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A board-certified physician is always there!
Accepting ages 3 and up for treatment
We take most insurance plans
We can do minor stitches, x-rays, & lab work
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Yes, come on in for unexpected illnesses...
· minor breaks & sprains · rashes · sore throats · ear infections · coughs
· pneumonia shots · flu shots · tetanus shots · bladder infections & more!

Affordable Urgent Care
by Your Neighborhood Doctors!
Affordable Urgent Care
by Your Neighborhood Doctors!

5555 W. 58th. St., Mission, KS   |   (913) 432-2080   |   SunflowerMed.com

Internal Medicine
Family Practice
Urgent Care

When Life Throws 
You a Curve... 
We’re Here.
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So much to write about and so 
little space! Who is buried in 
that little cemetery at Johnson 

Drive and Lamar? What did I learn 
from my mother? Would I like to be 
the Mayor of Mission? How much 
history do you know about the City 
of Mission? Can I, as a fifth-grader, 
draw well enough to take the state’s 
first-place award in an Arbor Day 
poster contest? Or what goes on in 
that building at 5825 Dearborn St.?

Just in case you don’t think that’s 
enough for one issue, there’s more. 
Just think of the old adage “And 
a child shall lead them,” only in 
this case it was 23 third-graders 
in Ms. Atkinson’s class at Santa Fe 
Elementary School! These students 
decided to take a trip to Mohawk 
Park (67th and Lamar) and make a list 
of all the items and improvements 
they thought should be 
implemented. They also conducted 
a survey of surrounding neighbors to 
gather their thoughts about the park.

Items on their wish lists were wide 
ranging, including such things as 
a water fountain, a handicap ramp 
or easy access to the walking trail, 
rubber tire mulch, recycling bins, a 
water splash pad and a skateboard 
park. At least they were thinking big! 
Taking this to City Hall, the class put 
together a PowerPoint presentation 
for the City of Mission staff, complete 
with an emcee who — surprise, 
surprise — wore a tux!

I wish each and every one of you 

could have been at the presentation. 
You would have thought these third-
graders were high school students, 
very well educated and sincere in 
their proposals. Who knew these 
9- and 10-year-olds could create a 
PowerPoint presentation? When I 
was in third grade, we climbed on the 
jungle gym, jumped rope, learned to 
add or just plain had a good time. In 
my era my friends and I would never 
have thought to go to City Hall to ask 
for something!

As the children came to Mohawk 
Park to view the new recycle bin — 
with their school plaque attached to 
it — the first question they all asked 
was, “Are we going to be famous 
now?” To which I quickly replied, 
“You are all famous in my eyes. 
Look what you have accomplished. 
Because of you, there are recycling 
bins in this park.” How unique! For 
our meeting, the students walked 
from school to the park. As they 
started to leave, they all chimed in 
and said, “We sure wish there was a 
water fountain here. We are thirsty.”   

So, if any of our faithful readers 
would like to donate funds for 
a water fountain — cost for one 
fountain is $8,625 plus installation 
costs — please give me a call 
(913-671-8564). It is not impossible 
to grant that wish as well.   

As always, this is an exciting issue. 
Enjoy!

And a child 
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There’s never a good time to be sick or injured. That’s why 

when it comes to the health of your family, it’s important 

to have quick access to health care you can trust.

Not only does Centra Care Shawnee Mission Urgent 

Care provide immediate, high-quality care seven days  

a week, but we also offer over 30 years of experience 

from Shawnee Mission Health, backed by our Board-

certified doctors and staff. Our commitment to getting 

you well continues to be at the heart of everything we do.

Make an online reservation today, or learn more at 

CentraCareKC.com.

Here For 
Your Family’s 
Health,
On and Off  
the Field.

Make an online reservation 
today at CentraCareKC.com.

Shawnee
(Shawnee Mission Pkwy & Nieman)

Lenexa
(91st & Quivira)

Olathe
(119th & Blackbob)

Overland Park
(135th & Grandview)

• On-site X-rays and prescriptions
• Most insurance plans accepted

Convenient Locations

Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-8 p.m.   
Sat. & Sun., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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Sitting behind the stately mayoral desk and examining 
some historical documents, Ron Appletoft looks 
every bit the picture of a city mayor. He has been 

settling into this new position since he was sworn in at the 
beginning of the year, getting to know all the city’s inner 
machinations. Attending meetings, reading a large quantity 
of city documents and getting to know new people, Mayor 
Appletoft has integrated himself into the heart of Mission.

“You are continually discovering new aspects of 
Mission,” Mayor Appletoft reveals. “As Mayor, you are an 
ambassador for the city, so you have to be versed in all 
issues and be able to confidently discuss those issues.”

The path to becoming the chief executive of this city was 
anything but a straight line for Mayor Appletoft. When he 
reflects on it, he remembers the challenges for a boy who 
was only 5 years old when he moved to the United States 
from Germany and didn’t speak a word of English. 

“It was an interesting situation to be in,” Mayor Appletoft 
remembers. “My teachers worked really hard, so did I, and 
we were able to adapt.”

Mayor Appletoft’s mother was a German citizen and his 
father was an American GI. “She was a teenager growing 
up in Germany during World War II,” Mayor Appletoft said. 
“This gave her a unique perspective. She saw her country 
suffer and I think she was grateful for new opportunities.”

With his father in the military, the family moved every two 
years, traveling back and forth from Germany to the U.S. 
He was immersed in both cultures and both his German and 
American experiences influenced the man he became. The 
family finally settled in South Dakota in 1969, where Ron 
went to high school and played baseball.

“I was an average student,” Ron said. “Then I found out 
that if you are on the honor roll you could get out of school 
for an hour during study hall. This gave me the right kind of 
motivation to get better grades.”

Ron said that at the time he still didn’t know what 
direction he ultimately wanted his life to take. It didn’t help 
that he missed his college orientation to play in the state 
baseball tournament.

“It was a very important game at the time,” he laughed.

MISSION’S 
MAYOR AND A 
MAYOR’S 
MISSION
Ron Appletoft brings his life experience 

to job as new Mission Mayor
By Kris Baker
Photos by Cathy Donovan

Mayor Ron Appletoft at 
his desk in City Hall.
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SOME SOUND ADVICE
It was at a family reunion and a chance encounter with a distant 

relative where Mayor Appletoft received some life-changing 
advice.

“This man drove up in a new Cadillac, and I immediately 
wondered ‘What does he do?’ because that seemed like the 
way to go,” Mayor Appletoft recounted. “When I finally got a 
chance to talk to him he gave me some great advice. Get an 
accounting degree; every business needs accountants and 
you will always find work. He was right.”

Mayor Appletoft became one of the first members of his 
family to go to college; attending the University of South 
Dakota and graduating in 1977. While at college, Ron met 
Debbie, a “great Kansas City girl and a Jayhawk.” Following her 
to Kansas, they married in 1978, bought a home in Countryside 
and have lived in Mission ever since.

“One of the questions I am frequently asked is ‘How did you 
get involved in city government?’ After moving to the City of 
Countryside in 1980, (a community of 133 homes) I was asked 
to become the treasurer of their city; serving for 15 years.  After 
four years of attending city council meetings I filed and won a 
seat on their city council as well.  Moving to the City of Mission 
in 1995 I was then asked to serve on the Mission’s Planning 
Commission and later appointed to the Ward 4 City Council 
position.  

“Also in 1980, I began my career at Water District #1 of 
Johnson County. Kansas, one of the highest rated water utilities 
in the country.  I was employed there for 37 years with the final 
12 years as the chief financial officer. At WaterOne I served for 
a seven member elected board whereas at the City of Mission 
I was a member of the governing body, which really helped me 
understand how a municipality functions.”  

“Mayors don’t do it by themselves,” Ron continued. “I couldn’t 
have done this if not for my wife. She is my rock, supporting 
me and taking care of 
everything at home so 
well, allowing me to do 
this.”

The Appletofts have 
two sons, Patrick and 
Quinn. Quinn attends 
Southwest Baptist 
University; Patrick has 
special needs and lives 
with the Appletofts. 

Over the years, family 
has guided much of 
what Mayor Appletoft 
has wanted to do. 

Whether it’s small 
rural towns, like the 
ones where he was 
raised, or a small 
urban town such 
as Mission, Mayor 
Appletoft believes city 
government has a direct 
impact on residents. 

