We Know The
ER Can Be
Unbearable,
So Why Wait?
We Can Patch
You Up!
Sunﬂower Medical
URGENT CARE HOURS

Urgent Care Right in Your Neighborhood!

A board-certiﬁed physician is always there!
All ages accepted
We take most insurance plans
We can do minor stitches, x-rays, & lab work

Yes, come on in for unexpected illnesses...

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
9:00am
10:00am

8:00pm
8:00pm
8:00pm
8:00pm
8:00pm
2:00pm
2:00pm

· minor breaks & sprains · rashes · sore throats · ear infections · coughs
· pneumonia shots · ﬂu shots · tetanus shots · bladder infections & more!

58th & Nall

One Location: Internal Medicine · Family Practice · Urgent Care

5555 W. 58th. St., Mission, KS | www.sunﬂowermed.com
(913) 432-2080 | SunﬂowerMed.com

Are you still a Mission
couch potato?

I

In our last Mission Magazine, we gave
you 65 things to see or do in Mission to get
you moving and learn about our beautiful city. Thanks to the many phone calls
we have received, we know a lot of you
have checked out our numerous parks
and are using the Rock Creek Trail. One
reader called to tell us that she actually
read the magazine twice so she wouldn’t
miss out on anything! Want another idea?
Each Saturday, four adults from Lenexa
choose a couple of farmer’s markets to
bike to and this particular Saturday they
chose Mission along with Merriam, Shawnee and Overland Park. Beth Welsh, one
of the bikers, told me that this particular
route was 31 miles; however, stopping at
each market, purchasing cookies from the
Beachery, and finding items to put in your
little back pack for later, made it a fun trip.
Last year, we introduced you to another idea; a group from Walnut View, calling
themselves the Quadrant. They are four
families who live on Outlook who explore
Johnson Drive — walking from Lamar
to Nall shopping, eating and getting acquainted with the merchants along the
way. In this issue, we introduce you to Mission resident Sid Arenson, an avid cyclist
for more than 50 years who says that Mission’s new Rock Creek Trail is one of our
best-kept secrets, saying it is a really cool
trail. What new physical activities have
you decided to put on your bucket list this
summer? Let us know so we can share it
with our readers.
An easy way to get moving is to visit
the Mission Farmer’s Market every Saturday. You will find all of the colors that the
dietitians tell us to put on our plate — red,

Contents
6

Mission Farm & Flower Market grows in
second year

10 Tasty Nuggets Granola provides tasty treats
11 The Beachery brings island flavors
to Mission
14 1950s home undergoes unusual
renovation
20 Community Bulletin Board
25 City Newsletter
yellow, orange, blue, and green. While
you are at the market you can pick up a
Sanibel cookie, a Tasty Nugget or a strawberry/rhubarb homemade pie to enjoy
while browsing through this issue of our
Mission Magazine.
As we are still celebrating Mission’s
birthday, we have included two stories
about our Mission homes; one built in 1950
and recently remodeled; the other constructed in 1955 where the original owners
still reside. For an interesting side-note;
read Bob and Doris Legler’s tip on finding
out the age of your home! (Page 35)
There is so much to see and do in our
“wonderful” city. Please let us know if you
have discovered things we haven’t. We
have heard you express your pride, as well
as shown us your love for Mission. Thank
you for sharing your stories with us.
Enjoy.

ON THE COVER:
The Mission Farm & Flower Market is open for
business from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., every Saturday
from May to the end of September. Jeff Bingman
grows an array of produce to sell at the market.
Here he tells Mission resident Geri Compton
about some of his freshly grown tomatoes.
There is a variety of vendors that will be serving
up home grown products all summer long.
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look at the Mission Police Department
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city and changing times
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It’s Not Puzzling Why
Residents Love Mission Square.

OPEN
HOUSE
July 13 or
August 10

Here are the words our residents
associate with the community:
DINING
CARE
COMMUNITY
STORAGE
INDEPENDENT
LOCATION
NEIGHBORHOOD
QUALITY
HOME

CLEAN
HAPPY
EXCELLENT
FREEDOM
SAFE
AWESOME
LIFESTYLE
FUN
STAFF

BEST
FRIENDS
FAMILY
SOCIAL
SECURITY
GARAGE
VALUE
DRIVERS

CRSA - Mission Square

10 a.m.

Please RSVP

6220 Martway Street
Mission, Kansas 66202

913-403-8200
mission-square.com
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Mission Farm & Flower Market

grows in second year

I

BY KRIS BAKER • PHOTOS BY KRISTIN MCCOPPIN, SCOTT FISHMAN & ALYSON ANGELL

It’s market season and every Saturday morning there is a fresh
farmer’s market on the scene that is drawing attention and crowds to
Johnson Drive.
After a successful debut last year, the Mission Farm & Flower Market has returned with more vendors, along with the same hometown
atmosphere that has established this as a unique destination among
the area farmer’s markets. Everyone involved — from the vendors to
the staff and community advisory committee members — has been
working hard to make the Mission Market a fun and friendly place.
On this day, positioned at the information booth, Market Manager
Emily Randel is quick to answer any question and help shoppers explore the market. She works for the city and is one of the market’s organizers.
“We are excited for our second year. We have been really busy getting more vendors, making sure that there is produce, eggs and other
essential things that a good farmer’s market needs. We are improving
the site and trying to make this summer even better,” Randel commented
Market coordinator, Alyson Angell, noted that the market is continually looking to expand but now has “a strong group of vendors.”
“The farmers want a sustainable location with lots of people and that

is what we are working on. It’s fun to look around and see all the fruits,
vegetables, honey and everything. This market has been awesome.”
The market runs every Saturday from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. until the end
of September, and is located on the south side of Johnson Drive between Reeds and Maple streets.
Although the market site was never intended to host a farmer’s market, the benefits of being right in the middle of downtown have been really profound. The market has great visibility with passing traffic; shoppers can pop in neighboring stores on their way to and from the market,
and it creates another reason for people from around the area to come to
the heart of Mission every week. Also, the market site benefits from the
beautiful grassy area, which is perfect for lounging and listening to live
music that contributes to the festive mood. Visitors are encouraged to
bring blankets and lawn chairs and stay a while.
During the 2016 season, close to 15 vendors are expected at the
market every week, up from an average of nine in 2015. One of those
vendors is Jeff Bingman, who brings a large assortment of produce
from Spring Hill, Kansas, including tomatoes, strawberries, carrots,
zucchinis and beets.
“The market staff recruited me,” Bingman answered when
asked how he got involved in the Mission Market. “We are here for
- Continuted on page 8
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Discover The
Welstone Lifestyle

Welcov
Come
hearHealthcare
all about us!
Tuesday, July 12 • Thursday, July 21
Thursday, August 11 • Wednesday, August 17
2:00 p.m.

Bring your family and friends and see for yourself why our independent seniors
love their new, easy-going lifestyle:
• No buy in or community fees
• Elegant apartment homes
• Full kitchen; washer and dryer
• Gourmet anytime dining

• Housekeeping and linen service
• Engaging activities and social events
• On-site fitness club with full-time
wellness coach

Space is limited and will fill quickly. Kindly RSVP 913-671-2627.

