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Looking for a
Primary Care
Provider?

In times like these you need
a doctor more than ever. |

Call for an appointment to establish RAEESTEIRLVLY

. . . ?
with one of our physicians today! need a doctor:
3¢ Board certified family practice and internal - Screen for high blood pressure
medicine physicians - Screen for high cholesterol
5€ ALL ages accepted for primary care! - Screen for diabetes
On site laboratory and x-ray services - Routine immunizations
»¢ We take most insurance plans * Appropriate cancer screenings
¢ On site behavioral health practitioners * ER HEEHE0 joU PR
(psychology, dietician, social work) - Monitor growth and development of
children

- Adolescent well care visits

Prl ma ry Ca re H ours - Care coordination of specialty care
- Have a doctor you can call when you
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8:30am - 5:00pm need one!

Urgent care on weeknights and weekends
If you need urgent care your medical record will always be available!

We are happy to announce the addition of Dr. Jessica Braure to our practice.
She is now welcoming new patients of all ages.

Sunﬂ

5555 W. 58th. St., Mission, KS | (913) 432-2080 | SunflowerMed.com

¥ Internal Medicine Find us on

We r ¥ Family Practice ﬁ

wl Medical Group 4= Urgent Care




PRESSING

FORWARD WITH
POSITIVITY

As we usher in the official start of
fall, | pause for a moment to reflect
on the words of Oscar Wilde who
observed that, “All at once summer
collapsed into autumn.” Doesn’t that
feel especially true this year?

| recently heard someone describe
2020 as being trapped in a “time
warp,” and | must admit | could
definitely relate. So if you, like me,
are looking for glimpses of positive
affirmations, friendly faces and
hometown determination, you never
have to look any further than the
next issue of the Mission Magazine.

| am amazed at how every
issue reaffirms my confidence in
our community. There are always
moments of pride, examples of
selfless service and opportunities for
personal growth all flowing along
in the endless current of kindness,
creativity and community that makes
Mission so unique.

Earlier this month, we introduced
a rebranding/logo for the city
reflective of the authenticity
and interconnectedness of our
community and capturing the
essence of what makes Mission
unique. Similarly, each issue of
the Mission Magazine is carefully
developed to provide that snapshot
of our diversity, charm, character
and the things that keep us out of
the ordinary. The September issue
doesn’t disappoint.

Chef Lalo Alvarez believes that
“doing things the hard way creates
success.” The story of how his
restaurant came to be highlights
the perseverance and dedication
it's taken to get him to this point.

He credits much of his success to
listening to people who are positive,
and if the lines outside The Corner
Lalo’s
Kitchen on
evenings
and
weekends
are any
indication,
he's
definitely
on the
right track.

On the cover:
Mission Police Officer Jay Fleer.
Photo by Denise Elam.

Lalo’s passion for food is equally
matched by Officer Jay Fleer's
passion for public service. In these
times when the national spotlight
is shining on the law enforcement
community, it is encouraging to
share the story of one of our own
who exemplifies what it means to be
a positive influence both personally
and professionally. His enthusiasm
and energy seem boundless, whether
he's campaigning for breast cancer
awareness, challenging our youth to
make good choices or interacting
with market-goers on his bicycle.

When we talk with the regional
experts at BikeWalkKC about the
resurgence of interest in biking
over the past several months, we
are reminded of the efforts Mission
has made to promote multi-
modal transportation. The new
bike lanes on Lamar are the most
recent example of the investments
targeted for bikers. It is incremental
investments with a long-term vision
that pay dividends now and into the
future.

And finally, those long-term
investments in Mission by the
Down Syndrome Guild of Greater
Kansas City (DSG) are paying off
for the families they serve with
the addition of a new Lifelong
Learning Campus soon to be under
construction just south of Johnson
Drive at Dearborn. Having provided
services for individuals throughout
the metro area for decades, the DSG
was attracted to Mission’s sense
of community many years ago and
has chosen to stay. We are proud to
continue to support their efforts.

As we step into the last quarter
of 2020, | hope you will join me in
seeking out the positive and sharing
stories of the great things happening
right here in our hometown.

Ron

-Ron Appletoft, Mayor
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greater !

focus

on innovative
and personalized
treatment plans.

Y
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At AdventHealth Shawnee Mission, we believe
when it comes to your cancer care, you deserve
greater. That means greater access to leading
specialists who offer innovative, personalized
treatment plans built around your needs. Putting
you at the center of the latest in cancer care. It’s
just one of the ways we’re delivering greater, so
you can feel whole.

Find your partner in innovative cancer care at
CancerCareKC.com.

MD Anx
AdventHealth  }DAndesson,

Shawnee Mission Certified Member
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ALLYOU CAN FIT
1BAG 0’ LAUNDRY !

I |f it fits in the bag with the draw- 1
strings closed, we'll wash & fold/
R hang your laundry. Detergent s
and softener included. Includes SN
blankets & comforters (except CHEEEEES
S down). Requires 1 time purchase of

R Bubble Room Nylon Bag $10.

Independentce”

‘Mission « Lenexa « Ola
; .net L 4

TheBubbleRoor

OUR WASHERS
ARE REALLY,
REALLY BIG.

Big in size and big in value.

For the same price as our
competitors, we give you two
washes and two rinses for every
load, not just one — and the high
efficiency front-load design doesn't
destroy your clothes like top-load
washers do.

Our washers also spin your
clothes at an amazing 90 G-Force,
squeezing out 160% more water.
This means you spend less time
and money on drying.

Speaking of which, have we
mentioned our 72,000 BTU dryers?
They're pretty sweet, too.

They feature an active secondary
motor that blasts air through your
clothes at 354 cu/ft per minute,
resulting in fluffly, dry clothes, fast,
without the heat damage other
dryers can cause.

We're proud of our stores, and we'd
like you to stop by and experience
notonly our great machines, but
our cleanliness and excellent
customer service.

$25 Comforters !

ANY SIZE

Washed and Folded. Down Comforters + $15

Expires 11/20/20

B

Dy Clean

“Good, Coan T

TheBubbleRoom.net - ©13236-WASH (9274)

I-35 & Lamar - 5050 Lamar Ave - Mission, KS 66202
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The Kansas'City Chiefs recognized Offi&r "
Fleer as a Hometown Hero at ArroWhead *
r Stadium last fall. - “

‘Taking
Care of
People’

Mission Police Officer Jay Fleer
on a 29-year career of service

by Denise Elam

6 ® MISSION Yeus tometown

A hushed whisper fell across the room at Brian’s Bakery
and Eatery in Mission last May.

The children running and playing in the bakery stopped in
their tracks. Even parents mingling amongst themselves at
the Cookie With A Cop event quieted to listen as Mission
Police Officer Jay Fleer recounted his strange encounter
with an owl.

“There were probably 20 kids running around all crazy, |
think it was back on the last day of school,” Jay recalled. “As
| started to tell the owl story, | looked around and all these
kids who had been running around like their hair was on fire
suddenly sat down and were silent.”

Jay said in total, around 50 people were listening intently
to his story about the fine feathered friend he discovered in
the middle of the road late one night while on patrol.

“It was just so much fun to know that at that moment, so
many people really wanted to be around and hear what | had
to say,” he said.

Jay considers himself a storyteller. His 29-year career as a
patrol officer has given him plenty of material.

“Everybody loves a good story,” he said. “Even a bad
story, told well, is something people want to hear.”



Mission police officers can
pink badges in October
east Cancer Awareness

In fact, Jay uses his own
stories to help guide students
at Rushton and Highlands
Elementary Schools through
the Drug Abuse Resistance
Education program (D.A.R.E).
As a D.A.R.E. instructional

officer, Jay teaches the D.A.R.E. America curriculum, a 10-week
program designed for sixth-grade students. Most are familiar
with the program, Jay said, but might not realize how much it
has evolved throughout the years.