“Every time I leave 
the house, go to the 
coffee shop or grocery 
store or bank, people 
know who I am, and 
they want to know 

what’s going on with something in the city,” Mayor Appletoft 
offered. “I like that level of accountability. If you are doing things 
for the right reasons you should want to be accountable. If there 
is a pothole on Johnson Drive, it doesn’t matter your politics, it 
only matters that you fix the pothole. It’s not about politics; it’s 
about neighbors.”

Mayor Appletoft has a positive outlook on several new projects 
coming to the area. He knows these new developments are the 
result of years of work and dedication from many people and 
wants to make sure to credit his predecessors. 

“Mission has a very bright and exciting future,” Mayor 
Appletoft explained. “We are trending upward due to all the 
hard work by the previous mayors of Mission.”

Government Day with 
‘Mayor Ron’ at Rushton 
Elementary School. 

“The mayor should 
be a consensus builder,

someone who can see both 
sides, bring people 

together and find some 
common ground.”
- Ron Appletoft, Mayor of Mission
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MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
AT AN AFFORDABLE 

PRICE!!!
SERVICES AND 
PRODUCTS WE OFFER:
• Scooters                                                        
• CPAP/BIPAP
• Walkers and Canes                                        
• Home Oxygen Therapy

• Hospital Beds                                                 
• Power Wheelchairs
• Medela Double Electric 

Breast Pumps             
• Manual Wheelchairs
• Nebulizers                                                      

• Blood Pressure Monitoring
• Bath and Shower Products                             
• Incontinence Supplies
• Wound care dressings
• Sell and rent equipment

5340 JOHNSON DRIVE, MISSION, KANSAS 66205
913-677-9606  |  INFO@EXPRESSCAREMEDICALSUPPLIES.COM

EXPRESSCAREMEDICALSUPPLIES.COM
HOURS OF OPERATION

 MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM TO 6.30PM  |   SATURDAY 10 AM TO 3PM

 5400 Martway, Mission, KS  66205
 

913-544-2311  |  peanutmidwest.com
Wednesday night is Trivia Night !

 
Hours: M-F:11am-2am  | Sat-Sun: 10am-2am

BRUNCH IS SERVED 
Saturday & Sunday 

10am -2 pm 
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4350 Shawnee Mission Parkway · Fairway, KS 66205 · 913-588-0555 · kualzheimer.org

Find out if you carry the APOE4 gene.
During screening, study participants will have the chance 
to discover whether they carry an APOE4 variant of the 
APOE gene, a gene that has been associated with a 
higher frequency of Alzheimer’s disease.

Be a part of groundbreaking research.
SEAD2 (S-Equol in Alzheimer’s Disease 2) is a study
designed to test whether S-Equol, a soy-based
compound, can improve an energy metabolism deficit 
found in persons with Alzheimer’s disease.

Work with the best.
The University of Kansas Alzheimer’s Disease Center
is one of 31 National Institute of Aging (NIA) nationally 
designated and funded Alzheimer’s Disease Centers. 

Study participants will have the opportunity to be a part
of a study led by Dr. Russell Swerdlow, Center Director 
and Principal Study Investigator. Dr. Swerdlow is
internationally known for his work on mitochondrial
dysfunction in neurodegenerative diseases. 

Ready to be considered? 
Email KUAMP@kumc.edu, or call 913-588-0555 to be
considered for the SEAD2 study. Please reference 
SEAD2. Applicants may qualify if they:

• Have a diagnosis of probable Alzheimer’s disease (AD)
• Have a study partner
• Do not possess an APOE4 variant of the APOE gene
 (determined as a part of the screening)
• Are between the ages of 50 and 90
• Do not currently live in a residential care facility

Email KUAMP@kumc.edu, or 
call 913-588-0555 to apply. 

N E W  R E S E A R C H  O P P O R T U N I T Y  –  A P P L Y  T O D A Y !

Your Alzheimer’s diagnosis has power.



PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM
5408 W. 58TH TERRACE, MISSION, KS 66205  

(913)432-3252
For more information, info@foreveryoungcc.com

Forever Young 
Learning Center

• Infant Care: 6 weeks to 24 months
• Toddler Care: 2 years to 3 years
• Preschool Care: 3 years to 5 years
• School Age After School Care: 5 -12 

years
• Summer Program
• Offering 24 Hour Care

Licensed Care • Experienced Caregivers • Meals Included • Home like setting 

Small Group Size • Educational Toys & Activities • Minimal TV Viewing 

Drop-ins Welcome • Before/After Hours & Weekend Care • 1st, 2nd, 3rd Shifts

Nights & Weekends • 7 Days a Week • Developmental Skills to Prepare for School

1 Free Week 
of Tuition!

*Free week may only be used on 
or after the 5th week of enrollment. 

Offer valid through 6/30/18.

$25 OFF Your 
Child’s First 
Enrollment Fee*

*With this coupon only. Offer valid through 6/30/18.

Serving Children 6 Weeks to 12 Years Old

Call today to enroll!



PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM
5408 W. 58TH TERRACE, MISSION, KS 66205  

(913)432-3252
For more information, info@foreveryoungcc.com

Forever Young 
Learning Center

• Infant Care: 6 weeks to 24 months
• Toddler Care: 2 years to 3 years
• Preschool Care: 3 years to 5 years
• School Age After School Care: 5 -12 

years
• Summer Program
• Offering 24 Hour Care

Licensed Care • Experienced Caregivers • Meals Included • Home like setting 

Small Group Size • Educational Toys & Activities • Minimal TV Viewing 

Drop-ins Welcome • Before/After Hours & Weekend Care • 1st, 2nd, 3rd Shifts

Nights & Weekends • 7 Days a Week • Developmental Skills to Prepare for School

1 Free Week 
of Tuition!

*Free week may only be used on 
or after the 5th week of enrollment. 

Offer valid through 6/30/18.

$25 OFF Your 
Child’s First 
Enrollment Fee*

*With this coupon only. Offer valid through 6/30/18.
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5800 Foxridge | Suite 410 | Mission, Kansas 66202

913-831-9270 | steve.d.anderson@EdwardJones.com Member SIPC

STEVE ANDERSON 
Your Neighborhood Financial Advisor

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS ARE JUST AROUND THE CORNER

WORKING TOGETHER
FOR YOUR FINANCIAL 

FUTURE

You talk 
We listen
In person, AAMS®
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HOLIDAY 
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Kids & Adults 
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SUMMER CAMPS
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YOUTH BOXING
BOXING FOR PARKINSON’S



It’s press day and the deadline’s approaching. Headlines for the 
small local paper are in place. Stories cover local government, 
last night’s high school basketball game and a ribbon-cutting 

for a new business. However, the scariest thing for any editor 
looms: a blank page. What kind of content can be found quickly 
that would fill the page and be beneficial to readers? This is 
where Family Features can save the day. 

Mission-based business Family Features works with 4,000 
newspaper, magazine and website editors all over the United 
States, providing free editorial content in the areas of food/

recipes, lifestyle and home and garden, doing this in conjunction 
with national brands, associations and government agencies.

“As some media outlets around the country continue to shrink 
and do more with fewer employees, it can be difficult for them 
to fill their needs,” offered Brian Agnes, president of Family 
Features.

 “When they need something informative, something timely or 
something fun, we can help.”

The production team that generates this consists of journalists 
and graphic artists who create articles and provide high-quality 

FAMILY FEATURES PRODUCES 
ORIGINAL CONTENT FOR 
NEWSPAPERS & WEBSITES 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY
By Kris Baker  |  Photos by Cathy Donovan

Family Features executives Sara Fowler, managing editor, President Brian 
Agnes, and Emily Angold, marketing manager, stand in front of a bulletin 

board that showcases many of the features it has produced this year.
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photographs to editors. This service is free to the media 
outlets, whose revenue is generated from their partnerships 
with national companies such as McCormick Spices, California 
Table Grapes, Macy's, KitchenAid, Shriners Hospitals for Kids, 
PetSmart, Clorox, SoftSoap and Uncle Ben's Rice.

“These companies have new products or information they 
want to promote; we take their core information and create 
articles that are enjoyable for the readers,” said Sara Fowler, 
managing editor for Family Features. “To stay relevant, we can 
tailor their information to Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, summer 
vacations, anything.”