6050 Broadmoor Street • Mission, KS 66202
913-671-2627 • TheWelstone.com
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- Continuted from page 6
the whole summer and sales are going well. We have had a lot of
positive feedback, which I think comes from providing a good, quality product to customers. We certainly like it here; it does have that
neighborhood feel.”
Kevin Lynch of Sugar Rush Treat Boutique, one of the original vendors, sells gourmet popcorn and other sweets.
“The market has been very good to us. After the response we had last
year, we knew we should come back this summer.”
Everyone has their favorite stops and for many it’s The Jelly Man Bob
Bradwell. Besides his jellies, he takes custom orders for homemade pies.
And when they can find them, they even have gooseberry pies on the
menu.
“When someone asks for something, we do our best to get it,” Bob’s
wife Jeanne shared. “He (Bob) has been making his jelly a long time and
we like bringing it here and sharing it with people.”
Thanks to the convenient location, many people walk or bike to the
Mission Market. Tim Gift, a Mission police officer, says he likes to stop by
and let people know there is a police presence nearby.
“The market is really good for the community,” notes Officer Gift. “It
brings everyone together and that is nice to see.”
Back by popular demand are food trucks including several favorites
from last year: Plantain District, Sweet Caroline’s Ice Box and Fish R
Us. Among the new food trucks and other ready-to-eat options are KC
Pinoy (Filipino meat and rice dishes and dumplings), Pigtails and Olives
Above: The Jelly Man Bob Bradwell and his wife Jeanne bring strawberries,
spinach, their homemade jellies and more to the Mission Farm & Flower Market
every Saturday.
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(comfort food with a rotating menu) and Blazing Cattles BBQ (ribs and
pulled pork sandwiches).
In addition, Twisted Sisters Coffee Shop is once again offering free
coffee to guests who visit the information tent. The coffee is a helpful
way to perk up sleepy shoppers right when they arrive, and provides a
good chance for conversation (if the caffeine has kicked in already) with
the market ambassadors who volunteer each week at the tent.
Besides building community, Randel reported the ultimate goal for
the Mission Farm & Flower Market is for people to have a reliable place
to stock up on produce and quality staples, such as eggs and honey, for
the week. Some people come every week especially for a fresh wildflower bouquet. The market also specializes
in sweet treats and baked items.
Back at the information booth,
Randel continues to direct customers.
She motions along the rows
of tents. “Spend some time here;
it’s a lot of fun.”
To learn more about the
market or to volunteer for a
shift at the information tent,
email market@missionks.org.

w
meecchheecckkoouuttoouurrnneew
CCoom
iallss
inkkssppeeccia
meerrddrrin
mm
ssuum

The Bar

2 Locations
The Bar
6101 Johnson Dr.,
Mission, KS 66202
913-387-4033

All Day Drink Specials

Come enjoy

Bar West
facebook.com/DirectComputerOutlet
savings
happy hour Seefor exclusive
our website for more details
7174 Renner Rd.
Shawnee, KS 66217
913-248-9378

Happy Hour/Food & Drink
Specials 2-6PM

on our huge patio!!!!

www.thebarkc.com
Like us on Facebook

2 Metro Area Locations
PC & Mac
Sales & Service
Buy • Sell • Trade

6114 Johnson Dr
Mission, KS (913) 217-7098
11449 Strang Line RD
Lenexa, KS (913) 345-4819

We offer full repair service of any brand or
model of computer or laptop at the lowest prices.
We will evaluate your computer to let you know
if it’s worth repairing.
•Broken Screen replacement
•Apple iPad & iPhone Repair
•DC Jack Repair
•OS Reinstall
•Motherboard Replacement
•Hard Drive Replacement
•Virus, Malware & Spyware Removal
•We can fix any computer problem
•Free Computer Recycling
•We take trade ins & will buy your computer or

Direct Computer Outlet

laptop for top dollar even if you don't but one from us

Laptops from $79
Gaming Desktops from $399
Macbooks from $149
Macbook Pros from $399
iMacs from $149
Android Tablets from $39
Apple iPads from $159
DirectComputerOutlet.com

Like us on

Back to School
Special #1

Back to School
Special #2

Dell Core i7 Laptop
16 GB Ram
500 GB Hard Drive
1 GB nVidia Graphics
14” Screen
$369

Apple iMac 20”
Intel Core 2 Duo
4 GB Ram
OSX El Capitan
Wireless KB & Mouse
$299

facebook.com/DirectComputerOutlet for exclusive savings
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Tasty Nuggets
GRANOLA

is providing new,
easy ways to enjoy granola

Rachel Feldkamp was looking for a project she could really sink her
teeth into. She loved to bake and she wanted to make Christmas gifts
for friends and co-workers. She also loved granola and always believed
it could be eaten in a more convenient snack form. So she decided her
new project would be devising a recipe where the granola would stay
together to be eaten as a nugget.
“When making granola they always tell you to keep stirring, but I
just stopped,” Feldkamp explained. Through trial and error, she eventually worked out the recipe. “I played around with adding different ingredients and flavors until I came up with something I feel is really special.”
That’s when Tasty Nuggets Granola was born. As she worked up
different flavors, she even decided to use fresh ingredients including
fresh honey made from bees her father raises, which proved to be a
real boon. In addition, Rachel also added her secret weapon, coldpressed coconut oil.
The tasty nuggets proved to be such a hit with her friends and family, that they encouraged Feldkamp to start selling her creations.
“My friends were very supportive, pushing me to get it out there,” she
said. “And it has gone well. When we first came to the Mission Farmer’s
Market we brought 30 bags, and by 11 a.m. we were sold out. The next
week we brought 40 and they sold out. So we decided to continue with
the booth and up our supply.”
Feldkamp’s husband Seth works alongside her at home and in the
booth and has been hands on with the business since the beginning. In
fact, it was her husband who first inspired Feldkamp to bake.
“We were dating and I wanted to make him something so I was
going to make pancakes. When he saw the box of instant mix he
asked ‘what was that?’ He had only had pancakes made from scratch,
10 •
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so that is how I started making them. And from there, my love of
baking just grew.”
Every batch of Tasty Nuggets Granola is completely handmade in
the Feldkamps’ home. For the recipes that use almonds, Rachel takes
the time to halve each almond herself. Together the couple begins
working on the granola as soon as they get home from their fulltime jobs in the evening.
One batch takes about an hour and a half to make and produces
enough for six bags; their goal is to make three batches a night. They
then bag everything themselves and get them ready to take to market.
The Feldkamps, wearing their matching aprons, are at the Mission Farm
& Flower Market every Saturday chatting and answering questions
about Tasty Nuggets.
“The Mission Market is definitely a relaxed atmosphere and fun
place to go to,” Seth expressed. “We love doing anything for Mission, and
there is a good vibe at the market. People are friendly and ready to talk,
and not in such a rush.”
The Mission Market is currently the only farmer’s market the Feldkamps attend and the main way they sell their granola. They believe
they have found their niche here, with a product unlike anything else.
They currently have three flavors: original, chocolate and chai chia.
“I try and use the best quality ingredients, and be organic whenever
possible,” Rachel commented. “And there are a lot of ways to eat these.
My favorite is the original with yogurt, but what is fun is when people
come up to us and tell us pairings that we never even thought of. The
other day someone told me they had the chocolate with a glass of wine.
I’m glad people are giving us all these new ideas.”
To find all the ingredients and flavors for Tasty Nuggets Granola, go
to their website at www.tastynuggetsgranola.com.