“It started out as truly a program to combat drug abuse and it
was very myopic,” he said. “It evolved and changed (throughout
the years) into lessons to help young people learn how to make
safe and responsible decisions.”

Jay speaks to kindergarten through fifth-grade students as
well, with a curriculum he designed himself.

"Each classroom gets three visits with a curriculum | created
for those grades,” he said. “We talk about police officers, the
equipment we carry and the roles that we play on our first visit.
On the second visit, we talk about reporting emergencies.”

Jay compares reporting emergencies to telling vs. tattling,

a lesson he hopes is relatable to his students. A lot of his
examples are taken from personal experience.

“And then the third week we talk about bullying and conflict
resolution,” he said. “The bullying story is a personal story
about me when | was in the fourth grade. So these kids will sit
there and listen to me and say, ‘'Wait a minute, Officer Fleer
was bullied and here’s how he dealt with it and it worked.” It

“| HOPE PEOPLE UNDERSTAND,
AND [ THINK MOST PEOPLE DG,

THAT THE MAJORITY OF POLICE
OFFICERS — WE SHOW UP FOR

WORK AND OUR GOAL IS TO
TAKE CARE OF PEOPLE.”

-Officer Jay Fleer

makes it relevant and personal.”

Aside from teaching students how to make healthy and
responsible decisions, Jay believes the program fosters positive
relationships between police and the community they serve.

“If I'm standing at the front of Hy-Vee and one of my kids
is in the checkout line with their parents, they're very excited
to see me. They come running over to me and introduce me
to their parents,” he said. “These relationships build on each
other,; it starts with having a positive relationship with these
kids who maybe otherwise would never have the ability to
have a conversation with a police officer or have a personal
relationship (with one).”

One of his favorite memories as a D.A.R.E officer resulted
from a conversation he overheard between a student and their
parents.

“I heard a student assure his parents that, ‘This is Officer
Fleer. We love him,"” Jay said. “Since then, |'ve fostered a good

SEPTEMBER 2020 ® 7




relationship with his parents
that maybe wouldn't have
happened (before).”

Jay said the most
memorable event in his
career was when the Kansas
City Chiefs recognized him
as a Hometown Hero at
Arrowhead Stadium last fall.

“] got goosebumps when |
realized that 80,000 people
were cheering for me,” he
said.

Jay was honored by
the Chiefs due to his
commitment to community
and his response to an
active shooter situation
near Highlands Elementary
in early 2019. He and the
responding officers quickly
contained the situation, later receiving the Mission Police
Department'’s Gold Medal of Honor for their heroic efforts.

“As a response to that, when we had Highlands graduation
later that spring, the students had made a video expressing
their appreciation for police officers ... which was very
touching,” he said. “To know how much safer it made them feel
to see me greeting them in the mornings was heartwarming.”

Apart from his work in the schools, Jay keeps busy the
remainder of the year as a patrol officer in Mission, where he
enjoys getting to know the residents he serves.

“We know the people in our community,” he said. “When |
was first brought into policing, a takeaway from the sheriff who
hired me was that our most important job is to take care of
people. His actions demonstrated his belief in that and | have
really tried to keep that in the front of my mind throughout my
career.”

Recently, he joined the Real Men Wear Pink campaign to raise
awareness for breast cancer and the American Cancer Society.

During Breast Cancer Awareness Month last October, the
Mission Police Department was allowed to wear pink badges.
Jay took his support a step further, posting photos of the
badge and of cancer survivors each day onto his social media
feeds.

“Every day in October of last year, | honored somebody who
was a survivor or posted in memory of somebody who died of
breast cancer,” he said.

He was inspired to join the cause after witnessing cancer’s
effects firsthand.

“One of our officers, his wife was at that time battling breast
cancer,” he said. "It seemed a way to demonstrate support of
that officer and for his family.”

Due to its impact on both men and women worldwide, Jay
said he wanted to raise awareness for how treatable and
survivable the cancer can be if detected early.

“Statistically, our underrepresented population has a higher
mortality rate from breast cancer and it may be because they
can't afford to get the exams or treatment; that’s where the
fundraising part comes into it to provide low cost and free
mammograms for people who need it,” he said.

Local chapters of The American Cancer Society also provide
free transportation to and from medical appointments for
patients who otherwise may not be able to get there. A portion
of fundraising for the Real Men Wear Pink campaign goes
toward continuing this accessibility for patients.

8 © MISSION eus ttometown

Officer Fleer with students outside
of Highlands Elementary School in
Mission. Photo by Denise Elam.
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Jay's social media posts caught the eye of the American
Cancer Society. He was nominated as a distinguished
community representative for the Real Men Wear Pink
campaign and plans to take part again this year.

"] didn't realize until | started doing this how many people
breast cancer touched that | know personally,” he said.

When he's not working as an officer, breast cancer awareness
advocate and father, Jay can be found volunteering with
Mission’s Family Adoption Program, KC Physical Activity Plan
Infrastructure Committee and working as a MARC Vision Zero
Traffic Safety Summit presenter.

"My favorite part of my job, not just as an officer but as a
human, is that I'm taking care of people in my community,” he
said. “l hope people understand, and | think most people do,
that the majority of police officers — we show up for work and
our goal is to take care of people ... nobody is more furious
about a ‘bad cop’ than a good cop.””

And as for that owl story? Jay said you'll have to stop by the
next community outreach event to hear it for yourself.

“If you come to one of our events, | promise if there are kids
there, they're gonna’ ask to hear it,’” he said. “It's one of those
stories that, as a storyteller, | don’t want to sell it short by giving
you too much of a summary. What you need to do is experience
the narrative.”

ym—
Officer Fleer can often
/\e found on his bike at
1 S S I I Mission Market

#—FARM & FLOWER —«

MARKET

FRESH. FRIENDLY, LOCAL.
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Mission Square

“Independent living designed just for );O.l_t_! "

It’s Not the Years,
It’s How You /.7v¢ Them

Stop by and check the convenient
lifestyle, unique ambiance and
exceptional living experience.

Mission Square offers the best value
for Active Senior Living in the areq,
come see why!

Mon-Thurs 9AM-5PM, Fri 9AM-4PM

¢ Heated Garage & Storage Rooms
 Social Activities

e Chef Prepared Meal Options

« All Utilities Included in Monthly Fee
« Essential Transportation Available

+ Sylvester Powell, Jr membership

included

CALL FOR
YOUR

PERSONAL
TOUR

Visit www.mission-square for a Virtual Tour of Community spaces, to see our 3D Plans & photo gallery of residences.

913-403-8200

* mission-square.com 6220 Martway Street ¢ Mission, Kansas 66202




Forever Yo ung

Learning Center
PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM

5404/5408 W. 58TH TERRACE, MISSION, KS 66205

Forever Young
=

CHILDCARE &

Call today to e“"‘ﬂ“

913)132-3252 OO

For more information, info@foreveryoungcc.com

Serving Children 6 Weeks to 12 Years Old

o Infant Care: 6 weeks to 24 months o School Age After School Care: 5 -12 years
 Toddler Care: 2 years to 3 years o Summer Program

o Preschool Care: 3 years to 5 years o Offering 24 Hour Care

Sy

Licensed Care « Experienced Caregjv: als Included « Home like setting
Small Group Size « Edueational Toys & Activities « Minimal TV Viewing
Drop-ins Welcome « Before/After Hours & Weekend Care - 1st, 2nd, 3rd Shifts rF
Nights & Weekends « 7 Days a Week « Developmental Skills to Prepare for School _

s O Yoo i\

» OFF 1Free Week ¥ .
C]“ld S F“‘St Of TUitiO“! Forever \"mmg

E&

Forever Young,
L

Enrollment Fee*

*With this coupon only. Offer valid through 11/20/20.