Family Features started in 1974 and for the first 30 years they 
only created full-page feature articles for food and beverage 
companies. As their impact grew they added other companies 
that specialized in home improvement, lawn and garden, health, 
finance, pets and other lifestyle-related products and services.

“We make our clients look good, and that makes us look 
good,” explained Cindy Long, media relations manager for 
Family Features and a Mission resident since 2008. “With food 
clients we try to have a focus on healthy eating, as well.”

Brian estimates they have worked with over 1,000 clients, 
sending them information they would like to disseminate to the 
public. 

“We tell our clients this is an effective, credible and expedient 
way to get their information to millions of consumers through 
local media outlets.” 

In addition to working with the national brands, this is one 
small business helping other small businesses. Every month, 
Family Features produces dozens of articles and features that 
are then used by mostly small, local newspapers and other 
news outlets. All this work is done in the unsuspecting building 
located at 5825 Dearborn Street. Family Features’ majority 
owner, Dianne Hogerty, purchased the building in 2000, totally 
renovating it and in 2001 Family Features moved in. The offices 
can accommodate up to 28 employees.

To keep pace with online publishing, Family Features has 
launched www.culinary.net and www.elivingtoday.com, which 
deliver food and lifestyle content, information and services to 
consumers, media and marketers. Inside their Mission offices 
they also produce one-minute recipe videos for use on their 
subscribers’ websites.

Taking up worthy causes has become a priority for Family 
Features, represented by the Family Features Cause Committee. 
The committee has created pro bono articles for Alzheimer’s 
research, cancer research, childhood diseases, charities, food 
banks and more. Looking for good causes locally, the committee 
has worked on projects in Mission including working at the 
Mission Community Garden and assisting Unleashed Pet Rescue 
and Adoption (see story on next page). 

“We want to be very supportive of the local community; the 
Cause Committee has done some excellent work,” Brian said. 

Emily Angold, Family Features marketing manager and chair 
of the cause committee, noted that the company has a powerful 
reach, with outlets in every state, making it easy for their pro 
bono work to have an effect.

“We have a lot of messages to present to an audience, but the 
most important ones are the ones that make their lives better,” 
she emphasized. 

SweetWAYS
      TO WELCOME WARMER DAYS

(Family Features) Warmer, longer days are made for quality 
time with friends and family. There’s no better way to cap off 
an afternoon in the sun than a good meal followed by a great 
dessert. Plan to end your next gathering on a sweet note with 
a fruity dessert to conclude a day spent with loved ones.

Fruity treats are hard to resist, especially when paired with 
tasty, complementary flavors and textures. If you’re looking 
for a treat that travels a bit off the beaten path, this pie may 
be just the answer. A crushed pretzel crust and creamy peanut 
butter filling provide a salty, savory background for plump, 
sweet strawberries. 

When you make fruit the star of the dessert, there’s no 
question you need top-quality ingredients. This dessert 
features Lucky Leaf Fruit Fillings, which are made from fresh 
fruit, contain no high-fructose corn syrup and are GMO-free, 
for a delicious dessert every time. With a variety of flavors to 
choose from, including apple, blueberry, cherry, peach and 
strawberry, there are plenty of convenient, versatile dessert 
options for any occasion.

Find more tasty treats for entertaining and beyond at 
luckyleaf.com.

Below is an example of a recipe from Family Features.

      STRAWBERRY PEANUT BUTTER PIE
•	 1 1/4 cups crushed pretzels
•	 1/4 cup granulated sugar
•	 1/2 cup butter, melted
•	 1 cup creamy peanut butter
•	 1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese
•	 1/2 cup powdered sugar
•	 1 1/2 cups frozen whipped dessert topping, thawed
•	 1 can (21 ounces) Lucky Leaf Premium Strawberry Fruit 
•	  Filling & Topping

•	Combine pretzels and granulated sugar, then stir in butter. 
Press crumb mixture onto bottom and sides of 10-inch pie 
plate. Cover and chill.

•	With electric mixer on medium speed, beat together peanut 
butter, cream cheese and powdered sugar. Fold in whipped 
dessert topping.

•	Spoon 1/2 cup pie filling into crust-lined pie plate. Carefully 
spread peanut butter filling over top. 

•	Top with remaining pie filling. Cover and chill 2 hours before 
serving.

Continued on page 14
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Family Features 
Editorial Syndicate 
might touch many 
newspapers, 
magazines and 
websites nationally 
as the company 

creates and distributes 
syndicated food and 

lifestyle content, but its 
employees chose to touch 

their hometown animal 
shelter, Unleashed Pet Rescue, 

for their quarterly “cause” project. 
The Family Features Cause 

Committee, consisting of eight 
employees, meets and plans a 

quarterly activity for the company. Because animal lovers are 
abundant among the company’s 20 employees, the committee 
chose to support Unleashed Pet Rescue, a local pet adoption 
agency located at 5918 Broadmoor Street in Mission. Unleashed 
is a licensed, nonprofit animal shelter that works to save the lives 
of homeless pets. One hundred percent of the shelter’s funding 
comes from donations.

During a two-week period, Family Features employees collected 
items for Unleashed such as bleach, dog crates, blankets, towels, 
collars, toys, treats, laundry detergent, cleaning supplies and 
T-shirts. Every time an employee contributed an item to the 
Unleashed  list of requested items, they were given a raffle ticket. 
Then the company had a drawing for the two gift cards and a 
Scentsy warmer.  The company paid for the gift cards and one of 
our employees donated the warmer for the drawing.

On the final day of the drive, the committee held a celebratory 
breakfast where employees took part in one final project for 
Unleashed. They took donated T-shirts, ripped them into strips 
and then braided them into 100 dog tug-toys to donate to the 
facility. 

Family 
Features 
makes 
Unleashed 
its mission

Unleashed employees Amy Sweeten (from left) and Yasmine 
Perez, Family Features employee Robin Brannin, Unleashed 
employee Tracy Kress, Family Features employee Viveca 
Phelps and Trinity, adopted by Viveca’s family.

MISSION PAWN
913-831-1484

missionpawn.com
5960 Lamar Ave., Mission, KS 66202

 Show Your Love
 with a rock

COLLECTION BY 
DAVID YURMAN

COLLECTION BY 
ART NOVEAU 
ANTIQUE

THIS MOTHER’S DAY MAY 13TH
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GOVERNING BODY
Mayor Ron Appletoft.................913-677-1706
City Hall Office.........................913-676-8350
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD I
Pat Quinn.................................913-207-3106
Hillary Parker Thomas..............913-961-4520
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD II
Arcie Rothrock...........................913-568-2872
Nick Schlossmacher...................913-788-6425
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD III
Kristin Inman............................816-510-7698
Debbie Kring.............................913-722-6901
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD IV
Ken Davis.................................913-669-7095
Sollie Flora...............................913-735-4882

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE & FINANCE 
& ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE MEETINGS
First Wednesday every month, 6:30 p.m.
(overflow business considered on the second Wednesday 
of the month as necessary, 6:30 p.m.)

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
Third Wednesday every month, 7 p.m.
      COUNCIL WORK SESSIONS
Fourth Wednesday every month, 7 p.m.
All meetings are open to the public. 

MISSION MARKET MOVING TO 
THURSDAY EVENINGS

YOU HEARD RIGHT, THE MISSION MARKET IS MOVING TO THURSDAYS! 
The market’s new hours, 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., mean you can:

•	Swing by after work and get a jump on your weekend shopping.
•	Buy what you need for a fresh and local dinner at home.
•	Let us take care of dinner with food trucks each week. 
•	Or, come by later for a summer evening out with the family, the dog or               

just you in your comfy clothes!
We'll have live music and the market you love, just at a new date and time.

 
For anyone interested in being a vendor, volunteer, musician or sponsor, 
please contact Emily Randel at market@missionks.org or 913-676-8368.



THE MAYOR’S CORNER
Q: The assessed value of my property 
increased significantly this year. Is Mission 
planning to lower the mill levy to reduce my 
property taxes?

As your elected representatives, the City Council and I 
know the dramatic increases in assessed valuation that many 
homeowners received from the Johnson County Appraiser have 
raised questions and concerns. Creating an annual budget and 
establishing the mill levy can be a complicated process as the 
City seeks to deliver the programs and services residents desire 
in the most cost effective way. Reductions in the mill levy are 
possible, but may result in reductions to levels of service. The 
relationship between assessed valuation, the mill levy, and the 
property tax lid requires the Council to take a bigger picture 
view when developing the budget each year.

