smith continued that throughout the pandemic, Mission has followed 

federal, local and state mandates in both the community at large and within 
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City operations. In recognition of the City’s responsibility to provide for and 

ensure the health, safety, security, and welfare of the people in the 

community, Mayor Flora called a special meeting to consider an ordinance 

requiring face masks while indoors in public spaces and to discuss other 

COVID-19 mitigation strategies. At the request of the Mayor, Staff prepared 

an ordinance for the City Council's consideration. The key provisions of the 

ordinance include: 

 

• The draft ordinance does not make businesses or organizations 

responsible for requiring that employees, customers, visitors, or 

members of the public wear masks or other face coverings. In its 

simplest terms, the requirement is now personal, and businesses and 

employers are not themselves responsible for requiring employee or 

customer compliance.  

• There is no requirement that businesses post signage, again seeking to 

remove as much responsibility from businesses as possible.  

 

Mayor Flora has been coordinating efforts surrounding masking requirements 

with the cities of Prairie Village and Roeland Park who both have special 

meetings called for Wednesday, January 12, 2022 to consider similar forms of 

mask ordinances and/or resolutions. If the ordinance is approved it would 

become effective following its publication on January 18, 2022 and will 

terminate on February 23, 2022 unless extended by Council action. The 

section of municipal code that would be amended is Chapter 215, Article VII, 

Offenses Against the Public Safety. 

 

Councilmember Kring commented that members of the Council have received 

correspondence from consituents about their support of the mandate and 

desire to move this forward. Councilmember Thomas thanked Mayor Flora for 

her leadership and coordination with Prairie Village and Roeland Park. 

Councilmember Boultinghouse commented that he had gone back and forth 

on this issue, but ultimately supports this ordinance and is optimistic about 

the potential for neighboring cities to follow Mission’s lead. Councilmember 

Chociej added that he also supports the ordinance and thanked staff and the 

Mayor for their hardwork. Councilmember Loudon said what motivated her in 
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the decision to support the ordinance was regional hospital staff asking for 

masking becuase they are overwhelmed and need help.  

 

Councilmember Davis explained that while he is in support of masking, he has 

concerns with the enforcement side. He would like to see businesses take a 

more active role in enforcing it within their own spaces, rather than relying on 

our Police Department. He hoped that they could work on getting some 

support from the business community in enforcing this on a voluntarily basis. 

He asked if there has been any support or communication from the Northeast 

Johnson County Chamber. Mayor Flora replied that the Chamber did send a 

letter in support of additional education and mitigation but did not take a 

specific stance on our ordinance. 

 

Councilmember Davis also expressed concern about the labor intensive aspect 

of responding to businesses from the Police Department. Ms. Smith answered 

officers will not be pulled off another call in order to respond to a mask issue, 

adding that there will be continued conversations with the Police Department 

regarding enforcement.  

 

Councilmember Davis asked if anyone from staff had reached out to the 

Johnson County Sheriff’s office. Ms.Smith answered that City staff had not. 

 

Seven comments were read from the public chat feature, six in support of the 

ordinance and one not in favor. One question came in from the chat asking 

whether the ordinance specified the type of mask that would be required. Ms. 

Smith answered that the ordinance did not specify but that information might 

be shared as part of the City’s education campaign.  

 

Councilmember Davis voiced support for the ordinance but did state his 

misgivings with the logistics of the ordinance and added that he does not want 

to burden the police officers.  

 

Conversations continued about the ordinance. 
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Moved by Thomas, Seconded by Kring to approve the Ordinance amending 

Chapter 215, Article VII Offenses Against the Public Safety of the City of 

Misison Municipal Code to require individuals to wear masks or other face 

coverings while indoors in public spaces during the COVID-19 public health 

pandemic and recovery. AYE: Boultinghouse, Davis, Loudon, Inman, Kring and 

Chociej. Motion carried. 

 

 

COVID-19 Mitigation Strategies 

 

Ms. Smith reported that throughout the COVID-19 pandemic Mission’s 

Governing Body, staff and employees have implemented a variety of safety 

protocols designed to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public and 

employees. These efforts have been to slow the spread of community 

transmission and to work to ensure that organizational staffing levels can be 

maintained for continuity of operations. 

 

She continued that due to the recent upward trend in cases in Johnson County 

and the information shared by the Chief Medical Officers throughout the metro 

area about increasing demands on the hospitals and medical networks, staff 

took steps as of Friday, January 7, 2022 to revise and adjust certain protocols. 

This item was originally presented on the Finance and Administration 

Committee meeting but was moved to the Special Meeting agenda once it was 

called. 

 

Ms. Smith shared that the following updates were made to the protocols:  

 

• Public masking will be required when actively exercising at the 

Community Center (cardio, weights, walking track, racquetball, 

basketball, etc.) This will include, but is not limited to gym rentals for 

any sports practice such as basketball or volleyball, and any other 

rentals during the gym portion of the rental even if masks are allowed 

to be removed for eating or drinking in other rental spaces.   

• Public masking will be strongly encouraged:  

o For persons inside a private rental space at the Community Center 
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where food and drink are offered or provided 

o For persons inside a private rental space engaged in religious 

services, ceremonies, or activities 

• Should staffing levels allow, Indoor Playground may be reinstituted with 

masking requirements for both children and adults.  

• Masks will be required for children aged 5 and older.  

  

Ms. Smith stated that there would be a thirty-minute buffer between rentals 

in rental spaces, with sanitation in-between; a “mask only” modified fitness 

area on the first floor; masking in vehicles and when leaving workstations.  

 

The changes have been communicated to the Community Center’s members, 

patrons and employees. These changes will be adopted upon approval of the 

ordinance. Also, while the effective date of the ordinance would not be until 

Tuesday, January 18, 2022, any changes to these protocols related to City 

facilities could become effective immediately. 

 

Councilmember Davis asked if there was any discussion about doing a registry 

of who is vaccinated and who is not in relation to staff. Ms. Smith explained 

that it has been in process and would be discussed more at the Finance and 

Administration Committee meeting.  

 

 

Moved by Boultinghouse, Seconded by Kring to approve the COVID-19 

mitigation strategies, protocols and procedures for the City of Mission. Voting 

AYE: Boultinghouse, Davis, Loudon, Inman, Kring and Chociej. Motion 

carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mayor Flora announced that the public video from tonight’s meeting will be 

available through a link on the City’s website - missionks.org.   

 

Moved by Kring, seconded by Davis to adjourn the meeting at 6:30p.m. 

All present voted AYE. Motion carried. 
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Respectfully submitted by Audrey McClanahan, City Clerk. 

 

 

 

       ________________________ 

                        Solana Flora, Mayor 

 

 

________________________ 

Audrey M. McClanahan, City Clerk 