*Free week may only be used on
or after the 5th week of enrollment.
Offer valid through 11/20/20.
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EMPLOYEE OWNED

THE OFFICIAL GROCERY PARTNER .
OF THE KANSAS CITY CHIEFS "~

-

SHOP YOUR LOCAL MISSION HY-VEE!

e Open 24 hours, 7 days a week ¢ In-Store Bakery ¢ Catering for all occasions ¢
* Pharmacy ¢ Beautiful Floral Department ¢ Caribou Coffee ¢

e Sushi made fresh daily ¢ Health Market
tiylee

U HyVee
aisles MAR LLE
“llvoo M Sﬁz\{zEsR E online 7 @/@55

com

6655 Martway ¢ Mission, KS ¢ 913-831-4447 ¢« www.Hy-Vee.com 0 O

FULL SERVIGE LAUNDRY

OUR SERVICES:
¢ PICKUP & DELIVERY W-D-F @ $1.50/LB
¢ DROP OFF W-D-F @ $1.25 /LB .
¢ COMMERCIAL LAUNDRY E
¢ COINLAUNDRY
¢ COMFORTERS

Download our

CleanCloud App ===

20% O i O OFF i DRY ':
-DRY- \  BEDDIN i1 CLEANING
Vﬁ? :}',e,EB JF?IEP ' I Wash-Dry-Fold SGervice o 509 OFEF

Enter code TLCMMPU (Comforteers, Blankets, Mattress Pads, Sheets, Pillows) .
Order online or download the App (one time use). Expires 11/20/20 Expires 11/20/20 EXPIFGS 11/20/20
d k

www.thelaundrycraft.com | 6514 Martway, Mission, KS 66202 | 913.549.4063
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Mission’s Bicycle Master Plan
aids insurgence of cyclists
By Denise Elam

or safe street advocates at BikeWalkKC,
everything is connected.
According to the Kansas City nonprofit,

creating safer streets for pedestrians will
in turn foster safe spots for families to
spend time together on walks, more room
for bicyclists to ride and more controlled
streets. This will lead to a snowball effect of
positive change.

“What we hope to see as a result of these
safer streets is a culture of active living,”
said Liz Harris, Marketing and Events
Coordinator at BikeWalkKC. “So that means
neighbors are getting out and meeting
each other face to face because they are all
traveling on the same streets. It means that
communities are healthy and connected
and we see lower rates of disease and
illness.”

Safer streets also equal less food
insecurities, as those without means of
transportation can walk to grocery stores
and purchase fresh produce.

“All of these concepts are kind of
connected in the idea of a safe and
connected system of streets,” she said.

BikeWalkKC works with municipalities
across the five county metro area,
advocating for sidewalks, trails, crosswalks
and bike lines while also providing youth
and adult education in area school districts.

12 © MISSION %o tometown
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" BikeWalkKC, the City of Mission and The Bar partnered in
* 2018 for a "Give a Bike - Take a Bike" community event.
~ The City plans to host another event in 2021.

[}

The nonprofit has
been working
with Mission City
leaders since its
inception in 2010.

“Mission has
been a partner
from the very
beginning,” said
Karen Campbell,
the director
of development and communications at BikeWalk
KC. “The City has been really forward thinking in
their planning and also the beauty of a municipality
like Mission is their council members have remained
committed to further progress; we've seen a lot of
recent expansion and growth of improvements to the
roadways and crosswalks.”

That forward thinking came in handy amidst stay-
at-home orders this March. As many businesses were
closing their doors, many residents were strapping on
their bike helmets.

“I'm sure you heard about packed trails, crowded
sidewalks and all these things,” Liz said. “From
BikeWalkKC's perspective, obviously this is a good
problem to have but it can be a big problem in the
middle of a pandemic.”

Karen said Mission has been working on bikeways
as part of their Bicycle Master Plan. BikeWalkKC's
consulting firm assists City planners to help create
safer, more efficient streets for pedestrians.

“Mission did a major overhaul of Johnson Drive about
six years ago, where they put in speed humps and

-Karen Campbell, BikeWalkKC

“The City has been really forward thinking in their
planning and also the beauty of a municipality like
Mission is their commissioners have remained
committed to further progress; we've seen a lot of
recent expansion and growth of improvements to
the roadways and crosswalks.”

lowered the speed
limit,” she said.
“This was an effort
to make it more
comfortable for
people of all modes
of transportation
but also to attract
people to come,
stay and shop in
those businesses
rather than zooming through Johnson Drive on their
way to the highway or Shawnee Mission Parkway. We
know there are ongoing discussions about ways to
further improve safety in that area.”

According to research done by the League of
American Bicyclists, people who bike and walk to
shops tend to spend more time shopping and go more
frequently, particularly with ease of sidewalk access.

“That's demonstrated over and over again around
the country and | think we're seeing that on Johnson
Drive,” Karen said.

The creation of bike lanes on Lamar Avenue also aids
the City in slowing cars and possibly reducing the rates
of pedestrian-involved accidents.

“Interestingly, related to Covid, the data that we're
seeing around the Kansas City metro is that while traffic
is down significantly, the rate of injury and fatality
crashes is up because there are fewer cars on the road
and people feel like they can drive faster,” Karen said.

An additional advantage to the work Mission
had already put into road infrastructure during the
pandemic was ease of sidewalk usage for restaurants
SEPTEMBER 2020 ® 13



Mission's Sustainability Commission purchased and dedicated™

a bike repair station alon
Mission to

and businesses. Sandhills Brewing, for instance, opened
a sidewalk cafe, allowing their business to remain open
amidst the uncertainty.

“Their taproom was too small to have people come
inside, so they could only sell beer to go — which
impacted their sales and employees,” Liz said. “But when
they opened the sidewalk cafe, with bike racks installed
on their sidewalk, they were able to welcome more
customers and still keep their staff and customers safe by
having them outside.”

Liz said construction on Johnson Drive helped make

Visit our website at www.missionkb.com
5845 Horton, Mission, KS 66202

913.362.4242

14 © MISSION Yous tometown
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Sandhills’ sidewalk cafe a
success.

“Sandhills is also one
of our newest brewery
partners on our Tour de
Bier event (this year, a self-
guided tour of brewing in
KC), so we're able to send
riders all over the city to
Sandhills because Johnson
Drive feels safer to ride on
than it used to,” she said.
“The bike fix-it station at
The Market site across the
street is also a help.”

As the pandemic
continues, BikeWalkKC
is restructuring its
educational methods,
offering virtual bike
maintenance events
and rethinking the way
they will raise awareness for safe streets in schools this
fall. Virtual walking and biking clubs, along with virtual
classes on helmet fitting and safe starting and stopping
procedures are all possibilities.

“Our bike share system has been exploding ...we're
hearing from bike shops that they are sold out and
overwhelmed,” Karen said. “It's great that people are
interested in biking and pursuing that. We're seeing more
and more people remembering that they had a bike and
the joys of riding when they were kids.”

the Rock Creek Trail in downtown
etter serve the biking community.

Award winning kitchen & bath remodeling company
Outstanding reputation for design and craftsmenship

2016 Super Service Awards from Angie's List and
previous consecutive years since 2004

Experienced and professional kitchen and
bath design assistance

NARI Certified kitchen and bath remodeler and
lead carpenter

Our carpenters are employees that are
highly skilled and experienced
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3 DAY.
4

When you purchase a full service wash, we guarantee you a clean carfor 3 days. Bring in
your receiptand we'll give you the full version of the wash on your receipt, if purchased,
tire dressing will now be included.