Although the 2018 valuations are high, if you consider longer 
term trends in assessed valuation, Mission actually saw declining 
property values from 2008 to 2013. In fact, in 2017, Mission’s 
overall property values had just returned to 2007 levels. The 
total increase in the City’s property values between 2007 and 
the 2018 estimates is 9%. The period of decline was generally 
unprecedented in Johnson County’s history, and cities were 
expected to continue delivering quality programs and services 
with shrinking property tax revenues.

It is also important to remember that effective January 1, 
2017, the City’s ability to increase the mill levy was limited by a 
property tax lid imposed by the Kansas Legislature. Generally, 
the City may only capture revenue growth that does not exceed 
a rolling 5-year CPI average. If increases in assessed valuation 
results in higher property tax revenues, the mills which generate 
the additional funds are subject to a public vote, even if the City 
simply wishes to maintain an existing mill levy. Under a property 
tax lid, the City is unlikely to benefit significantly from large 
increases in assessed valuation.

Tax relief through a reduction in the mill levy isn’t likely to be 
a solution which benefits our community. To learn more about 
the City’s budget and to help the Council shape budget and 
spending priorities, I would encourage you to attend the budget 
meetings scheduled throughout the spring and summer. A 
complete listing of the meetings is included on page N3.

CITY OF MISSION 
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It’s not too late to join the newly formed Friends of Mission 
Dog Park group. These volunteers are working to secure 

private funding for an off-leash dog park, recommend possible 
locations and develop operating guidelines. 

Your help and input is needed!  
For additional information on meeting dates and 

locations, please contact Parks & Recreation Director Christy 
Humerickhouse at chumerickhouse@missionks.org or

913-722-8210. 

ADOPT A STREET
Are you interested in helping to keep Mission beautiful 

and welcoming for our residents and visitors?  The City of 
Mission recently received a “Think Green” grant from Waste 
Management. This is funding our new Adopt-A-Street program, 
providing opportunities for residents and civic organizations 
to adopt a section of our City’s 
streets and pick up litter in 
the public right-of-way on a 
regular basis. Clubs, churches, 
organizations and groups are 
encouraged to apply. To find out 
how you or your group can get 
involved, contact Neighborhood 
Services at 913-676-8360, or visit 
missionks.org/neighborhood 
services.

DO YOU HAVE MISSION’S 
2018 CHAMPIONSHIP TREE?

 There are so many reasons a tree may be 
special to you, and we want to know about 
it!  

The City of Mission Parks, Recreation and 
Tree Commission invites you to nominate 
your special tree to be our “Championship  
Tree.” Nomination forms can be found 
on the City’s website, or picked up at the 
Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community Center or 
City Hall.

 For additional information, contact 
Parks & Recreation Director Christy 
Humerickhouse at chumerickhouse@
missionks.org or 913-676-8210.

FRIENDS OF 
MISSION 

DOG PARK

Photo provided by
 the Shawnee Mission Post.

If you have a question you’d like the Mayor to respond to, please 
forward your name, contact information and question to City Clerk 
Martha Sumrall at msumrall@missionks.org or by calling 913-676-8350.
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CITY OF MISSION 

Live Music 
Rotating Vendors 
beer & wine garden

Th u rsday, Ju ly 19

Th u rsday, Sept 20

Th u rsday, Ju n e 21

Fri day, Aug 24 
(Sunflower Festival) 

Food Truck 

Thursdays

CODE ENFORCEMENT 101
There is a property with overgrown grass and in 

disrepair in my neighborhood. What happens when I 
call City Hall to complain?  

Neighborhood Services Officers work with residents 
on a wide variety of code-compliance issues 
throughout the City to ensure properties are well 
maintained.  

Below is a brief outline of the code enforcement 
process:

•	Staff receives a complaint or initiates one while 
conducting routine neighborhood inspections.

•	A “courtesy notice” is either posted on the 
door of the residence or mailed detailing the 
violation, what needs to be corrected and a 
reinspection date.

•	Staff conducts a second inspection.  The case is 
then either closed or legal certified notice to the 
owner/occupant is issued.

•	If noncompliance continues, a citation may 
be issued to appear in Municipal Court or the 
violation may be 
abated by the City 
with the cost placed 
on the owner’s 
property tax bill.

If you have questions 
or would like to report 
an issue, please contact 
Neighborhood Services at  
913-676-8360.

Mayor Ron Appletoft, members of Mission’s Parks, Recreation and 
Tree Commission and respresentatives from Rushton Elementary 
School recently celebrated the winners of the Annual Arbor Day 

Poster Contest hosted for all 5th Grade students. 
For more information on Mission’s statewide winner see page 32.

2019 BUDGET PROCESS UNDERWAY
The Mayor and City Council welcome citizen input and feedback 

during development of the City’s annual budget. The 2019 Budget 
Process begins in earnest in May, and a tentative listing of meeting 
dates is included below:

MAY 2
Review 2017 Audit and 2019 Budget Priorities

MAY 30
Community Conversation: Budget Priorities, Challenges 

and Opportunities

JUNE 6
Review General Fund Budget and Supplemental Program Requests

JUNE 27
Capital Improvement Program (Streets, Stormwater, Parks)

JULY 25
Community Dialogue on 2019 Budget

AUGUST 1
Public Hearing and Final Review of 2019 Budget

AUGUST 15
2019 Budget Adoption

All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. and will be held at Mission City Hall, 
6090 Woodson. Updates or changes to the schedule will be posted 
online at www.missionks.org. Please contact Assistant City Administrator 
Brian Scott with questions: bscott@missionks.org or 913-676-8353.



•  Check out our new website and follow 
     us on Instagram @sullyspubkc

•  Try our made-from-scratch pizzas or
     house smoked meats

•  17 HD Flatscreen TVs

•  Darts  |  Shuffleboard & Foosball  |  Skeeball

•  Open Air/Covered Patio with TVs 
    (you’ll be on the patio BUT out of the elements)

•  Happy Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6pm

Live Trivia with Geeks Who Drink 
Every Tuesday from 7-9pm

5436 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas
(913) 403-9777  |  www.sullyskc.com

Call to reserve the party room for all 
your holiday gatherings!

Spring/Summer Hours: 
Everyday 1pm to 2am

Mr Goodcents
Expires 06/30/18 Expires 06/30/18

• Offering Relationship Check up 
assessments. 

• Choose 1 of 4 assessments 
that will assist couples in 
gaining a comprehensive view 
of their relationship.

• Specializing in working with 
children and teens

• Specialized training working 
with clients experiencing 
trauma, stress, anxiety and 
depression

LaGail Wilson, 
MS,  LMFT, CPT

MENDING HEARTS, HEALING RELATIONSHIPS, 
Strengthening FAMILIES

Open Hearts Therapy Services LLC
5845 Horton St # 202, Mission, Kansas 66202

913-216-2543 -office  |  1-844-375-0213 -fax
www.openheartstherapykc.com

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, Certified Play 
Therapist and Certified Parent Educator

Currently accepting new clients 
(Individuals/Children, Couples and Families)
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5325 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS 66205
913-333-2667

www.ovationdancekc.com
alex@ovationdancekc.com

Now enrolling for Summer 2018 at Ovation!
Six week session June 11- July19

Company Prep and Auditions!
Offering classes for all levels and ages in

tap, jazz, ballet, lyrical, hip hop, tumbling, and
adult cardio dance!

Visit our website and find 
out what Ovation Can be for 

you!

clink. (cheers!)

drink. (ahhhhh)

shrink. (your eco footprint)

think. (hmmm, recycle?)
• Glass recycling pickup service
• Pickup every other week on regular trash day
• Awesome yellow bin provided at no cost
• Name Your Own Monthly Price (yes, you read that right!)

• Family owned and operated in YOUR neighborhood!

Contact: call/text 913-721-6970Sign up: www.glassbandit.com Email: info@glassbandit.com
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Celebrating Mothers
How many times have you heard “If you don’t have 

anything nice to say don’t say anything at all”? What about 
“If all your friends jumped off a bridge, would you do it?”

