Sunflower Medical Group

Cheering for our
favorites
... and Mission!
KU, K-State, MU, OU — which one is your
Final Four favorite? As a child, my sport was riding
my bicycle from morning ‘til night. As I matured, I
discovered that boys were involved in basketball and
football. So I joined the Wyandotte High School
Pep Club and proudly watched the basketball team
take first in numerous playoffs. Then, by marrying
an athlete and raising two boys, I quickly learned
about Little League, T-ball, football, baseball,
basketball and expensive athletic shoes.
Fast forward to today. My sons both enjoy
their vocations — each earning their living in
sports (working at Oklahoma and Kentucky universities) as I enjoy the amenities of going to college
sports events, NCAA Final Fours and football bowl
games. It has been my privilege to watch our grandchildren as they participate in soccer, baseball, golf,
volleyball and basketball. Whatever your pleasure,
sports is a great tool for learning the basics of life.
We are proud to have Kansas Sampler as one
of our Mission businesses. Founder Peg Liebert
has done an outstanding job supplying us — the
fans — with everything from clothes to drinking
cups, infant attire and BBQ sauce as we root for
our favorite team during the next few weeks.
Are you looking for an hors d’oeuvre to take to
your Final Four party? In preparing for the photo
shoot of this issue, I was fortunate to be among
the tasters of Sandi Russell’s recipes. You will love
them. Baked stuffed olives in a cheese coating —
to die for!
Bishop Miege High School senior Taylor
Billings works with Special Olympics children
and adults; what a great way to help others in
the sports arena. Last but certainly not least, the
Mission Convention and Visitors Bureau turns 10
years old this year. We bring you a look into how this
group has evolved and hope you would like to help
us showcase Mission.
I hope your team wins. If Kentucky and Oklahoma don’t make it to the Final Four this year, I
hope I will be cheering for a Big 12 team. Enjoy!
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Your Car Will Love YOU!

Incredible Savings!

Oil Change

TAX TIME
10, 20 orMission
$
Tire
30 OFF! DISCOUNT 24.95

$

($10 Off Services over $100,
$20 Off services over$200,
or $30 off services over $300.
Excludes Tax.)

On service repairs over
$100, we will deduct the
sales tax.

Brakes, Exhaust, Fluids, Factory
Scheduled Maintenance, Suspension,
Wheel Alignments, Belts, Hoses,
Headlamps, Bulbs and more.

Tires and Oil changes excluded. Not valid with
other offers or on prior purchases. Coupon will
only be honored at time of service.
Expires 4/19/13.

Most cars and trucks. Excludes tires, batteries
and oil changes. Discount taken off of regular
price. Most vehicles. Coupon must be
e
presented at time of purchase. One coupon per
p
pe
total invoice. Not valid w/other offers. Coupon
pon
only honored at time of service. Exp. 4/19/13.
3.

Monday - Friday
7:30am to 6:00pm.
Sat. by appt. only

Most Vehicles. Oil and
Filter Change (up to
5 qts conventional
oil), Courtesy check
including visual brake
check (battery, air filter,
fluid, belts and hoses)

Most cars and trucks. High mileage, synthetic,
synthetic blend oils extra. Some Oil Filters
and Shop Supplies Extra. Plus applicable
ttax.
tax
ax. C
Coupon required at time of purchase. Not
valid
va
alid
a
d with other offers. Coupon only honored
at tim
time
im of service. Expires 4/30/13.

Conveniently located
one block East of
Lamar

6101 Johnson Drive • Mission, KS 66202 • 913.432.9911
Google Mission Tire ad and Check Us Out on Sure Critic!
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NOW OPEN & ENROLLING

Grand Opening!
Serving Children 6 Weeks to 12 Years Old
•
•
•
•

Infant Care: 6 weeks to 24 months
Toddler Care: 2 years to 3 years
Preschool Care: 3 years to 5 years
School Age After School Care: 5 years to 12 years

We structure our curriculum around four key elements of development
to ensure the growth of the whole child: Social, Emotional, Physical
and Intellectual. We are committed to bringing the highest quality early
education and home based environment care to our children and families.