Top Left: Since Rachel Feldkamp started her company, Tasty Nuggets Granola, her
tasty treats have been selling out at the Mission Market. Above: Tasty Nuggets
Granola offers three ﬂavors, Chocolate, Original and Chai Chia.

A little bit of
the island life comes
to Mission with
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Life is a beach, or it can feel a little closer to that after sampling some
of the offerings from The Beachery-Island Bakery. The Beachery is a
bakery business that features made from scratch island-style cookies,
cakes, popcorn and more. The delectable delights come with such sweet
names as Aloha Kama Cakes and Lava Krunch Popcorn.
The Beachery sprang from the mind of Mission resident Kathy Fullerton, who has a strong connection with islands, in particular Hawaii.
Fullerton’s husband’s mother was born in Maui, her sister in Honolulu
and as an adult, for a little more than two years Fullerton lived in Kailua
on the island of Oahu. She and her family travel frequently back to Hawaii as well as other beach spots.
“We heard of a bakery on Maui called Broke Da Mouth Bakery, which
means ‘really good,’” recalls Fullerton. “There they had something called
the Queen Emma Cake, which was the inspiration for our Aloha Cake. I
started adapting some of my own ideas to do something really different
to bring here and I found it. The island flavors work well together and
really stand out in Kansas.”
Fullerton had worked for 26 years as a graphic designer at Sprint.
She had been looking to get into the food industry and when she ended
her time at Sprint last December, she was able to commit full-time to
her island bakery idea.
“The timing was perfect. After being a graphic designer I could still
have my creative outlet, but now it was through baking. And I like working on my own schedule.”
In the last five months Fullerton has been learning the ins and outs
of running her own bakery, including where to get her supplies and
equipment. She adds the fillings and other preparations for her cookies and cakes in the kitchen at Twisted Sisters Coffee Shop. She does her
baking on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and the packaging on Thursdays
and Fridays.
“I have gotten a crash course,” Fullerton laughed. “Once I was baking
in my oven and the racks were tilted. I didn’t realize it and all the ingredients spilled out. It was a mess, but a good lesson. There were many more
disasters before we really got it down.”

Fullerton says she has had some good help overcoming obstacles
and getting The Beachery running. Her husband Kevin’s Mission business, Springboard Creative, does all her branding. Her daughter, Lisa
Geraghty, helps with The Beachery’s Facebook page and her grandson,
Collin Brustad, drew her sign and put together a tropical playlist to help
with the ambiance at her booth at the market.
With its bright colors, The Beachery booth stands out at the Mission
Market. As soon as she heard about the market, she wanted to be a part
of it.
“I was nervous when I started, because I had never sold anything before,” said Fullerton in reference to the market. “But everyone has made
it so easy, people want to talk. I really appreciate how supportive the city
and the customers have been. The vendors all get along, it’s like a little,
happy family. Now Saturday mornings are like my social hour.”
Fullerton says one day she would like to have a store front to sell her
lemon and lime Sanibel cookies, King’s Krunch Popcorn and the rest of
the bakery’s goodies. Until then she is happy to sell exclusively at the
Mission Market.
“I want to give someone a little taste of summer. The goal is, that
when someone comes
to our booth or bites into
one of our cookies, it
feels like they are taking
a little 15-minute vacation.”
To see some of what
The Beachery offers, go
online to their Facebook
page at facebook.com/
beacherybakery.

Top Right: Hit the beach at The Beachery, Kathy Fullerton’s baking business
that brings island ﬂavors to the inland, specifically Mission, Kansas.
JUNE / JULY 2016
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Meet Megan,
and find out how
she met her new
primary care doctor.

1

Ruth Burke SMMC

Last year, Megan made a made a healthy discovery:
Barre fitness workouts. Today, she made a new one.
She discovered that MyHealthKC.com can help her
find the primary care doctor she deserves.

2

After answering a few, quick questions about her
health care preferences and lifestyle, Megan received
a list of highly qualified doctors in the Shawnee
Mission Health network who match her needs.

3

Turns out, Dr. Sturich-Cummins is the
doctor who Megan feels best about.
(And her office is just minutes from
Megan’s apartment!)
Jennifer Sturich-Cummins, MD

It’s a match made in health care.
12 •
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Mission Pet Mart
Puppies • Small Animals • Fresh, Marine & Tropical Fish • Birds
Reptiles • All Natural Pet Food • Complete Line of Pet Supplies
Doggy Daycare • Boarding • Grooming
6900 Martway Street • Mission, Kansas 66202 • 913-236-PETS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Yellow Lab Imaging

JUNE / JULY 2016
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Ani and Steve Renz in the kitchen of
their newly remodeled home.

1950s HOME UNDERGOES
unusual renovation
Remodeled Countryside house allows family to remain in
Mission among friends, neighbors and a walk-friendly community

A

BY LINDA FRIEDEL • PHOTOS BY KRISTIN MCCOPPIN / POND PHOTOGRAPHY

After living in their 1950s ranch-style home for seven years, Ani and
Steve Renz needed a change.
Their family had expanded and they were outgrowing their home.
While they needed more space, they did not want to leave longtime
neighbors in Mission or pull up the roots they had planted in the community. So instead of selling their house and relocating, the Renzes decided to stay and remodel.
“We wanted more living space,” explained Steve. “We were looking
to raise a family here.”

14 •
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Steve’s father, who had a business in Mission, originally recommended the Countryside neighborhood to the couple, saying the
homes there held their value well. The couple took his advice and
bought a three-bedroom home on 61st Terrace in 2005. It was just what
they wanted. The bathrooms and kitchen had been updated by a previous owner. The trees were mature and there was a spacious backyard,
where Ani, who was pregnant at the time, pictured her children playing
in the backyard.
“Now we recognize how lucky we are to be here,” Steve said. “The

styles of the houses are unique.”
In 2013 the Renzes had their house renovated, expanding the square
footage from 1,800 to 2,900 without changing the structure’s footprint.
At the same time, they gave new meaning to the term “gutting” a house.
The middle of the house was completely demolished. In that spot they
built a basement and constructed a spacious kitchen and family room,

Sara Kelloway
Mary Kay

covered deck and backyard porch. In the parts of the structure that remained standing, they added another bedroom, a bathroom and second story with a cozy children’s area.
Because the remodel was so extensive, the family had to move off the
premise for eight months, something Ani explained was worth the wait.
- Continuted on page 16

From vintage to a little bit of everything…
gifts for you and your home!
913-515-4941• 5622 Johnson
Dr., Mission, KS 66202
Sweet
Annies
Tues-Fri.: 10am to 5pm • Sat: 9 am to 5 pm

JUNE / JULY 2016
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- Continuted from page 15
“We love it,” she commented. “We love the space. We
love the newness.”
The Renzes intentionally blended old and new elements in
their renovations. They kept the original front room, but updated it with a new fireplace and bookshelves. They maintained
two of the original bedrooms on the main level, but added a
mudroom with a washer and dryer nearby. The kitchen features
a built-in island, a refrigerator that recesses into the wall and a
walk-in pantry.
One of their favorite features in their renovated home is the
front porch. That’s the spot where they gather to watch the kids
dart back and forth from one another’s yards.
Because of the structural changes, Steve noted that there is
no other house in the neighborhood that looks like theirs. Yet
they were able to keep the character of the house intact, allowing it to add to the older neighborhood’s charm.
Remodeling and staying in Mission meant the Renzes’ children can still bike to the park or the swimming pool in the summer. The family can walk to the hardware store together or grab
an ice cream cone at a nearby ice cream parlor.
“It’s just a nice walking community,” Ani said. “It’s a safe
space for kids. That’s a big deal. We’re so close to everything.”
16 •
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Avelluto’s Italian Delight
RESTAURANT • PIZZERIA • DELI
MON-SAT 11AM-9PM | SUN 12PM-7PM