There is nothing like the life lessons our mothers, or other 

female role models, hand down to us. As we celebrate 
Mother’s Day in May, we asked some Mission residents 
and business owners to tell us what they learned from their 
mothers, who they hold dear, to their hearts today.

•  RAY HANF  •

•  MARIA ROMERO  •

Sometimes the smallest bits of advice take on larger meaning as we get older. 
Maria Romero currently works as a nurse at Shawnee Mission Medical Center, the 
same hospital where her mother Aurora worked before she retired. Following in her 
mother’s footsteps has helped Maria understand the importance of something her 
mother told her.

“Now I get it. She told me to always have clean underwear on; you never know 
when you might end up in the hospital. So true.”

•  LORI REYNOLDS  •

The apple didn’t fall very far from the tree for Janet Hanf when it came to her son, 
Ray Hanf, owner of Mission Fresh Fashion, a unique fashion store which at one time 
sold fresh produce. Ray still takes his mother to the grocery store, runs her errands and 
carries around some lasting advice his mother gave him over 40 years ago.

“When I was in the second grade at St. Benedict’s Elementary School we had a gift 
exchange; I received a coloring book. A friend received a pair of gloves. We traded 
gifts. I went home and told my mother of this trade. To my surprise she told me, ‘The 
person that gave you that coloring book was thinking of you when they got you that 
gift. You should never have traded that gift.’ The lesson learned was I have never 
complained about any gift anyone has ever given me since.”

When Lori Reynolds got a job at Hy-Vee in Mission, her co-workers began calling 
her “Little Celia,” after her mother Celia Dalton, a sign specialist and longtime 
Mission Hy-Vee employee. She didn’t mind, as it reminded her how her mother’s 
words set her on this path. 

“My mother taught me to never give up on your dreams. I was going to school to 
be a nurse and I realized that is not what I wanted to do. I thought about her advice. 
My dream was to work with flowers, so I followed my dream and now I am a floral 
manager with Hy-Vee. She also taught me to stand up for what is right, not what is 
popular.”
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Words of wisdom 
from the very important women 

in our lives

•  BONNIE BUI AND  •
MONNIE HARTLE

•  MICHAEL BEARDE’  •

•  KELSEY GIBBS  •

Born in Vietnam, Tam Huynh moved to the United States where she and her husband 
opened Fire Wok Chinese Restaurant in Mission in 1985. Their two daughters, Bonnie 
Bui and Monnie Hartle, started working in the restaurant as teenagers, both now 
managing the restaurant for their mother. Bonnie said their mother’s upbringing in 
another country meant she passed down certain expectations.

“Mom has taught us an amazing work ethic.  As the matriarch of our family, she lives 
by example and drives us to expect the same dedication from ourselves.  Although she 
is a little slower now that she is 78, she continues to work by our side at the restaurant. 
We don’t know if we will ever live our lives to her caliber, but we are lucky to have her 
here to continue to lead us.” Monnie agreed,  adding  “Unconditional love is another 
example of what our mom has taught us.”

Beverly Bearde’ handed the hair brush off to her son, Michael Bearde’, when he 
took over the family business, BEARDE’ Salon. The son of a hair stylist, he has kept 
his mom’s unique style while adapting the business to today’s environment. He has 
learned about life and business from his mother, remembering her advice. 

“My mother taught me the art and science of hair as well as how to run a 
successful commercial business with passion. Working with hair is a gift, and after 
people leave here they feel uplifted and ready for whatever they encounter.”

Suzie and Jack Gibbs became guardians of their granddaughter, Kelsey, when she 
was just 11 years old.

“What haven’t I learned from Grandma? When I moved in, I didn’t even know the 
basic things people learn as children. But on top of all of those things, she’s taught 
me how to be proud of myself, and look forward to the future. Before I came to live 
with her, I didn’t know what college was. Today I’m ready to go out into the world 
and do something great! And I am excited to see what life wisdoms I will discover, 
which she instilled in me, as an adult that I don’t yet realize I have learned!”
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We tip our hatsMembers of the Mission 
Magazine committee are 

saying goodbye and good 
luck to Bill McCrea, who is 

retiring from his volunteer 
work with the magazine. 

Mr. Bill, as we call him, has 

served on the magazine committee since 

its inception in 2009 and served the City of 

Mission in a variety of volunteer capacities 

for 14 years. His hard work and dedication will 

be missed!

Got cameras?
Do you rely on your phone instead of your camera to take pics? If you have a working 

35mm film camera you no longer use, Shawnee 

Mission North journalism students would love to have 

it. Cameras must use film and have manual settings. 

Sorry, they can’t use point and shoot cameras. To 

donate, or to check whether your camera can be 

helpful to SMN students, contact Juliet Miller-Martin 

at JulietMiller-Martin@smsd.org or call 913-993-6900.

UPCOMING

MISSION CITY COUNCIL 

MEETINGS

7 P.M. ON 

MAY 16 AND JUNE 20 

AT CITY HALL

The 11th Annual Run for the 
Roses Kentucky Derby Gala 

will be held at the 

GRAND STREET PLAZA 
4740 GRAND AVE.

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
MAY 5

The gala benefits The Mission Project for adults 

with developmental disabilities. 

The event features food, drinks, betting, silent and

 live auctions, big screen view of the race, 
amazing hats and Derby fashion. 

Proceeds support life skills, health and transportation

 programs for Mission Project participants.
Sponsorships available. 

For more information visit www.derbygala.org.

THE MISSION PROJECT 
HOSTSAnnual    Gala
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Did you know?BEARDE’ Salon is proud to be a Green Circle 

Certified Sustainable salon: 955,011 pounds of 

salon waste was diverted from landfill spaces 

and water streams by GCS members across 
Canada and the United States in 2017.
BEARDE' Salon has recycled 225 pounds this 

year alone including aluminum, plastics, hair 

and the world’s first sample of biocomposite 

plastic, made using hair fiber and other 
recyclables.

BENEFIT 
FOR BRAIN 

HEALTH
Care Haven Homes is hosting a benefit for KU 

Alzheimer’s Disease Center at the Sylvester Powell, 

Jr. Community Center on June 5 from 4 to 6 p.m.

Visitors will have the opportunity to meet KU 

ADC staff, learn about current research and how 

KU ADC helps families manage diagnosis and 

treatment.

Mediterranean appetizers will be served, along 

with hints on hosting a brain healthy soiree. While 

there, enter the 50/50 raffle to snap up an auction 

item.
For more information contact Courtney Goin, 

community liaison for Care Haven Homes, at    

913-643-0111.

BEST IN CLASS
The Welstone at Mission Crossing senior living community has been recognized with the 2018 Best in Class Customer Service award by Pinnacle Quality Insight. 

Pinnacle conducts resident satisfaction surveys on a monthly basis at more than 2,500 communities across the United States and Canada, and The Welstone ranks in the top 15 percent across a full-year period! And to think the community is only two years old!

Still as fresh as the day 

they opened, Mission Fresh 

Fashion, which started as 

Mission Fresh Produce in 

May 1998, will celebrate 20 

years in business this June. 

From selling produce in the 

beginning to offering unique 

fashion today, Mission Fresh 

Fashion has always been 

popping with new ideas for 

retail. Here’s to another 20 

years of fresh success.  



Mission residents can find almost anything on Johnson Drive: 
stores, restaurants, service shops … even a cemetery. You may 
have driven by the stone memorial there and not even realized 
this was the final resting place of several members of one of the 
first families that settled in Mission. 

Cross Cemetery sits at one of the busiest intersections in 
Mission, the northeast corner of Johnson Drive and Lamar 
Avenue, just east of Goodcents Deli Fresh Subs. Today, all 
that is visible of the original cemetery is two headstones and a 
granite marker that states "Dedicated to the Pioneers of this 
Community," backed by a wrought-iron fence.

There is somewhat of a mystery surrounding the history of the 
graves. According to the headstones, those buried in this section 
of the cemetery are Washington Cross and his wife Nancy 
Cross. Washington is thought to have been the first person 
interred there, buried in 1872, and Nancy in 1886. However, this 
information is disputed by some members of the Cross family 
who believe Franklin Cross is actually buried there.

Washington Cross is the great-grandfather of Gordon Cross. 
Gordon hopes that memorials like the cemetery on Johnson 
Drive help to keep the Cross name remembered for their part in 
the history of Mission.