Licensed Care • Experienced Caregivers • Meals Included • Home like setting
Small Group Size • Educational Toys & Activities • Minimal TV Viewing
Drop-ins Welcome • Before/After Hours & Weekend Care
Developmental Skills to Prepare for School

Forever Young Childcare
FREE

Registratio
n plus
1 Free Wee
k of
Tuition!
*Free wee

k may on
enrollmen ly be used on or
after the
t. Over va
5th week
lid throug
of
h April 30
, 2013.

Forever Young Childcare
Daycare & After School Care

(913) 432-3252

5 4 0 4 W. 5 8 TH T ER R ACE, MISSION, KS 66205 | WWW.FO REVERYO U NGC C .C O M
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Local business owner brings people together with her

coffee & party appetizers
By Heather Swan • Photos by Kevin Blayney

S

andi Russell is a people person, so it probably comes as no surprise to those
who know her that Russell and her sister bought a coffee shop in Mission last
year. Now she is focused on giving people a “happy” place to hang out where
she can serve them their cup of joe and maybe a little breakfast.
What those early-morning customers at Twisted Sisters Coffee Shop may not
know is that Russell makes some pretty mean appetizers that have become legendary
among her loved ones. (Russell was kind enough to make some of them for Mission

Besides being co-owner
of Twisted Sisters Coffee
Shop, Sandi Russell is also
known for making tasty
hors d’oeuvres for the
parties she hosts.

6•
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Magazine and is sharing her recipes with
readers in this issue. Feel free to try them
out at your upcoming NCAA men’s basketball tournament party or other special
occasion this spring. More on her appetizers later…)
But first, how does a former museum
operations manager come to co-own a
coffee shop with her sister anyway?

‘Everything was perfect
timing’
Russell was a MOM (museum operations manager) at the Toy & Miniature
Museum of Kansas City for 28 years and
planned to retire at the end of 2012. As a
MOM, Russell’s job included working in
the museum’s store, serving as the store’s
buyer and being responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the museum.
Always in the back of her mind was the
notion of owning her own business someday, while her sister and brother-in-law,
Nancy and Marcus Hansen, also toyed
with the idea of opening a coffee shop.
Then, last spring, an announcement
was made at a Mission Convention and
Visitors Bureau meeting that the owners of Morning Glory Espresso at 5606B
Johnson Drive planned to sell the business. Russell serves on the committee and
the news piqued her interest.
Kathi and Joe Loper had owned Morning Glory for seven years and wanted to
retire, while Russell wanted to be in a
position where she could interact and socialize with people and be in a customer
service role.
“I felt it was a fun place with a lot of
really neat people, and I thought it was
doable,” she said.
Russell and her sister Nancy Hansen
— known in their family as the Blond
Tornado — opened the former Morning
Glory Espresso as Twisted Sisters Coffee

Shop (in keeping with the tornado theme) on Aug. 8. Now,
besides living three blocks apart in Mission, the sisters own
a Mission business together.
They made some changes to the décor. The walls and
accessories (even the Fiesta coffee cups) are in fun colors
like Chrysanthemum Orange, Sassy Green, Lupine Blue and
Exuberant Pink.
“We want it to be a comfortable, friendly place that people can come in, sit down, and enjoy a cup of coffee and a
pastry.”

‘Fresh-ground heaven’
Long before owning a coffee shop, Sandi Russell was
known for her Christmas tree-trimming parties. She strung
the lights and told guests they could eat if they hung one
ornament. That party tradition continued for 21 years, and
her guests always looked forward to her Dried Beef Cheese
Ball and Mango Chutney Spread (from Carole James), both
which can be found on Page 8.
On the day she sent the invitations to her final Christmas
party in 2003, her husband, Jimmie Russell, passed away.
She still held her party that year, but the tradition has since
transitioned to a Halloween tree-trimming party (same concept and same food only with a black tree and Halloweenthemed decorations.)
Coincidentally, Jimmie always described coffee as “freshground heaven.”