6522 Martway • Mission, KS 66202

913-262-7564
AVELLUTO’S ITALIAN DELIGHT IN 2016

Every time there’s been a downturn in the economy, business at Avelluto’s
Italian Delight has grown. People know they can eat well, maybe get a beer or
glass of wine, and don’t have to leave a tip. It’s a good meal at a price that won’t
break the bank.
In fact, Italian Delight’s revenue has increased 80 percent since 2007.
“James and I have complete control over everything,” John said. “We make
everything ourselves.”
That means if you want your pizza with a little more char, they can do it.
The restaurant is all about serving authentic Italian food in a family
atmosphere.
Longtime employee Billy McGill has worked with the Avellutos since the
original restaurant opened in the Indian Springs Shopping Center and can attest
to the family atmosphere.
“I’ve been with them so long I feel like I’m part of the family,” he said.
“They are great people. Their father was great and the sons are, too.”
And you will more than likely see John and his wife Patti and James and his
wife Melissa — and maybe some of their kids — working at Avelluto’s Italian
Delight on any given day.
“We are just like everybody else. We want people to feel like they are at
home,” said Melissa Avelluto, who has been working at the restaurant since her
son was 4 months old. He’s now 22.
For more information about the restaurant regarding catering or carryout,
please call 913-262-7564. You can also learn more at italiandelightmission.com.

Avelluto’s Italian Deli

JOHN AVELLUTO IS CLOSE TO
MAKING HIS 1,000,000TH PIZZA!!!
THE RECIPIENT OF THIS
PIZZA WILL WIN A FREE PIZZA
EVERY WEEK FOR A YEAR!!!
STAY TUNED FOR UPDATES
ON HOW CLOSE HE IS!

10% OFF
Entire Order

Avelluto’s

HAPPY 65TH
BIRTHDAY TO THE
CITY OF MISSION!
We have enjoyed 33
years here!

Avelluto’s Italian Delight
Expires 8/30/16

10% OFF
Entire Order

Avelluto’s
Avelluto’s Italian Delight
Expires 8/30/16

JUNE / JULY 2016
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17 HD Flatscreen TVs
Darts | Shuffleboard & Foosball | Skeeball
Party Room Available
Open Air/Covered Patio with TVs
(you’ll be on the patio BUT out of the elements)
• Happy Hour MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-6pm
• SPRING HOURS: Sun-Fri 1pm-2am, Sat 11pm-2am

Sully’s Pub

Live Trivia with Geeks Who Drink

Every Tuesday from 7-9pm

Sully’s is THE BEST PLACE to
watch Royals & Sporting KC!
Open EVERYDAY

5436 Johnson Drive, Mission, Kansas
(913) 403-9777 | www.sullyskc.com

Mission Kitchen & Bath
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Creating Beautiful Home & Office
Environments since 1983

Floors & Walls

Pond Photo

Featuring Custom

• Free Estimates
Area Rugs
• Material & Installation
• Hardwoods (New & Refinish),
5834 Johnson Dr Mission KS
• Tile, Vinyl, Laminate
(913) 353-6471

Tipsy
10% Off

Wine & Spirits

KC Cupcake

Some restrictions. Does
not apply to the sale of
any beer. Exp. 08/31/16.

6840 Johnson Drive • 913-262-9898
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In 1952, Mission
purchased its
first new police
car for $1,671.
The first swimming
pool in Mission
cost approximately
$120,000.

Mission Bulletin Board
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$

2 OFF

UPS GROUND
SHIPPING
Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 08/31/16.

$

5 OFF
UPS AIR
SERVICE

Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 08/31/16.

3¢ UPS29¢

B/W COPIES

COLOR COPIES

(self service)
Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 08/31/16.

Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 08/31/16.

8 1/2 x 11, 20# White
Paper, Single-Sided

8 1/2 x 11, 28# White
Paper, Single-Sided

5400 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS 66205

(913) 722-1146

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2923
Email your print jobs to: store2923@theupsstore.com
Mail Boxes, Etc., Inc. is a UPS® company. The UPS Store® locations are independently owned and operated
by franchisees of Mail Boxes, Etc., Inc. in the USA and by its master licensee and its franchisees in Canada.
Services, pricing and hours of operation may vary by location. Copyright © 2016 Mail Boxes, Etc., Inc.

Have You Tried the BEST Salsa in KC?
6508 Martway • 913.362.4921
Located 1/2 Block West of Martway and Lamar
www.salsagrillkc.com

Salsa BuyGrill
One Entrée

Get One Free

With purchase of two beverages
Limit 1 Coupon. Not Valid on specials or take outs. Expires 08/31/16

Try one of our

daily food and drink specials:
$2.75 House Margaritas and
BARBACOA pork tacos or burrito on Monday,
Taco Tuesday with $2.50 domestic longnecks
or Burrito Plate Wednesday $6.25

9
1
y
a
M
g
n
i
n
e
p
O

th

HyVee Mission
Mission

Shop your local Mission Hy-Vee!
• Open 24 hours, 7 days a week • In-Store Bakery • Catering for all your needs •
• Pharmacy • Beautiful Floral Department • Caribou Coffee • Sushi made fresh daily •
• Health Market • Hundreds of Fuel Saver Items •

6655 Martway • Mission, KS • 913-831-4447 • www.Hy-Vee.com
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C & D CARPET AND
WATER RESTORATION
Insured & Bonded | OPEN 24/7
Northeast’s Johnson County’s #1 Carpet Cleaner!
Also offering services in:
Tile Cleaning | Upholstery Cleaning | Water Restoration
Offering Commercial Cleaning
Hotels and retirement homes/nursing homes.
We use a carpet cleaner that dries in 30 minutes!
Perfect for your clients.

C&D
Carpet

We guarantee our work and will match any
commercial bid! Sign a 5 year contract,
we will GUARANTEE your price for 5 years!!!!!

5960 Barkley St. Mission, KS 66202

913-236-6886

HOURS: Mon-Sat 8-7 • Sun 8-5

www.diamondfinishwash.com
EXTERIOR ONLY SPECIAL

5

$

$50 Off

Any Service
of $250 or more

Reg. $7

Basic Exterior Wash includes: Towel dry and door jams wiped
down. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 08/31/16.

Not good with any other offer. No cash value. Expires 8/30/16.

Please call today for a FREE ESTIMATE at

913-291-0453

DIAMOND 1 PROFESSIONAL DETAIL

Diamond
%
OFF
25Finish

Complete interior shampoo, all floor mats, carpeting, upholstered seats,
or clean & conditions leather seats. All interior vinyl is cleaned &
conditioned. See cashier for more details. Over-sized charge may apply.
Not valid with any other offers. Expires 08/31/16.