“Growing up a Cross, it meant a lot to us,” Gordon revealed. 
“The history of Mission is tied to the Cross name.”

Washington Cross was born in Virginia in 1809 and came to 
Kansas in the fall of 1857, settling near the Shawnee Indian 
Mission. He had seven children — Benjamin, James, Perry, 
George, Harriet, Sarah and Angemima. After Washington died, 
his sons — the Cross brothers — entered a land pact. Eventually, 
the farm land the family bought, which had originally been 
sold by Native Americans, grew to encompass 540 acres. The 
boundaries for the land snaked around, including going north 
from 63rd Street on Nall to 53rd Street then west to Metcalf, 
south to 63rd and from there east again to Nall. The Cross family 
also became extensively engaged with the dealing and breeding 
of cattle.  

Joseph Cross, son of Gordon, has always loved studying history 
and wants to share his family’s place in the story of Mission.

“I would go to the library, but there was no book on Mission, 
so I thought I would write one,” Joseph said. “I am working on a 
book about the history of Mission and the Cross family. I’m proud 
of my family heritage; it’s an important part of our community’s 
history, however the full story has never been told.”

Buried           	 	
	                  History

Joseph Cross (left) and Gordon Cross 
at Cross Cemetery.

Cross Cemetery rests at the 
northeast corner of Johnson 
Drive and Lamar Avenue 
By Kris Baker  |  Photo by Cathy Donovan
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Diamond Finish Car Wash  
3 DAY GUARANTEE

913-236-6886
5960 Barkley St. Mission, KS 66202

www.diamondfinishwash.com
Hours:

Monday -Saturday 8-7  |  Sunday 8-5

Superior Diamond Wash 
Includes basic full service wash, plus wheel cleaner, white wall scrub, underbody 
wash, clearcoat protectant, triple clearcoat polish, tire dressing & machine mat 

cleaning. Additional charge for larger vehicles. Over-sized charge may apply. Not 
valid with any other offer. Expires 6/30/18.

FULL SERVICE SPECIAL

$5 OFF$5 OFF

  

       Reg. $59.99
Includes a hand wax. Additional Charge for larger vehicles. 
Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other offer. 

Expires 6/30/18.

HAND WAX

$10 OFF$10 OFF

Complete interior shampoo, all floor mats, carpeting, upholstered seats, 
or clean & conditions leather seats. All interior vinyl is cleaned & conditioned. 
See cashier for more details. Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any 

other offers. Expires 6/30/18.

25% OFF
DIAMOND 1 PROFESSIONAL DETAIL

25% OFF

When you purchase a full service wash, we guarantee you a clean car 
for 3 days. Bring in your receipt and we’ll   give you the full version 
of the wash on your receipt, if purchased, tire dressing will now be 
included.
Exterior Wash: Come back within 3-days, pay only $3.00, get the 
same wash on your receipt  (receipt must be present.) If purchased 
previously, tire dressing will be included.
Valid for vehicle on receipt only. Not valid with any other offer. Weather Permitting.

October, 31

September - OctoberAPRIL - JUNE

June 30,
2018. Must present coupon.)

Hot Yoga
Restorative
Warm Flow
Power Pilates

5818 Johnson Dr • Mission, KS
 (N.E. corner of Woodson and Johnson Drive) • 913-362-3663

$7.29LUNCH
OR

$8.99DINNER
(Buffet including

beverage)

Dine-in only. One Coupon per table.
Not valid with any other offers or 

punchcards. Expires 06/30/17 (MM4)

CLOSED ON WEEKENDS FOR FAMILY TIME 

Family operated for over 33 years!

BUY 1 ADULT DINNER BUFFET  

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF

MON to THURSDAY ONLY
(NOT VALID ON FRIDAYS)

Dine in only. Not valid w/any 
other offers or punch cards.
Expires 06/30/17 (MM4)

For delivery or carryout, visit : www.firewokrestaurant.com

BUY 1 ADULT DINNER BUFFET

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF
MON to THURSDAY ONLY
(NOT VALID ON FRIDAYS)

Dine in only. Not valid w/any
other offers or punch cards.
Expires 07/28/17 (MM7)

BUY 1 ADULT DINNER BUFFET

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF
MON to THURSDAY ONLY
(NOT VALID ON FRIDAYS)

Dine in only. Not valid w/any
other offers or punch cards.
Expires 08/31/17 (MM7)

Lunch Mon-Fri 11 to 2 pm for dine in buffet; 2:30 for carry-out
Dinner Mon-Fri 5 to 8 pm for dine in buffet; 8:30 for carry-out

5/31/18 (MM5) 6/29/18 (MM5)

$7.29 LUNCH 
OR

$8.99 DINNER
(Buffet including beverage)

$7.29 LUNCH 
OR

$8.99 DINNER
(Buffet including beverage)
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• Main Course Dinners
• Wedding Cakes/Buffets
• Picnics
• Tailgates
• And more!
 

6655 MARTWAY MISSION,KS 66202
913-831-4447 |  hy-vee.com/catering

$10 
OFF

Catering order of $100 or more
Expires 6/30/18

FROM BACKYARD TO 
BLACK-TIE AFFAIRS, 
let us take care of the details.  
Down to the last crumb.

MISSION

Good only at these locations:
1. 3395 Main St

Kansas City, MO 64111
(816) 561-7176

(816) 561-7177 fax

2. 5910 Johnson Dr
Mission, KS 66202

(913) 362-7700

3. 705 SE Melody Ln
Lee‛s Summit, MO 64063

(816) 524-5515
(816) 524-7504 fax

4. 3801 S M 291 Hwy
Lee‛s Summit, MO 64082

(913) 537-9851

BUY A SMALL 
COFFEE & GET 2 
DONUTS FREE

Good at participating locations only. 
Must have coupon at time of purchase. 
Expires 06/30/18. A donut is anything 

with a whole. Specialities not included.

BUY ONE DOZEN 
DONUTS GET 6 
DONUTS FREE

Good at participating locations only. 
Must have coupon at time of purchase. 
Expires 06/30/18. A donut is anything 

with a whole. Specialities not included.

©2016 Lamar’s Donuts Inc.

6840 Johnson Drive • 913-262-9898

10% Off 
Wine & Spirits

Some restrictions. Does 
not apply to the sale of 
any beer. Exp. 06/30/18.
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One coupon per customer. Expires 01/28/18.One coupon per customer. Expires 01/28/18.
One coupon per customer.

Expires 01/28/18.

GLADSTONE
115 N.E. 91st

HIGHWAY 152 & N OAK

816.436.4000

LIBERTY
878 S. 291 HWY.

LIBERTY CORNERS SHOPPING CENTER

816.415.2244

PARKVILLE
6325 LEWIS DR.
NEXT TO NICK & JAKES

816.584.0202

MISSION
6200 JOHNSON DR.
NEXT TO GOODCENTS DELI

OVERLAND PARK
7311 W. 91ST ST.

913.258-8688

Expires 06/30/18.
Expires 06/30/18.Expires 06/30/18.

 913-283-8363

Lunch: Mon-Sat 11am-2:30pm
Dinner: Mon-Thurs 5pm-9pm • Fri & Sat 5pm-9:30pm

Closed Sunday
6504 Martway Street, Mission, KS

913-384-2800  |  www.thaiorchidks.com

BUY TWO DINNER ENTREES, GET A FREE 
SMALL ORDER OF THAI SPRING ROLLS. 

ONE PER TABLE PLEASE.
*Good for Dine-in only. Not Good With Any Other Offers. 

Exclude Daily Lunch Special Exp. 06/30/18.
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andering though the avenues of Mission, you can find history 
on every corner. This is why Mission Historian Frank Bruce 

is assembling a team of 
Mission experts to convene 
and discuss ways to share 
the rich local history. There 
have even been discussions 
of making a movie or 
conducting a Mission 
History Walk. The tour 
would take participants 
along Johnson Drive, 
retracing the steps the early 
settlers of the area walked.

But before we get to that 
… did you know Mission 
has an official historian? It’s 
a position the city created 
earlier this year for Frank.

“Mission needs to collect 

and record as much history as possible because we have a 
unique story here,” he said. “Overland Park and Olathe sprang 
up first and the City of Mission was late to the party. We had 
some of the earliest settlers, but Mission itself was built rather 
after the fact. Of course, once it was built up, it became an 
important crossroads for people living here.”