What’s in store at Twisted Sisters?
The comfortable atmosphere at Twisted Sisters makes
it a place where groups come in to have meetings, friends
gather to play cards and dominoes, and strangers strike up
conversations.
There are no immediate plans to add Wi-Fi. Russell
wants to keep the coffee shop as a place where people can
socialize, like a “local Cheers.”
The MOM-turned-coffee-shop-owner said she has enjoyed every customer she’s met and described it as being a
“happy place.”
“I feel good when I walk through the door and whatever
happens throughout the day doesn’t ruffle me,” Russell said.
Twisted Sisters Coffee Shop features Roasterie coffee for
its daily brew and espressos; specialty drinks like lattes and
chai lattes; and fruit smoothies. The pastries, which change
daily, are made fresh each morning at Clock Tower Bakery
and Café in Downtown Overland Park. Other breakfast fare
at Twisted Sisters includes steel-cut Irish oatmeal, biscuits
and gravy, breakfast burritos with turkey sausage, and breakfast sandwiches.
In the near future, Russell plans to expand Twisted Sisters’ hours Mondays through Fridays and offer light lunch
items like soups, sandwiches, quiche and salad.
Russell said her new venture doesn’t feel like a job.
“It’s just fun,” she said. “It’s not work. I left work.”
For more information about Twisted Sisters Coffee
Shop, call 913-671-8290.

5917 Beverly
(1 Blk N. of Community Center)

403-9500 • 403-9502 (fax)
www.caseysautorepair.com
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am - 6pm
Sat. by appointment

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Casey’s Auto
Repair

Tires
Brakes
Computer Diagnostics
Electrical
A/C Service
OIl Change (Free Lubes)
Tune-ups

•
•
•
•

Comfortable Waiting Room
Wireless Internet
Big Screen Satellite TV
Walking distance to Mission
shops & restaurants
• Close access to Community Center

ASE Certified
NAPA Car Care Center
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Sandi Russell’s go-to appetizers
Carole James’ Mango Chutney Spread

Dried Beef Cheese Ball

NOTE: Carole’s Mango Chutney will be available for purchase
at Twisted Sisters Coffee Shop. In a pinch, you can also use Major
Grey’s Mango Chutney (available at grocery stores).
• 11 ounces cream cheese
• 3 tablespoons sour cream
• ½ pound bacon, cooked and
crumbled
• ½ box golden raisins
• 1 bunch green onions, chopped

• 2-3 teaspoons curry powder
• 1 can cocktail peanuts
• 1 jar Carole’s Mango Chutney or
Major Grey’s Mango Chutney
• Box of Bremner Wafers or
Carr’s Table Water Crackers

Soften cream cheese with sour cream. Blend cheese mixture
with bacon, raisins, onions, curry powder,
half can of peanuts and half
jar of Carole’s Mango
Chutney. Don’t use a food
processor! Form in a ball
and top with remaining
chutney. Surround
with cocktail peanuts
and serve with
Bremner Wafers or
Carr’s Table Water
Crackers.

•
•
•
•
•

8 ounces cream cheese
1 package dried beef
½ teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1 bunch green onions (use green tops only)
Wheat Thins and Triscuits

Get cream cheese to room temperature. Cut dried beef into
small squares. Chop the tops of the green onions and only
use the green parts. Mix half of the dried beef, half of the
green onions and the Worcestershire sauce into the cream
cheese. Form into a ball. Roll the ball into the remaining green
onions and beef. Serve with Wheat Thins and Triscuits.