Exterior Wash: Come back within 3-days, pay only $3.00, get the same wash on your
receipt (receipt must be present.) If purchased previously, tire dressing will be included.
Valid for vehicle on receipt only. Not valid with any other offer. Weather Permitting.

t DIAMOND 1 PROFESSIONAL DETAIL

29" OFF

Complete interior shampoo, all floor mats, carpeting, upholstered seats, or clean & conditions
leather seats, paste wax. All interior vinyl is cleaned & conditioned. See cashier for more
details. Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 11/20/20, I

Includes a hand wax. Additional Charge for larger vehicles.
Over-sized charge may apply.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11/20/20.

- $10 OFF

FULL SERVICE SPECIAL

Superior Diamond Wash

Includes basic full service wash, plus wheel cleaner, white wall scrub, underbody wash,
clearcoat protectant, triple clearcoat polish, tire dressing & machine mat cleaning.
Additional charge for larger vehicles. Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other 1
offer. Expires 11/20/20.

5960 Barkley St. Mission, KS 66202

www.diamondfinishwash.com

Hours:
Monday -Saturday 87 | Sunday 8-5

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY.
EXPIRES NOVEMBER 24, 2020

SUNDAYS 10 AM | missioncitgkc.com

/
/
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Pets, Supplies
& Services

o e Wl - T
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Puppies ¢ Small Animals ¢ Fresh, Marine & Tropical Fish ¢ Birds ¢ Reptiles ¢ All Natural Pet Faod
Complete Line of Pet Supplies ® Doggy Daycare ® Boarding ® Grooming

] 6900 Martway Street * Mission, Kansas 66202 * 913-236-PETS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

—BRUNCH IS SERVED
; Saturday & Sunday
10am -2-pm

N = |

Dining room

now.open !

Order online for carry out,
curbside , or delivery

5400 Martway, Mission, KS 66205

913-544-2311 | peanutmidwest.com
Wednesday night is Trivia Night !

Hours: M-F:11am-2am | Sat-Sun: 10am-2am
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F4%\WHERE DOES MY PLASTIC GO?

MISSION CITY HALL . .
o From bicycle helmets to cell phones to medical
6090 Woodson | Mission, kS 66202 devices, plastics have revolutionized our modern #Dltch‘l‘heﬂa V
Open Monday through Friday world several times over. But it's also important to g ‘
8 am.to 5 p.m. consider what happens after we toss them in the
trash. Some quick plastic facts, courtesy of National end up in the landfill
P 913.676.8350 Geographic:

F 913.722. 1415

¢ Half of all plastics ever manufactured have been made in the last 15 years.

® Production increased from 2.3 million tons in 1950 to 448 million tons by 2015.
That is expected to double by 2050.

e Every year, about 8 million tons of plastic waste escapes into the ocean from
coastal nations. That's the equivalent of setting five garbage bags full of trash
on every foot of coastline all over the world.

* Plastics contain additives that make them more durable. But these additives can
add to the lifespan of the products if they become litter, with some estimates
ranging to at least 400 years to break down.

¢ Plastic waste leads to the death of millions of animals each year.

Remember to avoid littering and dispose of your plastic properly and securely. Many

COMMITTEE MEETINGS plastics can be recycled in your curbside bin, though be sure to keep plastic bags out

Community Development, of your curbside recycling — take those to the Mission Hy-Vee or any other grocery store

Finance and Administration in the area. Remember to place items loose in your recycling bin and do not bag them.
Recycling companies often can find it difficult to locate buyers for recycled plastic,

First Wednesday every month, 6:30 p.m. meaning it can still end up in the landfill. So your best option is to consider alternatives

(overflow business considered on the second

such as avoiding single-use plastics, reusing what you have, choosing glass or going
Wednesday of the month as necessary)

without altogether when you can!
* Article provided by Mission Sustainability Commission
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CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Third Wednesday every month, 7 p.m.

comeuwomssssons 4 FALL YARD WASTE REMINDERS

Fourth Wednesday every month, 7 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public. * & CO LLECTI 0 N *
GOVERNING BODY Fall is here — |eave§ will star.t falling, grass still’ needs mowing, and )./ard waste disposal
can become top of mind. Options for dealing with yard waste include:

Mayor Ron Appletoft ...... 913.676.8351 * Mulching leaves, grass clippings, and branches reduces yard waste, helps soil to
retain moisture and adds nitrogen (to fertilize).

WARD I COUNCIL MEMBERS

Trent Boultinghouse ...... 620.238.0394 * If you prefer to bag your leaves and yard waste, Mission residents may place up
Hillary Parker Thomas ... 913.961.4520 to 10 setouts each week throughout the year in paper bags. Yard waste can also
be set out in separate 32-gallon containers, properly labeled "Yard Waste" or
WARD Il COUNCIL MEMBERS "YW."
Arcie Rothrock ............... 913.568.2872 )
NS e h— 913.788.6425 We do ask th.at you please keep Ieavgs out of the streets and storm drains as they can
clog up the drains or cause future flooding.

WARD Il COUNCIL MEMBERS Stickers for additional bundles or compost bags are available at City Hall or the
Kristin Inman.................. 816.510.7698 Community Center for $1.50 each. For more information, please call Neighborhood
Debbie Kring .......cccccc..... 913.722.6901 Services at 913-676-8360 or email nfanska@missionks.org.

For other healthy yard and environmental tips please visit Johnson County Extension
WARD IV COUNCIL MEMBERS Office, KSU website,they offer great tips on lawn care and reducing yard waste
Ken DaviS......cccceereuneen. 913.669.7095 :

A generation.

Sollie Flora .........ccceeunee. 913.735.4882
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—— tomorrow together

2040 mission comprehensive plan

Would you like to have a say in what the future of our community looks like in 5 years, 10 years, 20 years or beyond? Pre-COVID-19
Mission engaged Confluence, a planning consulting firm, to work with a steering committee of nine citizens and business owners on a
year-long effort to update the City's comprehensive land use plan (comp plan). The process will include:

* Review of existing plans to determine relevance

* Analysis of population and emerging trends

* Analysis of housing development and emerging trends (new home construction, multi-family housing, accessory dwelling

units, and affordable housing)
* Analysis of commercial development and emerging trends

* Analysis of existing land use classifications ansd zoning

* Analysis of the transportation network for opportunities to support multimodal (things other than cars) forms of

transportation

* Analysis of broadband infrastructure to determine opportunities to support future residential and commercial development

Kansas statutes require cities to develop a comprehensive plan for development within their boundaries, and to make regular
updates to the plan. A comprehensive plan should include surveys and studies of past and present conditions and trends relating to
land use, population and building intensity, public facilities, transportation and transportation facilities, economic conditions, natural

resources, and any other element deemed necessary.

Mission has long maintained an active, professional land use planning and zoning program including comprehensive plans dating
back to 1968. The most recent comprehensive plan was adopted in 2007, with the last significant update of that plan occurring in

2011.

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 101

——= Focus Future Development & Public Investment

————— Encourage Strong Economic Base

Serve as Information Management Tool

Analyze Existing Conditions

Evolve as Community Changes

Establish Goals

-+ Guide and Recommend

» Encourage Community Engagement

» |dentify and Build upon Community Character

i mission

But our City, like many others, is
changing. And because of changing
demographics and emerging trends,
it is time to do a global review
and update of the comp plan. The
comp plan becomes much more
than a zoning map, it is a vision
plan, a communication tool and a
guidebook for a community’s shared
goals. The success of this effort
depends on strong community
engagement. We want to hear about
the things that are important to YOU!