Family
F
amily operated for over 30 years!
5818 Johnson Dr • Mission, KS
(N.E. corner of Woodson and Johnson Drive)

913-362-3663 • WWW.FIREWOKRESTAURANT.COM

Firewok

Springfield Cashew Nut Chicken Available
Monday to Friday
Lunch 11am to 2:30pm • Dinner 5pm to 8:30pm

7.29 LUNCH

$

OR

8.99DINNER

$

(Buffet including
beverage)
Dine-in only. One Coupon per table.
Not valid with any other offers or
punchcards. Expires 08/31/16 (MM9)

BUY 1 ADULT DINNER BUFFET

GET 2ND 1/2 OFF

10 OFF

$

HAND WAX

Reg. $49.95

Includes a hand wax. Additional Charge for larger vehicles.
Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 08/31/16.

FULL SERVICE SPECIAL

$5 OFF

MON to THURSDAY ONLY
(NOT VALID ON FRIDAYS)

Superior Diamond Wash

Dine in only. Not valid w/any
other offers or punch cards.
Expires 07/29/16 (MM9)

Includes basic full service wash, plus wheel cleaner, white wall scrub,
underbody wash, clearcoat protectant, triple clearcoat polish, tire dressing
& machine mat cleaning. Additional charge for larger vehicles. Over-sized
charge may apply. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 08/31/16.
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Landscaping • Tree Service & Removal
Lawn Maintenance • Commercial Snow Removal

Good only at these locations:

Integrated
ReceiveLawn
20 off
Design & Installation

%

landscaping with this coupon.

Integrated Lawn & Tree. Exp. 8/30/2016

(913) 428-6126 (voice/text)
integratedlawnandtree@gmail.com
www.integratedlawntree.com

Licensed & Insured

Ethan Matt,
Owner

1. 3395 Main St
Kansas City, MO 64111
(816) 561-7176
(816) 561-7177 fax

3. 705 SE Melody Ln
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063
(816) 524-5515
(816) 524-7504 fax

2. 5910 Johnson Dr
Mission, KS 66202
(913) 362-7700

4. 3801 S M 291 Hwy
Lee’s Summit, MO 64082
(913) 537-9851

BUY A SMALL
COFFEE & GET 2
DONUTS FREE

BUY ONE DOZEN
DONUTS GET 6
DONUTS FREE

Good at participating locations only.
Must have coupon at time of purchase.
Expires 08/31/16. A donut is anything
with a whole. Specialities not included.

Good at participating locations only.
Must have coupon at time of purchase.
Expires 08/31/16. A donut is anything
with a whole. Specialities not included.

Lamars
Donuts

©2016 Lamar’s Donuts Inc.

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 11AM TO 2PM

FULL SLAB SPECIALS
GOOD ANY DAY

$16.99

REG. $19.29. COUPON EXPIRES 08/30/16

Johnny;s BBQ

We cater all holiday
parties and celebrations...
including assorted hickory smoked meats
and delicious house made side dishes.

Call for Special Pricing and Prices
Good For Mission Location Only

Real hickory smoked
meats since 1978.

MISSION: 5959 BROADMOOR • MISSION, KS 66202 • 913.432.0777
OLATHE: 1375 W. HIGHWAY 56 • OLATHE, KS 66061 • 913.768.0777
JOHNNYSBBQKC.COM • INFO@JOHNNYSBBQ.COM
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Parks and Recreation Master Plan Completed

O

ver the past year, City representatives,
residents and the public worked with a
consulting team from Confluence Landscape
Architecture & Urban Design to develop a
Parks Master Plan. Mission’s Master Plan is
intended to guide the City’s resource allocation
and decision-making for parks and recreation
services over the next 5-10 years. The plan
includes recommendations on how to maintain
and enhance outdoor parks, recreation facilities
such as the pool and the community center, and
other recreation programs.
The project’s steering committee and the
consulting team collected data on the current
condition of our parks and facilities, held public open houses, and met with prospective user
groups. Additionally, information was collected

through two citizen surveys. As a part of the
process, a new Mission Statement for the parks
and recreation department was created.

“To enrich the quality of
life for residents of Mission
and surrounding areas by
fostering a strong sense of
community and providing a
variety of multi-generational
activities that promote
healthy lifestyles.”
The plan includes an extensive list of recommendations grouped in five areas: financial,

facility, program, operations and management,
and miscellaneous. All address at least one, if
not more, of seven “Big Ideas” identified as the
group developed new mission and vision statements. The “Big Ideas” include: economics,
connection, programming, visibility, sustainability, health, and population.
The Master Plan will help the Parks and Recreation Commission, City Council and staff in
prioritizing and programming available financial resources to accomplish specific goals and
objectives. This flexible, living document will
be reviewed annually to evaluate our progress
and to ensure we are meeting the community
vision for parks and recreation. A complete
copy of the Parks Master Plan, is available on
the City’s website at www.missionks.org.

New Pet Regulations
Approved by City Council

F

ollowing several months of discussion,
Mission’s City Council approved several
changes to the City’s animal control ordinance.
At the top of the list is a change in the number
of pets allowed per single-family residence.
The new ordinance allows residents to have up
to three dogs or three cats with no more than a
total of four combined. Pets do not need to be
registered with the City, but rabies vaccinations
are required for any dog or cat over four months
of age. To view the full animal control ordinance,
visit www.missionks.org - click on the “Codes and
Ordinances” tab followed by the “New Laws” tab.

Kenny York, who recently retired from the Public Works Department a�ter 37 years of service, is congratulated by Mayor Schowengerdt and Public Works Director John Belger during his retirement reception.
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D

ear Friends and Neighbors,
We’re half way through
summer and our Mission Market
is thriving! Each week we see more
residents and visitors stopping
to shop for fresh fruits and
vegetables, flowers, and a variety
of other items,
while enjoying
local musicians
and food trucks.
This is just our
second year, but
it continues to
grow. You can
help make sure
our
Mission
Farm and Flower
Market remains
a
Saturday
morning staple in Mission. When
considering where to shop for
fresh, local items, come to our
market first. I think you will
find that we have everything
you need right here in your own
neighborhood. “Shop Local” at
the Market and all our Mission
businesses.
During the summer months,
the City Council is focused on
establishing the budget for the
upcoming year. In addition to
their regular committee meetings,
they have met in worksessions
to discuss the budget, and will
be holding a Budget Community
Dialogue on July 20th at 6:00
p.m. at Mission City Hall. This
is an opportunity for you to find
out more about our budget and
share your ideas. Following-up
on the recommendations of the
Community Center Task Force, the
Parks and Recreation Department
continues to work toward
increasing their self-sufficiency.
They have done a great job in
continuing to offer a wide variety
N2
2
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of programs and activities for all
of our residents, while looking
at new and innovative ways to
improve cost effectiveness. I am
proud of the work they are doing
in response to the task force’s
recommendations.
An issue that
you may be hearing about is the
“Tobacco 21” effort
to raise the age to
purchase cigarettes to 21 years
old. Smoking at
age 18 would still
be legal. The City
Council recently
considered this
issue and decided to not move forward with any changes to Mission’s
laws regarding the age to purchase
cigarettes. They considered the
difference between the age to
purchase and the age to smoke,
enforcement, and the personal responsibility that adulthood brings.
In June, the City Council did add
E-cigarettes to our ordinances prohibiting smoking in public. This
new law bans the use of E-cigarettes in those places where smoking is currently prohibited.
Enjoy the remainder of your
summer, and I hope you will plan
to attend the annual Mission
Summer Family Picnic scheduled
for July 9th at Broadmoor Park.
The event begins at 6:00 p.m. with
fireworks at dusk. See you there!
Sincerely,