Frank said he always had a good mind for dates, and along 
with his large collection of photos, maps and other documents, 
the job of historian became a natural fit. Frank, born in 1938, 
hopes to create a snapshot of Mission in the ’30s and ’40s.

Frank has passed down his love of Mission’s history to his 
daughter, Deborah Rushing, who is working on a website called 
“I grew up in Mission.”

“History is relative and it’s always changing,” Frank opined. “It 
means different things to different people. You must go back to 
it to learn, and when you can share it with others, it becomes so 
exciting.”

Frank Bruce

The first drugstore to operate in Mission, John Morrow’s store 
(first located at 5627 Johnson Drive, then 5736 Johnson Drive), 

was also one of the first five charter businesses 
in Mission and the one that stayed in operation 
the longest. However, the business was 
founded on a spur of the moment decision. 
Morrow had been working with various drug 
firms since graduating from the University of 
Oklahoma when he came to visit his uncle in 
Shawnee. His uncle took him on car ride along 
50 Highway (now Johnson Drive) when they 
passed a newly built building.

“Let’s stop here. It looks as if it might be 
a good place to be in the drug business,” 
Morrow said. 

Morrow Pharmacy opened in the fall of 1928, 
surviving through a lean first few years during 
the Great Depression. The most popular 

part of the store, and what helped keep it going, was the soda 
fountain.

“I worked as a soda jerk as a kid. My friends would come there 
to hang out and buy whatever they could afford,” remembered 
Louis Morrow, John’s son. “We grew up as the city did.”

An important development came in the 1940s when Morrow 
Pharmacy began to house the ticket office for the Union Pacific 
Bus Line. This made the drugstore a hub of transportation for the 
area.

“We lasted through the worst fire in Mission history in 1940, 
and then enjoyed success as the city grew in the ‘50s. The 
pharmacy was a big part of the city,” Louis remembered. He said 
he was excited to be a part of promoting the proposed Mission 
Walking Tour.

“When I was a kid, my best friend showed me the swales in the 
ground behind our store, left there by the wagon trains.” 

Louis has been trying to follow those trails of history ever since.
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 5500 Johnson Drive

Then: Shell gas station

Now: BP Gas Station

5501 Johnson Drive

Then: Bud’s Drive-In

Now Capitol Federal Savings Bank

5436 Johnson Drive

Then: Crow’s Market

Now: Sully’s Pub

5735 Johnson Drive

Then: Goodyear Tires

Now: Dips & Sips
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Come enjoy

happy hour 
on our huge patio!!!!

THE BAR IN MISSION
6101 Johnson Dr.,
Mission, KS 66202

913-387-4033

BAR WEST SHAWNEE
7174 Renner Rd.

Shawnee, KS 66217
913-248-9378

3 Locations

All Day Drink Specials
Happy Hour/Food & Drink

Specials 2-6PM
 

See our website for more details
www.thebarskc.com
Like us on Facebook

THE BAR AT WEST PLAZA
1121 W 47th St.,

 Kansas City, MO  64111
816-216-6485

Now serving brunch Saturday and 

sunday mornings from 10am-2pm

Family 
Owned 

Since 
1973
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6050 Broadmoor Street • Mission, KS 66202 • 913-276-0990 • TheWelstone.com  

 

Join us for an open house!

Experience

Welstone Affordability

Please RSVP  913-276-0990
or call to book your personal tour  

 

    No buy-in fee√

 Full amenities√  Special pricing 
 available

√
No long-term lease√

Thursday, May 10 at 2:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 14 at 2:00 p.m.



CHRIST CHURCH   |   5500 W. 91ST STREET   |   WWW.CHRISTCHURCHKC.ORG

Join us for an incredibly fun-filled week of 

GAMES, CRAFTS, and SONGS ...
all the while learning about why God wants 
each of us to live FULLY ALIVE! He wants us 
to be overflowing with confidence because 
we can believe that what He says is true!

Vacation Bible School
@  C h r i s t  C h u r c h 

WHEN
WHERE

COST
REGISTER

July 23 – 26
Christ Church OP (91st & Nall)*
Free!
www.christchurchkc.org/vbs

*transportation available from  
R U S H T O N  E L E M E N T A R Y
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C
limbing 
a tree, 
swinging 
from its 

branches or 
reading a book 
under its shade 
— there is a bevy 
of ways young 
people receive 
enjoyment from 
trees. 

Mission 
resident and 
Rushton 
Elementary 
School fifth-
grader Affan 
Ansari captured 
this idea with his 
award-winning 
Arbor Day 
poster, drawn to 
reflect the theme 
“Kansas Trees are 
Terrific ... And 
Energy Wise!“ 
Affan’s poster 
was selected 
state champion 

in a statewide poster competition hosted annually by the 
Kansas Forest Service. More than 1,100 posters were submitted 
statewide; the competition is open to public, private and home-
schooled fifth-graders across the state. 

When he heard he had won, Affan, who wants to be a 
cardiologist when he grows up, had a strong reaction.

“I went into an excited state,” Affan said as he smiled. 
“So many people entered, so I didn’t think I would win. My 
folks thought it was amazing, and everyone at my school was 

cheering me on.”
Affan created his poster, 
which depicts a tree in a 

field holding a mirror, 
using crayons for the 
grass, colored pencils for 
the inside of the mirror 

and markers for the rest. 
He estimates it took him 

three days to complete.

“My teacher wanted something unique, a poster that would 
stand out,” Affan remembered. “The mirror is broken because of 
deforestation.”

Ben Peters, Affan’s teacher, assigned the project to his class, 
which had been studying the importance of trees to our world.

“When I saw his poster, I thought he had a good chance to 
win,” Ben said.

The 44 fifth-grade students at Rushton Elementary School 
completed lessons and hands-on activities that teach the 
multiple benefits of public trees, how to identify the economic, 
environmental and social benefits of trees, calculate values 
for those benefits and how to identify and measure trees. The 
poster competition is just one part of this important curriculum.

“People will need to support trees because they support us,” 
Affan offered as advice he learned through this class project. 

Mission’s Parks, Recreation and Tree Commission sponsors the 
annual poster contest at Rushton. Posters are collected from 
the school and displayed at the Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community 
Center for a “public voting” period, with the top winners 
submitted to the state. Judging starts at the district level, where 
district winners advance to the statewide competition. Mission 
has had many district winners in past years, but this is the city’s 
first state champion.

On Friday, March 23, Affan was recognized at his school with 
the planting of two trees, a Brandywine Maple donated by 
the Kansas Nursery and Landscape Association, and a Wildfire 
Black Gum donated by the Kansas Forest Service. He was also 
recognized at the statewide Tree City USA event in Lawrence. 
Last but not least, on April 
21 he was the guest of the 
governor, and a tree has 
been planted in his name 
on the capitol grounds in 
Topeka.

Affan said he cares a lot 
about the environment and 
respects trees’ ability to 
adapt to their environment. 
He believes this is something 
that people could emulate.

“I would tell people you 
might not always get along 
with everyone you go to 
school with, or everyone 
you meet, but that doesn’t 
matter,” Affan said. “The 
only thing you can do is to 
learn to work together to be 
successful.”

           A TREE 
  Grows 
     AT RUSHTON

ELEMENTARY STUDENT’S ARBOR DAY POSTER SELECTED AS STATE CHAMPION
BY KRIS BAKER  |  PHOTOS BY CATHY DONOVAN

Affan Ansari

“PEOPLE WILL 
NEED TO SUPPORT 

TREES BECAUSE 
 THEY SUPPORT US,”

- AFFAN ANSARI
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all the while learning about why God wants 
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to be overflowing with confidence because 
we can believe that what He says is true!
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The students from Santa Fe Trail Elementary raced 
across Mohawk Park. 

“I’m first,” one called out.
“I’m second,” said another.
After their impromptu race and with permission from 

their teacher, Ms. Atkinson, the third-grade students 
began playing on the jungle gym and slides. These 
students deserve a little play time; after all, they have 
already spent a lot of time working to improve this park.

It began with a simple class lesson on civics and local 
government. 

“I was looking at ideas for project-based learning in 
the area of civic responsibility and local government, 
when I saw a project similar to this one in another 
community,” explained Kellie Atkinson. 

“I thought it would be a fun, engaging way for the 
Santa Fe students to learn about these more abstract 
concepts.”