“Tomorrow Together” is the theme
for our work on the comp plan, and
things kicked off with a virtual public
workshop on Oct. 1 Confluence
introduced a website created to
allow the public to explore our
community in new and interesting
ways. There is a map of the City
where you can place “informationa

|u

pins on a particular location stating



missionks.org

what you like (or don't like) about that place. You can also give
ideas for enhancing an area or ask a question about something
you have always been curious about. The site includes a
visual preference survey with ideas for particular types of
development and styles of architecture that you can vote on.
And, there will be a city budget where you can spend your tax
dollars on things that are important to you.

Beginning on October 1, the website will be accesible
through the City's webpage and will be active throughout
the month of October. The website will be reactivated again
over the course of the plan update for additional stakeholder
engagement activities, and there will also be future workshops
for more personal, one-on-one interaction.

Housing Tenure & Household Sizes (2018): Mission, KS

B Renter-Occupied
.~ Owner-Occupied

Source: U.5. Census Bureau, ACS 5-Year Estimates 2014-2018

Age by Sex (2018): Mission, KS & Johnson County

85 years and over

Females
B Males
""" Johnson County

80 to 84 years
75to 79 years
70 to 74 years
65 to 69 years
60 to 64 years
55 to 59 years 11.1%6

50 to 54 years

45 to 49 years

40 to 44 years 5.1%

35to 35 years 3%
30 to 34 years o0 I

25to 29years  13.7% — 15.2%

to24years  125% i 8%

15 to 19 years

10to 14 years
5to 9 years

Under 5 years

15%  10% 5% 0% 5% 10%  15%

We look forward to working
with you in the months
ahead to begin building a

better Mission for Tomorrow,
Together.

For more information on
how to participate in this
plan update please contact:
Kaityln Service

City Planner
kservice@missionks.org
913.676.8366

Household Sizes (2018): Mission, KS

37.4%
0% 20% 400 60% 80 0o
1-Person Household . 3-Person Household

. 2-Person Household 4-Person Household

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, ACS 5-Year Estimates 2014-2018
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MARKET COORDINATORS GET CREATIVE

The Mission Market officially wrapped up its 6th season last month. Thanks to COVID-19
it was challenging at best. Our vendors and patrons deserve a huge “shout out” for sticking
with us in these unique times, but we'd like to tell you about the market's best kept secret.

We're confident market regulars will agree, but we think our Market Coordinators are the
BEST! As we close out the 2020 year, we want to recognize Carrie Dickerson (2015-2020)
and Kate Deacon (2018-2020) who dedicate countless hours and oodles of creativity to
keep the market fun, fresh and relevant - even in a pandemic!

Both are Mission residents living in Countryside and they make it a family affair as their
children are growing up at the market, often walking or biking to and from the market
Thursday evenings for dinner or snacks.

Carrie’s oldest daughter

—_
recently filmed a short video to = *\ s’
3 -

promote the “Bring Your Own T
Baby Pool event” and briefly Q; ' 4
: worked alongside former . — i 7w
Market coordinators Kate Deaco vendor Kathy Fullerton of The
and.Cage Dickerson. & Beachery. Kate’s son'’s guitar

skills came in handy one week as he filled in for a musician who had to
cancel.

In addition to helping to maintain a family friendly atmosphere, they
have visited vendor farms on weekends and attended market open house
events. Their smiling, familiar faces greet market patrons and show the
vendors they know Mission really cares about them.

Thanks you two, we appreciate you!

il %
=

.. <
)m Architecture G

Mission's New Look Reveadled

As part of our 2020 planning, the City embarked on
a rebranding and communication update. After

T
much research and community conversation, --J:
the new look is here! i mls%o,/%r;

We'll be pairing this new brand with elevated methods of
communications and outreach so you're sure to be informed
and up to date.

Stay tuned for more ways to engage in the coming weeks!

VOL. 15, ISSUE 3 = SEPTEMBERS 2020



ENJOY A SALSA GRILL DIP (ESPINACA) OR
CHILE CON QUESO ON US WITH A LUNCH
OR DINNER ENTREE PURCHASE!

6508 Martway Mission, KS 66202 - 913.362.4921 - Located 1/2 block West of Martway & Lamar
www.salsagrillkc.com

smaw, SHOGUN MARTIAL ARTS INTERNATIONAL
; X 6300 W. 51 ST. | MISSION, KS 66202

SAFETY FIRST!

913-638-3490

"6 weeks
forggB?

“angor

David M Chavez Ins Agcy Inc Your home and car are

David M Chavez, Agent more than just things.
4920 Johnson Drive ,
Roeland Park, KS 66205 They're where you make

Bus: 913-432-9000 your memories — and they

deserve the right protection. =g
[ getit. It's why I'm here. = >
LET'S TALK TODAY. o -

LN

" INTENSE FUN

FOR EVERYONE!
TEACH THEM EARLY - TRAIN THEM RIGHT!
@%} Sta te F ar m « FUN & SAFE « SELF DEFENSE

+« BURN'CALORIES * SELF CONTROL

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company « BAG DRILLS
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

1706811 Bloomington, IL shogunmai.com
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From o Food Truck to Our New Dine In & Carry-Out Restaurant!

Delicious Mexican Delights....All Made from scratch!

Family events | Weddings | Fundraisers | Corporate Catering | Birthdays
Call 913-832-7513 for information on booRing and pricing

g

« Street Tacos « Super Nachos
e Quesadillas e Carne Asada Fries

Hours | Mon: Closed | Tues-Thurs: 11am-8pm | Fri-Sat: 11am-8:36pm | Sunday: 11am-4pm
6011 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS 66202 | 913-549-3830 (Call for carryout) | Estrellaazulke.com




g CELEBRATE THEIR

AWIRTUAL EVENT & AUCTION

= ""’;g‘

5

about the event

Join The Mission Project for a unique virtual event in celebration of our program
participants and their resilience throughout this pandemic.

This free, virtual event will feature videos from our participants, a robust auction collection,

THE
raffle prizes, a “virtual toast,” and more! The auction opens at 8:00am on September 25th ;ﬁ
and will run through October 11th.

.. - . .. PROJECT INC.
Visit one.bidpal.net/celebrateresilience to join. o .
themissionproject.org

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

The Mission Project is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that enables adults with intellectual and [Ed facebook.com/themissionproject

developmental disabilities to live independently in community with individualized support.

celebrating
62 years

49 YEARS INMISSION; KANSAS
5800 Broadmoor, Mission, KS(913)/236-7088

./ Masksare
Encouraged! '

Quality Framlng Servicesisa famlly owned and operated buslness We stand behlnd
every job; Pedro and his wife Carolina are the only one’s handling/hand making each
piece. They have a unique set of skills that ensure each framed piece is at top quality.

Savings This Fall...
10% OFF i 15% OFF : Poster Special

Photo Frames :  Costume Frames : forOnly $65+...dont
3 + miss this value pack!

OUR DINING
ROOM IS OPEN!
WITH THE PURCHASE From diplomas to family pictures we ensure that the pieces you value
CARRYOUT IS ~ OF 2 MEALS & 2 DRINKS will be preserved with our techniques and materials.
AVAILABLE! s eal. Sentor discount dossnatappl. QUALITY FRAMING AND ARTS | 5830 JOHNSON DRIVE | MISSION, KS 66202

Offer good with Mission Magazine coupon only. No 913-217-7069 | Uua"tyframingandart.com
photo-copies will be accepted. Expires 11/20/20.

Not valid with any other offer. No cash value. Expiration Date 11/20/2020
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Pissien Gulletin Bedd

Mission’s 2020 Holiday Adoption
program will look very different
because of COVID-19, but there will
be plenty of Opportunities for you to

. participate.

. Please visit the City's website ﬁ% ":”
o at Www.missionks.org for f--'-./

%+ information on how you can
« ., beapartof this
| amazing program
that brightens
. the holidays
. for many in our

-

¢ community!
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Pissien Bulletin Bedd

Y&  HELPING WITH HARVESTERS
The City of Mission is Pleased to partner once again

with Harvesters for our final mobile food distribution 7
event of 2020.