Steve Schowengerdt
Mayor

Celebration Tree Program

L

ife is full of people and occasions to celebrate - loved ones, weddings,
anniversaries, retirements, or whatever is special to you! Mission’s
Celebration Tree Program offers opportunities to plant a tree in one of
our parks to recognize these important people and moments.
Mission’s Tree Board developed the Celebration Tree Program as
a way to honor people and occasions, while adding to our tree canopy
and beautifying our parks. This program has three donation levels –
each covers the cost of the tree, planting, and ongoing maintenance for
the duration of the tree’s life. Donations are accepted in the following
amounts based on the size of tree requested:
$550 2” caliper tree
$750 3” caliper tree
$2,000 5” caliper tree
An additional donation of $300 will purchase a 9 x 5 cast bronze
plaque to personalize your tree. Space is limited to 150 characters.
Participants in the Celebration Tree Program will receive a
certificate and map of the tree’s location. If you are interested in
participating, please contact Parks & Recreation Director Christy
Humerickhouse for a full listing of tree species and planting locations
available (913-676-8210 or chumerickhouse@missionks.org). All trees
will be planted during the fall and spring.

Dr. Tom Geraghty
Appointed to Ward I Vacancy

Dr. Tom Geraghty, Ward I Councilmember, takes his oath
of office at the June 15th City Council meeting.

O

n June 15th, Mission’s City Council upheld the appointment of
Tom Geraghty to fill a vacant council seat in Ward I. This seat
was previously held by Jason Vaughn, who resigned his position
due to relocating outside of Mission.
Councilmember Geraghty, a long-time resident of Mission,
is a retired surgeon who has been actively involved in many
charitable and volunteer organizations. His term will be to
January 2018. Councilmember Geraghty may be contacted at
tgeraghty@missionks.org

CITY OF MISSION

YOUR City at Work

Mission Police kicked off the summer with free ice cream at
Dips N’ Sips last month.

Public Works Crews are busy throughout the City crack-sealing streets and completing a
variety of maintenance projects during the summer months.

The Mission Family Aquatic Center is enjoying a busy summer.
Parks and Recreation staff make visits to the pool fun and safe.

Captain Dan Madden was awarded the Bronze Medal of Merit by Chief Hadley at the
May 18th City Council Meeting. Captain Madden received this award for his unselfish
actions during an undercover operation related to a fraud investigation.

Tips and Reminders
•

•
•
•

•

Warmer weather means we all need to be more aware of our surroundings when driving, riding our bikes or crossing the street. Don’t hesitate
to activate the flashing beacons when crossing Johnson Drive – they are there to help ensure drivers and bikers are aware of pedestrians, and so
pedestrians can cross safely.
Drivers are required to use their headlights when it is raining. If you have your windshield wipers on, your headlights should also be on.
Are you heading out of town on vacation? Stop by the Mission Police Department to complete a “House Watch Form” so our officers can check on
your home while you’re away.
Don’t leave unattended cars running with the keys in the ignition! We usually think of this as a winter weather issue, but during the hot summer
months, people are tempted to leave their car and AC running. Remember, it is a traffic violation to leave an unattended vehicle running with the
key in the ignition.
Never leave children or pets unattended in a hot car. It takes only a few minutes for temperatures to soar dangerously high.
JUNE / JULY 2016
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Missed Trash Pick-up or Concerns

f your trash or yard waste is
missed on your scheduled
pick-up day, please contact
Deffenbaugh’s
Residential
Customer Service at 913-631-

3300. For those residents whose
trash issues remain unresolved,
contact Mission’s Neighborhood
Services at 913-676-8360.

CHIP SEAL PROGRAM
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN LATE SUMMER

A

s part of the 2016 Street Program, Harbour Construction
will be performing chip seal application later this summer. The
2016 program will include approximately seven lane miles of
chip seal.
Chip seal is a surface treatment
that extends the useful life of
existing streets. The process is
performed in two steps. First, an
asphalt binder is applied directly
to an existing roadway, followed
by a granite aggregate
that is evenly spread on
top of the binder. This
process creates a
seal on the road and
provides a uniform
driving surface. Chip
seal can be driven on as
soon as the aggregate
is spread and rolled in.
Following
the
initial
application,
excess rock is swept

from the road surface.
The
contractor is responsible for two
sweepings, one within 24 hours
of application and another within
a week of application. City staff
follows up as needed for additional
sweeping.
A map showing streets
scheduled for chip seal can
be found on the City website
www.missionks.org or call
Public Works at 913-676-8375
for additional information.

MISSION CITY HALL

6090 Woodson Road, Mission, Kansas 66202
Open Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Phone: 913-676-8350 • Fax: 913-722-1415 • www.missionks.org
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE MEETINGS
1st Wednesday every month, 6:30 p.m.
(overflow business considered on the second Wednesday
of the month as necessary, 6:30 p.m.)
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
3rd Wednesday every month, 7:00 p.m.
COUNCIL WORKSESSIONS
4th Wednesday every month, 7:00 p.m.
All meetings are open to the public.

GOVERNING BODY
SPEND (AND DOUBLE!) YOUR EBT/SNAP
AT THE MISSION MARKET!

T

he Mission Farm and
Flower Market will soon be
accepting EBT/SNAP. Just swipe
your card at the Information Tent
in exchange for tokens you can
spend with the vendors. Mission
is also collaborating with the
region’s Double Up Food Bucks
program, which means every
SNAP dollar you spend (up to
$25) can be matched to buy more
local produce. The program
N4
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brings more healthy food to
tables in our community and
also encourages more shopping
with our local market vendors.
The program is funded
through the USDA’s Food
Insecurity Nutrition Incentive
grant and is coordinated
through Cultivate KC. Please
check missionks.org/market for
the exact start date of the
program (expected mid-June).

Mayor Schowengerdt............................................913-481-3235
City Hall Office.....................................................913-676-8350
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD I
Tom Geraghty ......................................................913-808-8512
Pat Quinn.............................................................913-207-3106
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD II
Arcie Rothrock.....................................................913-568-2872
Nick Schlossmacher..............................................913-788-6425
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD III
Kristin Inman.......................................................816-510-7698
Debbie Kring........................................................913-722-6901
COUNCILMEMBERS WARD IV
Ron Appletoft.......................................................913-677-1706
Suzanne Gibbs......................................................913-671-8564

Red Wing

Runza

6751 Johnson Dr.
Runza® is a registered trademark of Runza® National, Inc.

1

$

OFF ANY
BURGER

Please present this coupon before ordering. Valid at Mission Runza® Restaurant location. One coupon per person or car per
visit. Limit one $1 off offer per coupon. Substitutions, additions and upsizing extra. Not valid with any other coupon or
special discount. Expires September 30, 2016.

INSTRUMENT LESSONS

FOR GUITAR, BASS, DRUMS & KEYBOARDS
Learn to play with one-on-one, weekly,
half-hour lessons from an experienced instructor.

Brothers Music

$110 A MONTH CURRENTLY ENROLLING
WITH FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING:
Day and evening times | Saturday times available

First Month

1/2 Off

For Drum and Keyboard Lessons

FREE GUITAR
with purchase of 3 or more
months of guitar lessons

FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS,

Brothers Music is currently buying
used vinyl records and 45’s.