The students were tasked with finding a way to 
improve the nearby Mohawk Park, located at 67th Street 
and Lamar Avenue. It’s the neighborhood park for kids 
attending Santa Fe Trail, which most of the children were 
familiar with. The students divided into groups of two to 

Ms. Atkinson’s third-grade class includes 
Dylan Rolf (front row, from left) and Claudia 

Estrella; Olivia Dennis (middle row, from 
left), Emory Penner, Ty Wright, Gus Bannon, 

Holly Bandelier, Isabelle Nely, Lillie Dahn 
and Saffron Hansen; and Paris Zumbrunnen 
(back row, from left), Ethan Mallory, Devin 

Brown, Layla Wiseman, Gavin Eriksen, 
Kamden Rastkar, Oscar Chamblin, Cody 

Schmidt, Parker Ramirez and Frankee Ray.

      A 
  fresh 
take

SANTA FE TRAIL STUDENTS PRESENT NEW IDEAS TO IMPROVE 
MOHAWK PARK, INCLUDING A RECYCLING BIN

BY KRIS BAKER  |  PHOTOS BY CATHY DONOVAN
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four, with each group creating a presentation 
on a way to improve the park. Different ideas 
were discussed; each group focused on a 
different improvement. Once the assignments 
were finished, they decided it was time to give 
their presentations on a big stage. 

That big stage was at Mission City Hall, 
where last October the students shared their 
ideas for improvements to Mohawk Park with 
the Mayor, members of City Council and City 
staff. The students used visual presentations 
to introduce the problem or issue they had 
identified and a potential solution. While 
you might imagine there were some "pie in 
the sky" dreams for skate parks and splash 
grounds, overall the students were focused 
as much on safety, accessibility and basic 
necessities as they were on the flashy new 
amenities with big price tags.

City Council members agreed it was 
refreshing to hear them talk about softer 
playground surfacing materials, more picnic 
tables and handicapped-accessible ramps, 
and even more exciting to engage them in a 
conversation about solutions. City staff had 
prepared some information on the costs to 
accomplish several of the projects on the wish 
list, and there was plenty of lively conversation 
as the students were amazed at how expensive 
things like drinking fountains and playground 
equipment can be. It gave them some ideas 
about potential fundraising projects as well.

One of the issues the students identified was 
there were no recycling containers 

in the park. They were 
concerned that people 

using the parks did 
not have an option to 
dispose of recyclable 
items like plastic 

bottles or aluminum 
cans. During the 
conversation, City 
officials shared 
that they had two 

recycling containers 
that were looking 
for a good home. 
It was decided 
these containers 
would be installed 
in Mohawk Park in 
response to the Santa 
Fe Trail students’ 
recommendations. The 
City's Public Works 
Department poured 
concrete pads and 
installed the recycling 
containers in advance 
of the spring soccer 
season. 

The idea for the 
recycling bins came 
from Isabelle Nely, 
Holly Bandelier, Saffron 

Hansen and Olivia Dennis. 
“We thought it would be good for the park because recycling 

is important, and when there is too much trash around it makes 
the park not as pretty,” Isabelle said. 

“I liked that they listened to our idea,” Holly chimed in. 
Their teacher agreed with them, saying sometimes fresh, young 

eyes see problems others miss.
“Looking around the park, you wonder, why isn’t there a 

recycling bin?” their teacher asked. “It took the students to 
identify something that all the adults hadn’t thought of.”

The class is staying engaged with Mohawk and coming up with 
more ideas on ways to improve the park. One student, Emory 
Penner, wanted to add some wheelchair-accessible ramps, 
saying “I think they should make everywhere more wheelchair 
accessible.”  

He had a few other ideas for improvement as well.
“A good water fountain would be nice.”
“I am excited to see how involved they all got,” Emory’s father, 

Darren, revealed. 
Though not in the original group, student Oscar Chamblin 

helped with the recycling bin idea once it was chosen.
“All the students did their part and did a good job,” Oscar 

said. 
In recognition of the work by these students, a special sign was 

placed on the recycling container located near the play structure, 
acknowledging the vision and inspiration of these young citizens.

These four students -- Olivia Dennis (from 
left), Saffron Hansen, Holly Bandelier and 
Isabelle Nely -- came up with the idea to 
place a recycling bin at the park.



INSTRUMENT LESSONS
FOR GUITAR, BASS, DRUMS & KEYBOARDS
Learn to play with one-on-one, weekly, 
half-hour lessons from an experienced instructor. 

$99 A MONTH CURRENTLY ENROLLING 
WITH FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING:
Day and evening times |  Saturday times available

913-766-3869
BROTHERSMUSICKC@GMAIL.COM

NOW ENROLLING

We Buy 
Records!!!
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FAMILY  •  ADULTS  • KID  •  SENIORS

KIDS IN TRAINING PROGRAM

We specialize in teaching ages 3 and 
up using our “Pre-Kindergarten” focus 

written curriculum to monitor your child’s 
progress and behavior.

TRAIN THEM EARLY - TRAIN THEM RIGHT!

C
A
L
L

TO SCHEDULE A 15 MINUTE TOUR 
OF OUR 8,000 SQ FT MULTIPLEX 
MARTIAL ARTS FACILITY. 

SHOGUNMAI.COM

“Imagine if every child learned the respect, courtesy 
& discipline that martial arts teaches. The world 

would be a very different place.”
-Chris Whamond

 
 

Open 7 days a week!
11am -  10 pm:  Monday -  Saturday   |  9am-9pm: Sunday 

Made to order Brunch Menu
11am-2pm: Saturday  |  9am - 2pm: Sunday

Happy Hour 
Monday thru Friday 3 pm - 6pm 

5401 Johnson Drive , Mission, KS 66205  |  www.luckybrewgrille.com
913-403-8571

Keeping Mission lucky

NOW FEATURING

PRIME RIB SATURDAYS

STARTING AT 5PM

Avelluto’s 
Italian Delight
Avelluto’s 
Italian Delight

 10% 
OFF

Entire Order

Monday-Saturday 11am-9pm 
Sunday 12pm-7pm

6522 Martway • Mission, KS 66202

913-262-7564
www.theitaliandelight.com or 

facebook avellutositaliandelight

R E S T A U R A N T  •  P I Z Z E R I A  •  D E L I

Avelluto’s Italian Delight
Expires 6/30/18

 10% 
OFF

Entire Order

Avelluto’s Italian Delight
Expires 6/30/18
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913-403-8200 • mission-square.com 
6220 Martway Street • Mission, Kansas 66202

It’s Not the Years, 
It’s How You Live Them

Stop by and check the convenient            
lifestyle, unique ambiance and           
exceptional living experience.

Mission Square offers the best value for Active 
Senior Living in the area, come see why! 

Mon-Thurs 9AM-5PM, Fri 9AM-4PM

OPEN HOUSE    

MAY 8 AND AUG 10 

10AM-11:30AM by appt 

Heated Garage
Social Activities

Chef Prepared Meal 
Options

All Basic Utilities Included
Essential Transportation 

Available

Sylvester Powell, Jr 
membership included 
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5917 Beverly, Mission, KS 
913-403-9500
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

5710 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
913-403-9503
Hours: Mon. - Thur. 7am - 5:30pm

www.caseysautorepair.com

ASE
  

•
 
NAPA

 
Car

 
Care

 
Center

Oil 
Change
(free lube)

Taking care of your car

Check 
Engine
Light

A/C
Service Tires

5917 Beverly 5710 Johnson Dr.

Friday - 7am -4pm

Friday - 7am -4pm

• Brakes
• Hub match brake rotors
  (eliminating brake pulsation)
• Repair or replace engines, 
  transmissions & differentials
• Perform all factory maintenance
• Unlock your cars radio
• Repair or replace windshields
• Computer Diagnostics

• Electrical
• Tune-ups
• Work with extended warranty companies
• Reprogram ignition keys & remote fobs

L I G H T  T R U C K  /  S U V

Defender™ LTX®  M/S
Sharing the Defender® promise.
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•  S TRONGER. LONGER.*

Stronger advanced compounds hold up to 
tougher conditions longer.

•  Meets the high-torque demands of 
modern trucks.

*Stronger. Longer. refers to resistance to severe 
usage conditions compared to LTX M/S2.