DATE & TIME:
SATURDAY, OCT 31,2020 | 739 Ay

LOCATION: e
SM NORTH HIGH SCHOOL CASTPARKING Lo~ #P P
¥ PLEASE DRESS I YOUR FAVORITE P
HALLOWEEN COSTUME OR MASk! Y} o
For more information or to volunteer: h

Suzie Gibbs | suziegibbsl@gmail.com | 913-671-8564
For other mobile events throughout the metro,
please visit harvesters.org

i Mission |-

POLICE

| DID YOU REMEMBER YouR
Mission Police Chief | #qPMﬂﬂunNE‘? ‘
ben ey T S AT
in late August. “ : | * Lockexterior doors and windows
e 6 I

 all the hest in his o Turn on an outside light

_ i Remove keys, wallets, garage door
: retll‘eme“t;‘ytnu may openers and other valuables
0.
* send a car

vehicle

.‘-l‘

from your

Keep a watchfyl €ye out at other times of

‘ the day and cal| o1 immediately if YOu notice - 4 .r’ ._
Ben Ha(“ev’ % Dan Mﬂddem | suspicious activity in your neighborhood. s
5090 Woodson,

@ tision, KS 66202
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HighVibeBride.com

Simplz,] Pr-esemjed TECH REPAIR

Eco Gown Cleaning & Preservation

i-Healer.com

Simply-Preserved.com 913-246-5971

All Services By Appointment Only
5939-5941 Woodson Road, Mission



D AND DRINK SPECIALS
II]\II‘\I%YSER'?ING BOTH INSIDE A!‘ID OuT

=l

4 LOCATIONS

THE BAR IN MISSION
6101 Johnson Dr.,
Mission, KS 66202

913-387-4033

THE BAR AT WEST PLAZA

eemmueon S e S A CALL OR ORDER ONLINE
THROUGH OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL YOUR

7174 Renner Rd.

S CARRYOUT AND CURBSIDE NEEDS

THE BAR OLATHE
14871 151st Street www.thebarskc.com

Olathe, KS 66062 Like us on Facebook @
913-839-3800

MISSION PAWN

Firearms and Fine Jewelry
Demand is High..check out our stock

Buy 8" Cold Sub w/lJumho,E
Get8"ColdSub

FREE

For dine-in or carry-out only.
Offer may not be combined. Valid at
Mission location only. Expires 11/20/2020.

Goobcents

Your App Order
ONLINE CODE: JOHNSON15

Must use Goodcents app to redeem. Offer
may not be combined. Valid at Mission
location only. Expires 11/20/2020.

Goobcents

5250 JOHNSON DR.
WE CA"'ERI MISSION. KS
LLDMEEE 913.722.6454 [V
@ OFFICIAL PARTNER OF
SPORTING KANSAS CITY

ORDER ONLINE AT 5960 Lamar Ave., Mission, KS 66202 | 913-831-1484
ORDER.GOODCENTSSUBS.COM missionpawn.com

<
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SERVING CUSTOMERS
AND MAKING FRIENDS

The Corner Lalo's Kitchen serves made-from-scratch,

authentic Mexican food

Photos & story by Denise Elam

“THE CORNERLALOS

i~_; THeE 1;-_';-_‘1%
Bareely




Lalo in front of his
restaurant located at 5038
Lamar Ave in Mission.

Alvarez has already been in the kitchen
for two hours, prepping food.

One might expect that from a chef who owns
his own restaurant, The Corner Lalo’s Kitchen.
But at six in the morning, Lalo hasn’t even
stepped foot in his restaurant. Instead, he
makes the drive to a nearby hospital to work a
second job as a cook.

“Right now my wife’s home in the morning,
so when | work at my other job, she helps me
at the restaurant,” he said. “Basically, | don't
have a day off. When I'm off at the hospital on
Saturday and Monday, | work a double shift
here at my restaurant.”

At the hospital, Lalo prepares meals from 4
a.m. until around 1:30 in the afternoon before
heading home to shower. He stops to pick up
fresh ingredients at a local market, arriving at
The Corner Lalo’s Kitchen at around 2:30 p.m.
The days and nights are long and often run
together, but to Lalo, it's so worth it.

"Sometimes I'm here (at Lalo’s) until one in
the morning because we prep tamales,” he
said. “We have to make sure they are cooking
right away. You have to be patient. | stay
here to cut meat and vegetables because we
don’t have (a lot of) help. It's me, my wife and
another cook who started a month ago.”

Lalo said getting home at 2 a.m. from one
job and waking up at 4 a.m. to start the other
can be exhausting.

“| say, ‘Oh my God, I'm tired. But | cooked
good food today,’” he said.

The Corner Lalo's Kitchen specializes in
authentic Mexican cuisine, with freshly-
prepared street tacos, tortas, burritos, sopes
and more. The restaurant is Lalo’s dream
come true, opening in December of 2019.

"We make everything here, no matter if it
takes a lot of time,” he explained, noting that
salsas and sauces are also made in-house.
“It's worth it because you can see the happy
reaction from people who eat them.”

Lalo prides himself on his family-run
business: his daughter and wife pitch in
frequently to help with day-to-day operations.

“I have worked all my life doing these types
of jobs,” he said. “I love cooking. | love what |
do. It's amazing. | opened my own restaurant
because | want to see the faces of customers
light up when they like what | do and how |
cook.”

He was greatly inspired to pursue fresh food
and ingredients after working in an Italian
restaurant several years ago.

“Everything was fresh — the Alfredo sauce,
garlic and vegetables. This was important
for me to learn how to start cooking,” he
said. “l worked in a Mexican restaurant once
and they cooked everything in a big batch. It
didn’t have much flavor and didn’t have the
kind of heart you can put into the food (from
scratch).”

According to Lalo, this attitude of “doing
things the hard way” creates success.

“Every time you cook, no matter what
you're cooking, you're making magic because
you have the seasonings in your hands,” he
affirmed. “When you have that kind of power
in your hands, whatever you're cooking tastes
good because you make it taste good. And

Q s the morning sun rises over Mission, Lalo

that's how | learned it.”

Lalo ventured into the restaurant industry
after leaving Mexico in 1996. Not wanting
to be stuck in a career as a carpenter, he
decided to give cooking a try.

But opening the restaurant was not easy,
he said. The financial burden of maintaining
a business, especially during a worldwide
pandemic, took a toll. In the beginning, he
and his wife used supplies like mixing bowls
and frying pans straight from their own
kitchen.

“We didn’t have the money to buy
equipment (in the beginning),” he said.
“When you're hungry for success, you have to
use whatever equipment is available.”

In fact, when he first opened, people told
him he wasn’t cut out for the job.

“A lot of people told me, ‘Lalo, you're not
going to make it over there.’ | said, 'How do
you know? Did you already have a restaurant
over there?” he laughed. "l listen to the
people who are positive. I'm very happy
because my family supports me a lot.”

With help from his family and many
community members, Lalo completely
transformed the interior of his restaurant,
waxed the floors and added a window into
the kitchen, allowing customers to watch as
food is being prepared.

When the pandemic hit just three months
after the restaurant opened, Lalo wanted
to cry — not because of the hardships, but
because of the response he received from the
community. Many stopped by to show their
support.

“They said, ‘Lalo, | want you to stay open
and | want to support you guys,’” he said.

“I love Mission. Everybody is so friendly. It's
indescribable how nice this place is.”

Despite the support, business was still slow
in the beginning. Two weeks passed with Lalo
selling just one order per day. To make ends
meet, he partnered with a delivery service but
could not push food out fast enough while
maintaining its made-from-scratch quality.