We are looking for collections of all types and sizes.
If you have records you no longer use, we would love to
take a look! We are knowledgeable, experienced buyers
that will treat both you and your records with respect.
Call or email for more information or to schedule an
appointment with one of our buyers.

913-766-3869

BROTHERSMUSICKC@GMAIL.COM
JUNE / JULY 2016
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COMMUNITY
Citizens Police Academy gives Mission residents
an inside look at the police department
BY KRIS BAKER • PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID MOLOY
On June 2, the Mission Police Department celebrated the graduation of its fifth Citizens Police Academy class. The 10-week program offers Mission residents the opportunity to get a behind-the-scenes look
at how the police department works, as well as get to know the officers
who serve their community.
Police Chief Ben Hadley strongly believes the goal of the academy
is to build stronger relationships with the community and to help
residents see that police officers are no different than anyone else. He
said by working together, the police and the community have the best
chance to deter crime.
“The relationship between a police department and its community
is critical,” explained Chief Hadley. “As we have seen around the country,
a police department can’t be successful without the help of its community. We consider ourselves public servants, and if you ask our officers,

they have a genuine desire to help those who need help.”
The academy focuses on several topics that law enforcement
encounters each day. Tours are given of the dispatch center, adult
detention center and the crime lab. They also have a K-9 demonstration, traffic stop scenarios, self-defense classes, patrol operations,
investigations, field training and DARE. In addition, the participants
visit the police academy to get a first-hand look at impact weapons
(TASER, batons, mace), the driving simulator and the “shoot don’t
shoot” firearms simulator.
The program ends with an award ceremony and dinner thanking
participants for taking the time to learn about the police department.
Once the students graduate, they have the opportunity to “give back,”
helping at events and working side-by-side with the officers.
The hope is that the graduates are ambassadors for the police de-

Above: Police Chief Ben Hadley introduces the curriculum to the most recent class of the Mission Citizens Police Academy.
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Forever Young
Learning Center

PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM

5 4 0 8 W. 5 8 TH TERRA CE, M I S S I O N , K S 6 6 2 0 5
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a
d
Call to
(913)432-3252

For more information, info@foreveryoungcc.com

Serving Children 6 Weeks to 12 Years Old

•
•
•
•

Infant Care: 6 weeks to 24 months
Toddler Care: 2 years to 3 years
Preschool Care: 3 years to 5 years
School Age After School Care:

5 -12 years
• Summer Program
• Offering 24 Hour Care

Forever Young Childcare

Licensed Care • Experienced Caregivers • Meals Included • Home like setting
Small Group Size • Educational Toys & Activities • Minimal TV Viewing
Drop-ins Welcome • Before/After Hours & Weekend Care • 1st, 2nd, 3rd Shifts
Nights & Weekends • 7 Days a Week • Developmental Skills to Prepare for School

$25 OFF Your
Child’s First
Enrollment Fee*

1 Free Week
of Tuition!
*Free week may only be used on
or after the 5th week of enrollment.
Offer valid through August 31, 2016.

*With this coupon only. Offer valid through August 31, 2016.
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- Continuted from page 30
partment and spread what they have learned through the city.
Officers in Mission are trained to “go the extra mile,” according
to Chief Hadley. He believes what sets their program apart are the
employees/officers themselves and their commitment to educate
the community.
“Our efforts in Mission the last two years have been to join our
community in building a great relationship and better city,” Chief
Hadley continued. “The community should know their officers and
that we are doing our best to deter and solve crime. In 2014, the Mission Police Department changed its patch, mission statement, vision and core values. Graduates from our citizen’s academy and our
officers worked together to develop these, setting the foundation
for a successful working relationship. I am very honored to be the
chief of police in such a great community and want you to know that
your police department has some of the finest officers serving its
citizens and visitors.”
The Mission Police Department has other community outreach programs through the year. They include:
Bickford Assisted Living
Officers attend several activities throughout the year, but the biggest is always the Bickford Valentine’s Day Dance. The police department buys roses for all the residents, and the officers enjoy food and
dancing with the residents.
Coffee with a Cop
This is a national program that Mission adopted in the summer of 2015.
Several officers spend time at Twisted Sisters Coffee on Johnson Drive where
visitors can stop in and talk about police work, give a compliment, complain
or just have some coffee. After Mission’s program started, the department
was approached by Doug Gregg at Answer Pro who wanted to sponsor the
events by covering the cost of the coffee. The coffee shop is owned by Sandi
Russell, who is also a graduate of the citizen’s academy.
DARE
Mission has two DARE officers who teach the program each fall at
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Rushton and Highlands Elementary Schools. They also attend school
functions throughout the year.
Tip a Cop
The Mission Police Department teams with Kansas Special Olympics a few times a year for “Tip a Cop” events at local restaurants. Officers in uniform help wait tables; giving their tips to the Kansas Special
Olympics, which is located in Mission.
City Events
At the Mission Summer Family Picnic, Battle of the Brisket BBQ Contest, Bunny Eggstravaganza and other city events, citizens will always
see the police department with a table filled with toys for the kids, vehicles to climb around in and some educational workbooks.
Each year during the city’s summer day camp program at the Sylvester Powell Jr. Community Center, all 180 kids tour the police station
and enjoy lunch cooked by members of the police and public works departments.
Shop with a Cop
In 2015, members of the Mission Police Department took 10 children from local elementary schools shopping at Target for the holidays.
The Police Department and Target covered the costs of the gift cards
used for purchases. After the event, the police officers and the families
went for pizza.
School Auctions
At the local elementary school auctions, the Mission Police Department often donates certificates for a “ride to school in a police car” and
a “pizza party with the police.” At this year’s Rushton Auction, the ride to
school was auctioned off close to $200. These events help benefit each
school’s PTA fundraising efforts.
Below: Citizens attend demonstrations on a variety of police techniques, including
first-hand looks at the use of impact weapons like batons and mace.
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Longtime Mission residents re�lect on city and changing times

A

BY KRIS BAKER • PHOTOS BY CATHY DONOVAN

As longtime Mission residents with deep ties to the community, Bob
and Doris Legler offer a unique perspective on the city. And through photographs, which he calls frozen memories, maps, deeds and stories, they
are able to look back and relive theirs and Mission’s journey through time.
“There is no comparison between then and now,” Bob reflects. “Our
first shop was located at 5509 Johnson Drive and there was nothing but
gravel in front. Every time the bus went by we got nothing but dust in our
shop.”
Sitting at his kitchen table, Bob is surrounded by photographs and
documents about the history of Mission and Johnson County. On one
map he points to the Strang Line Road, which was an important throughway that made Mission a central location.
“The main hub of northeast Johnson County was Mission, not Overland Park, it was Mission. They called Overland Park a campground, you
would spend the night there on the way to Olathe. Mission was where all
the businesses were. This is where you came to shop and do business. And
it was because of the Strang Line Road.”
Another road had a big difference at the time.
“When I came to Mission, there was a cattle crossing going across Barkley Street and 50 Highway,” Bob laughed. “The cattle would cross right
there over the highway.”
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On the same map, he points to Lamar Avenue, which was then known
as Kansas City Avenue. The Leglers were among the first residents to build
a home near there in 1955 and watched the houses and streets build up
around them. They liked the location so much, they still live there.