The delivery service promised food within
10 minutes but with multiple orders and a
parking lot full of eager delivery drivers, Lalo
couldn’t keep up. Not to mention the delivery
service took a huge portion of his profit.
Cinco de Mayo was “a nightmare.”

“We had almost 60 drivers waiting for food
outside,” he said, explaining that he had
received 75 orders at once. “Everybody was
mad, asking why it took so long. But this is
fresh food. Not fast food.”

Lalo ended up shutting off the phone orders
that day, working
non-stop to try
to keep up
with the
demand.
Butin
the end,
alot of
food
was
wasted.

“We
were
crazy
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fresh Pozole,

a tradltlonal‘

busy,” he said. “We threw away a lot of
food ... | was so disappointed ... | lost a
lot of money.”

Frustrated, he nixed the delivery service
and set up a curbside pickup system.
Customers could call in an order and pay
using Venmo, a mobile payment app.

He also invested in a new point of sale
system, giving customers a more accurate
estimated wait time.

Lalo recently added an outdoor dining

Live Trivia with Geeks Who Drink
Geeks will return Late Fall.

-

Saturday & Sunday:
11 AM -2 AM

-- ay headquarter

: lefs'!!!!!!!.!

patio to give customers a chance to enjoy
food while following social distancing
orders.

"Thanks to our customers, we're still
open,” he said. “It's hard but we're not
stopping ... this pandemic is not going to
stop me.”

Lalo looks forward to doing what he
loves for a long time and even has a few
plans up his sleeve for the restaurant’s
one year anniversary this December.

“I know a good Mariachi band,” he
hinted.

At the end of the day, money doesn’t
matter to Lalo. As long as he can make
someone happy with his cooking, that's
all he needs.

“It's more important than a million
dollars to me because I'm making
customers and I'm making friends,” he
said. “You should make
people feel that this is
your house. Not just a
restaurant where you
pay for a meal and go
home ... money comes
and goes. Nice people
are hard to find. And .
that's what I've got. /
My customers are my {
friends. They're my
people.”

T | COOKED
JDFOOD

TODAY

-Lalo Alvarez

“

Three steak tacos topped
with onions and cilantro with
a side of lime and salsa. %

- . [i
" WELCOME BAC JK_!
D) We missed y YouL s
¢ Check out our new website; and follow;
us on Instagram @sullyspubkg;

« Try our made-from-scratch, pizzas,
or house, smoked wings;

¢ 17 HD, Flatscreen, TVs .
« Darts | Shuffleboard & Foesball || Ske
¢ Heated/Covered Patio with, TVs;
% New, Hardwood Floors;

s Happy, Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY: 3-6p

eballl

P
We
ALWAYS
support
local ,
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............................................ WWW.GO PetGo Kc.co m
6@ -Petxe @ KANSAS CITY LIBERTY PARKVILLE MISSION (S =Sl § =S p S Sl B
1 I h 115 NE 91st St. 878 S. 291 Highway 6270 Jefferson Ave. 6200 Johnson Dr. -

Grocery 3=8 Groomery (816) 436-4000 (816) 415-2244 (816) 584-0202 (913) 283-8363 P M
NATURAL PET FOOD SELF SERVICE BATHS GROOMING {i’}

’
[N |

: 93 OFF

Walk in Nail | y 11 Scheduled Grooming
Trim Service 11 Service of $25 or More

\
Y4

11 :
One coupon per customer. Expires 11/20/20. 1 One coupon per customer. Expires 11/20/20. One coupon per customer. Expires 11/20/20.

g@ wr’enelsmn .iSSion l l £ Doy £ n(:..?r-'ertelsson .iSSiOI"\ l l ) Dy £ A(:..?Pertersson .iSSiOﬂ l
\ 7 N YA 4
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Your favorites delivered
straight to your home or car.

Order McDelivery or pickup
on the McDonald’s app to“

Now Hiring at
6767 Johnson Drive.

Text KS19 to
380-00 to apply.

www.tsg-mcd.com

Good only at these locations:

1. 3395 Main St 3. 705 SE Melody Ln
Kansas City, MO 64111 Lee's Summit, MO 64063
(816) 561-7176 (816) 524-5515
(816) 561-7177 fax (816) 524-7504 fax

2. 5910 Johnson Dr 4. 3801 S M 291 Hwy
Mission, KS 66202 Lee's Summit, MO 64082
(913) 362-7700 (913) 537-9851

A FABULOUS FIND

XKC’s Best Antique Mall BUY TWO SPECIALTIES AND
Antiques, Home Décor, Jewelry, Collectibles GET 4 FREE DONUTS

Godtpart ipating locations only.

and much more i Must hav at time of purchas Ep es 11120120,
] Adon tsanythmgwnh a whole. Specialties not included. |
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 10am — 6pm | Sunday: Noon-Gpm | | oo mmmmmmemsmmsssssn e

Simply a bettor st

©2017 Lamar’s Donuts Inc.
5330 Martway | Mission, KS | 913-722-7788 | www.afabfind.com

32 © MISSION Yous tometown




to www.faithalivekansas.c m #

% for more information on zoom)- *

TurnStyles (1 Thrift

A Ministry of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas

JUMP INTO FALL AT TURNSTYLES

100% of our store proceeds serve neighbors in need.
Shop at one of our three locations!

For store and donation Q 5304 Martway, Mission, KS
hours, please visit: Q@ 11310 W. 135" St,, Overiand Park, KS
catholiccharitiesks.org/turnstyles @ 9740 W. 87% St., Overland Park, KS

Shop our booth at the Glenwood Antique Mall at 9030 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS
Or, shop online at: ebay.com/usr/shopturnstyles

catholiccharitiesks.org/turnstyles © [# @TurnStylesThrift

IT'S JUST A SHORT DRIVE

DOWN THE ROAD.

OUR MISSION:
REACHING PEOPLE | BUILDING LIVES

Service Time:

10 am Sunday mornings
Our Current Location:
Sylvester Powell Jr Community
Center 6200 Martway St., Mission,
KS 66202 913-383-8004

FAITHALIVE

FELLOWSHIP

£ www.facebook.com/faithalivekansas
www.faithalivekansas.com

IoZ off 7?2
S
o Some restrictions. Does

Wine & Spirits [pmwibeses

SEPTEMBER 2020 ® 33



SUPPORTING
LIFELONG

Down Syndrome Guild of Greater
Kansas City expands in Mission

by Denise Elam

n the basement of a church in Kansas City in 1974, a group

of parents came together in support of one another. The

parents had one thing in common: they loved someone
with Down Syndrome.

The group eventually became known as the Down
Syndrome Guild of Greater Kansas City (DSG), a non-profit
whose mission is to provide support and resources for
individuals with Down Syndrome and their families.

“Our roots are pretty humble — they were just parents
trying to do what was right for their kids,” said Jason
Drummond, Ed.D, CEO of the DSG. “Relatively speaking,
there was no support in the metro area so they said, ‘Hey,
what if we get together and just support each other?’”

Thirty-six years later, the DSG is located in Mission and
“expanding like crazy,” according to Jason.

“Mission has been an incredible community for us,” he
said. “We have a lot of families and individuals with Down
Syndrome who are adults living in and around the Mission
area. The City administrators, City Council, police and the
fire departments have just embraced our community and
we're really fortunate to have those relationships with the
City of Mission.”

DSG provides communities with information and
education to broaden awareness and foster positive
attitudes regarding people with Down Syndrome, a genetic
disorder causing physical growth delays, mild to moderate
intellectual disabilities and characteristic facial features.

The guild has relationships with 22 hospital systems
throughout the KC metro area. Once a hospital learns a
baby with Down Syndrome will be born, they ask permission
to contact the DSG to provide support.

“We have a program where we go to the hospital and
deliver a baby basket to these families with a bunch of
resources,” Jason said. “We walk them through what the
next little bit of time will look like. It's been a really beautiful
thing because as you might imagine, there's a lot of
emotions involved when parents find out.”

Jason said a gifted team at DSG will then guide the
families through their first several weeks and months of
raising a child with Down Syndrome.

“It's really rewarding to watch,” he said.
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Thousar;ds of people attended the
2019 KC Step Up Walk at Arrowhead
Stadium. Photo courtesy of DSG. \




Much of the guild’s work historically has been focused
on education and support. A few years ago, the DSG
evaluated ways in which they could dive deeper to meet
more families’ needs.

“We found this little niche of helping build skills for
individuals with Down Syndrome to be able to live
on their own and work independently and be fully
contributing members into their communities,” he said.

This desire to provide lifelong support to people with
Down Syndrome led the guild to invest in a building right
next door to their current office on Dearborn Street.

“"What we imagine is a lifelong learning campus where
that can be kind of the hub of support and programs
and activities — service lines for people and families with
Down Syndrome,” he said.

The organization purchased the building in July of
2019 and anticipate moving in later this year, around
December. Jason said the campus is an extension to their
current facility.

“We just launched an adult day program Aug. 3 in our
current space,” he said. “Next door to us will be the
Lifelong Learning Campus.”

The vision behind the Lifelong Learning Campus is
simple: individuals participate in the adult program at
the original facility, gaining valuable life skills before
walking next door to put those skills to work at the new
campus. The new facility allows the DSG to support those
with Down Syndrome from birth to late adulthood, with
services tailored to each stage of life.

“We invite the community to be a part of helping
people with Down Syndrome to fully integrate,” he said.

The multi-functional Lifelong Learning Campus is
expected to take up 11,000 square feet and be equipped
to foster community, develop and deploy innovative
service and embrace the full potential of people with
Down Syndrome, according to the DSG's website. That
includes increased access, capacity and continuity of
services, improving the likelihood of positive outcomes
for families served by DSG.

The campus offers a space for people of all ages with
Down Syndrome to receive therapeutic services, gain
employment and independent living skills, be creative,
use technology, make friends and work together. Jason
hopes the coffee shop built inside the new facility will
provide those with Down Syndrome a chance to interact
with the community.

The guild also provides support to several Down
Syndrome community groups throughout the state of
Missouri. Jason said the
DSG is in the process of

reimag.ining its servjces due “MISSION HAS
d- I .
. One of the shings Covid BEEN AN

has done is accelerated
our virtual strategies, so

Fiit now i Sneech and COMMUNITY

”
language development and FOR US
we r.e d0|ng th?t in a virtual -Jason Drummond, CEO of the Down
setting,” he said. “We can Syndrome Guild of Greater Kansas City

serve anybody, anywhere
with those programs.”

Despite the difficulties, Jason said he's proud of his
adaptive team. He feels fortunate that DSG is in a spot
to be weathering the storm, though they have had some
financial setbacks.

“On the fundraising standpoint, we've had to cancel
two of our main fundraising events that are basically our
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Attendees enjoy pony rides at DSG's annual
fundraising festival, the KC Step Up Walk,
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lifeblood,” he said, noting that 95% of the organization's
revenue comes in through philanthropy. “At times where
people are really struggling, we're fortunate to be in a
spot where we can withstand it for a little while. ”

The DSG's major event, the 25th annual KC Step Up
Walk at Arrowhead Stadium, is set to continue as planned
Oct. 24 at 10 a.m. Thes organization is optimistic that
people will be able to gather in person for the walk,
though that decision is still up in the air due to the
pandemic. Virtual participation will be available to those
who may not feel comfortable meeting in person.

“The KC Walk is a day of celebration of those with
Down Syndrome and their families,” said Amy Stoll,

Vice President of Philanthropy at DSG. “It's very much
family-centered with lunch and a carnival/festival type
atmosphere.”

This year, in an effort to promote health and fitness, the
DSG is also hosting a #StepUpChallenge.

“The virtual #StepUpChallenge is your family’s
opportunity to step up for Down Syndrome — through
Whgtever activity you enjoy most, from any location,” she
said.

A hike in the mountains, a walk through the
neighborhood — both are viable options for the
challenge, which costs $10 to enter or $25 for entry and a
T-Shirt. Registration for the Step Up Walk at Arrowhead

A rendering of the 11,000-square-
foot Lifelong Learning Campus
courtesy of DSG.
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Stadium is $25 per person ages 13 and up; $15 for guests
ages 3-12; and guests 2 years of age and younger are
free. The registration price includes a Step Up Walk
t-shirt, lunch and entertainment.

“It's a marvelous day, a big celebration of people with
Down Syndrome,” Jason said. “On any given year, there's
between 8,000 and 10,000 people that come to that,
celebrating families with children or relatives with Down
Syndrome.”

To sign up for the walk or #StepUpChallenge, visit www.
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GEAUX CATERING

events & weddings
“FROM APPETIZERS TO ENTREES, ENJOY THE BEST ON YOUR BIG DAY.”

A Yol e

CHEF MMAAL

CALL 816.878.9788 OR VISIT 5832 JOHNSON DRIVE, MISSION KS

GEAUXCATERING.COM

FOR CUSINE TO SAVOR AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE
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MISSION
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Join us for worship every Sunday.
We gather in the parking lot behind the
Mission Theatre for a meaningful experience of
family-friendly worship, conversation, and new friendships.

L i

COME FULLY ALIVE

CHRIST CHURCH MISSION | WWW.CHRISTCHURCHKC.ORG/MISSION
(check our website for all covid related updates)




RideKC& MICRO TRANSIT

Johnson County’s Micro Transit service area
has expanded to include MORE healthcare,
shopping and job opportunities! Operating
Monday through Saturday, 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Request at trip with the TransLoc app or call
816.512.5510!

c Scan the QR code or visit

RideKC.org to learn more about
RideKC Micro Transit service.

< Vehicles are
<> cleaned daily!
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Mé|&rgg dance +events

Private Dance Lessons
Wedding Dance Lessons

Group Dance Classes

Social Dance Parties
thursday & friday nights

Barre Fitness Class
saturday 10 am

Event Space Rental
saturdays and sundays

melangekc.com | 913-831-9848
5636 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS 66202

‘aAY jledlow
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@ New expanded
service area!
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PARKS + RECREATION

GET BACK ON TRACK

with a Powell
Center men

*12 month memberships
paid in full

. Use promo code You’ll also recel.vej great discounts on:
e Personal Training
CYBERMONDAY2020 . syim Lessons
on November 30 to « Youth Classes
receive 20% off your ° ChildWatch
membership’™— with  py;:

ALL fithess classes « Pickleball, Racquetball, Volleyball & Basketball Courts
. » Lazy River, Lap Lanes, Water Slides & Hot Tub

inclu t

cluded at no » Intro to Cardio & Weight Training

» Free Weights, Cardio & Selectorized Strength Equipment

register at www.missionks.org 913.722.8200

additional cost!



5917 Beverly, Mission, KS
- 913-403-9500
, Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm
asevy's
5710 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
Auto Repair 913-403-9503
p Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

Taking care of your car Friday - 7am -4pm
www.caseysautorepair.com

Oil
Change

(free lube)

* Brakes e Tune-ups

 Hub match brake rotors e Work with extended warranty
(eliminating brake pulsation) companies

* Repair or replace engines, ¢ Reprogram ignition keys & remote
transmissions & differentials fobs

e Perform all factory maintenance ¢ Repair or replace windshields

* Unlock your cars radio e Computer Diagnostics

e Electrical

ASE Certified * NAPA Car Care Center