A portrait of Two Photographers

Bob and Doris each received a camera when they were 11 years old.
Though they did not know it, or each other at the time, that initial camera
started them both on a career in photography. Bob was born in Lenexa
in 1925, the great-grandson of Adam Legler, who built the Legler Barn in
1864. Doris was born that same year in Topeka. Photography would eventually lead them to each other, but not until after war shook the world.
When she was old enough, Doris joined the Navy during World War II
and spent a year and a half at the Anacostia Naval Facility in Washington,
D.C. There she transcribed cards that documented naval inventory of men
and machinery into IBM’s new tabulating machines. This experience let
Doris know clerical work was not for her.
Meanwhile Bob had joined the Marines when he was 17, and had
traveled across the South Pacific during the war. Though a soldier, Bob
made sure to keep his camera by his side. Whenever there was a break in
the conflict, he was able to step back and see the beauty in a place, even as
so much violence was going on. In order to develop his photos, Bob even
built a darkroom at the end of his tent.
After the war Bob and Doris both returned home, each enrolling in
the Caulk School of Photography located in Westport. In fact, Bob was the
school’s first graduate. It was there that they met.

They worked well together and, according to Bob, “Doris was
good at the art and I was good at the mechanics of photography.”
“So we had to open the studio together. It made perfect
sense,” Doris added.
In June of 1947 Bob and Doris got married.
In 1951 the couple moved their shop from Johnson Drive to
5907 Woodson, where they were the first occupant in the offices
built there, and received an early, important job taking yearbook
photos for Shawnee Mission North. His alma mater, Bob says his
success with the school’s football team may have helped him get
the job. Legler Photography took the yearbook photos for SM
North for 1952 and 1953. For all that hard work, the yearbooks
were dedicated to them. As Bob recalls, this is when their reputation would grow.
“After the school work, we just got wedding after wedding
after wedding. We were doing them every weekend. There is no
way to know how many. Word of mouth was spreading. Parents
knew we would make their children look good on their big day.
We became known for that. Doris was good at dealing with the
people, I would set everything up. We never hired anyone, it was
just the two of us and a lot of hard work.”
Over the years they would also take photos for the Kansas
City Chiefs, Southwestern Bell and other big name metro businesses. Besides their studio they also ran a darkroom at their
home.
Bob knew it was time to retire in 1998, when he went to pick up
the camera for a wedding and it was too heavy for him to move. So
he decided to hang up the photography business for good.

A Portrait of a City

Bob pulls out the deed for the home he is sitting in, a home
he built in 1955. He had bought the approximately 1-acre lot four
years earlier and it came with a small “mother-in-law” house
built on it. At that time the lot and small house cost $3,500. It
cost $11,000 to build the bigger house on the property; they kept
the smaller house, too.
“When we came here there was nothing but weeds and
chicken feathers. Across the street was a well that the Indians
and settlers used, and it still draws water today.”
Bob and Doris have learned a lot about Mission, including
a way to tell the age of very old houses. According to Doris the
foundations of homes built in the 1930s are made of stone.
“Our son was revamping a garage in Mission, and there was a
stone based basement. He busted through one of the walls and
found a penny in the wall that was from 1935. The builders would
put the coins in the foundation so people would be able to tell
the year the house was built. So any of these houses you see here,
if they have stone foundations, you know they were built in the
’30s.”
The reason the Leglers chose to live and do business in Mission is the same reason they have stayed all these years.
“I like it.” Bob pointed to his map again. “I like it because there
was so much available. There were grocery stores, a JC Penny and
lots of different stores. Mission is connected to every other city,
Lenexa, clear to Olathe, they came here to shop. And it is still connected, it is close to Kansas City, Missouri, it is close to KCI, it a
good size but not too big. It is a good place to live.”

Left: Doris & Bob Legler
Above: Bob Legler’s photography studio opened in 1947 on Nall Avenue
where he began his 50-year career. In that time Bob and his wife Doris
recorded some of the most special moments for countless families.
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a little-known biking treasure in Mission

J

BY KRIS BAKER • PHOTO BY SCOTT FISHMAN

John F. Kennedy once said that “nothing compares to the simple pleasure of riding a bike.” Throughout history, for everyone
from presidents to children, bicycling has been a fun, easy and
healthy past time. Yet, knowing just where to ride can sometimes
be a real uphill battle.
In recent years the city of Mission has been taking steps — not
just spinning wheels —to become a more bicycle friendly community, providing more options for cyclists. One is the Rock Creek
Trail, a 1.67 mile paved trail that extends between Mission’s eastern and western borders.
Sid Arenson has lived in Mission the last 10 years, been an enthusiastic cyclist for over 50 and says he has always had a passion
for anything on two wheels. He enjoys hopping on his bike and
cruising along the Mission trail and wants to see more faces taking
advantage of this amenity.
“In many ways I think the Rock Creek Trail is one of Mission’s
best-kept secrets,” explained Arenson. “The trail runs the entire
length of the city , starting on the southwest side of the Target
store near Metcalf. It’s a great, nicely-paved biking/hiking trail and

is very under-utilized as many people just don’t know it exists.”
From Target the Rock Creek Trail heads east along a green area
that runs behind Target, Hy-Vee and the Motor Vehicle Mission
Office located on Lamar. Then there is a slight jog to the north
with the trail heading east across the city along the south side of
Martway, providing views of the Barn Players Theater, Sylvester
Powell Junior Community Center, City Hall, the newly-renovated
Aquatic Center, the new Mission Farmers Market area, the Mission Bowl, the new Peanut and all the shops on the backside of
the Mission Mart. Rock Creek Trail also provides access to all the
shops along Johnson Drive; the city has installed bike racks in a
number of places throughout the Johnson Drive corridor to allow
bikers to stop here.
“I highly recommend using the Rock Creek Trail whenever possible whether you’re visiting our local merchants or traveling east
across the city heading for other destinations,” Arenson endorsed.
“It’s only a couple of miles long, but it’s a really cool trail.”
Born and raised in Kansas City, Arenson accepted a job in California in 1971. He moved back here in the ’90s and finally settled

Above: Avid biker and Mission resident Sid Arenson bikes along the Rock Creek Trail, which travels in part next to Johnson Drive.
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in Mission in 2006, which he said was like coming home again. He
was immediately attracted to “the small-town feeling and environment of our great little hamlet.” Arenson has biked across the Kansas City area and knows many of the bike trails and less-traveled
routes where automobiles still do not rule, and he began to look
for options in his new home city. With recent developments, he has
been very pleased with the ways to walk and bike through the city.
“I love strolling through downtown Mission and back … Mission
is a very walkable city, especially with the reconstruction of Johnson Drive with wider sidewalks and new crosswalks. There’s always
something new and exciting to check out, new businesses, remodeling activity, sales, antiques — you name it. The redevelopment of
our Johnson Drive corridor is awesome and has totally revitalized
the city.”
If the weather doesn’t cooperate, Arenson says he will slip a
good workout in at the Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community Center.
Like riding a bicycle, the key to keeping balance in life is to stay
moving. Arenson espouses this idea, saying “I truly believe that
the key to longevity is living a healthy lifestyle and staying active,
which is why I’ve always been a continual and strong advocate for
more parks and bike lanes/trails in the city including connections
with regional trails such as the Turkey Creek trail and those in adjacent cities. So there’s just no excuse for being a couch potato in
Mission. Get out there and capitalize on all the great things our
city has to offer while keeping yourself in optimal shape at the
same time.”
For more ways to stay active in Mission visit www.missionks.org.
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