Pumpkin Dip

Cheese-Crusted Olives

• 1 can pumpkin (NOT the pie
ﬁlling, which has spices in it)
• 8 ounces cream cheese,
softened
• 2 cups powdered sugar
• 1 teaspoon cinnamon

• ½ teaspoon nutmeg
• ½ teaspoon ginger
• Your choice of gingersnap
cookies, graham cracker sticks
and/or apple slices

Mix powdered sugar with soft cream cheese with mixer until
smooth; add pumpkin. Stir in seasonings and mix well. Serve
with gingersnaps, graham cracker sticks and/or apple slices. The
dip will keep in the refrigerator for up to 5 days.
8•
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• 18 ½ ounces shredded sharp or
extra sharp cheddar cheese
• ½ cup butter, softened
• ½ teaspoon paprika
• 1 ½ cups all-purpose ﬂour

• Jar of green olives (45-60
of any variety; Sandi Russell
uses green olives stuffed with
pimientos)

Allow the cheese to set out to room temperature. In a large
bowl, mix cheese, butter and paprika using a pastry blender.
Gradually mix in flour, first using a pastry blender and then using your hands. Mix until the dough pulls together and then
form a solid ball. The dough should be a smooth but crumbly
texture when pulled apart. Pinch a small piece of dough and
cover all of one olive. Roll gently between your palms to smooth
and seal the olive inside the ball. Repeat for all the olives. Place
in the refrigerator for about 10 minutes to firm up. Bake in a
preheated 375 F oven for 20 to 25 minutes until brown.

University of Kansas Hospital
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‘Mardi Gras
Masquerade’
Saturday, March 2
Sylvester Powell, Jr.
Community Center
Rushton Elementary School is
hosting its 15th annual silent and live
auction on March 2.
Donations are currently being
accepted. Advance tickets may be
purchased up until Feb. 25 for $15
or at the door for $20. The $15 ticket price includes bidding privileges,
dinner and non-alcoholic beverages.
Beer and wine will be available for
purchase.
VIP tables are available for $250.
The tables seat eight and include dinner and unlimited wine and beer.
Please contact Jolie Carrillo-Allen
or Shannon Plueger at
rushtonauction@live.com for any
ticket sales or donations.
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Family
F
il operated
t d ffor over 27 years!!
5818 Johnson Dr • Mission, KS • (Just East of Mission Medvet)

www.firewokmission.com • 913-362-3663

Party room available,
book your next special event here.

Firewok

Duds & Suds

CARRY-OUT Buffet Available
Monday to Friday
Lunch 11am to 2:30pm • Dinner 5pm to 8:30pm

6.59 LUNCH

6.59 LUNCH

$

7.99

$

$
$

OR

DINNER
(Buffet including beverage)

Dine-in only. One Coupon per table.
Not valid with any other offers or
punchcards. Expires 3/22/13 (MM2)

OR

7.99

DINNER
(Buffet including beverage)

Dine-in only. One Coupon per table.
Not valid with any other offers or
punchcards. Expires 4/26/13 (MM2)

913.638.3490

All Kids / All Ages

Located at Lamar & 51st Street • 6300 W 51st St., Mission, KS 66202

Good only at these locations:
1. 3395 Main St
Kansas City, MO 64111
(816) 561-7176
(816) 561-7177 fax

3. 705 SE Melody Ln
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063
(816) 524-5515
(816) 524-7504 fax

2. 5910 Johnson Dr
Mission, KS 66202
(913) 362-7700

4. 3801 S M 291 Hwy
Lee’s Summit, MO 64082
(913) 537-9851

BUY A SMALL
COFFEE & GET 2
DONUTS FREE

BUY ONE DOZEN
DONUTS GET 6
DONUTS FREE

Good at participating locations only.
Must have coupon at time of purchase.
Expires 4/19/13. A donut is anything
with a whole. Specialities not included.

Good at participating locations only.
Must have coupon at time of purchase.
Expires 4/19/13. A donut is anything
with a whole. Specialities not included.

KIDS-IN-TRAINING
6 WEEKS for $69.00

Shogun Martial
Lamars Donuts
Arts Center
©2012 Lamar’s Donuts Inc.
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913-638-3490 Guaranteed Results!
Try our NEW BEGINNER
SHOGUN KARATE PROGRAM
For 6 Weeks and Give your kids
focus and confidence forever!

WWW.SHOGUNMARTIALARTSCENTER.COM
MISSION Your Hometown

G RAND L IQUOR
5431 Johnson Dr • Mission, KS 66205

913.432.4055
TUESDAY SPECIAL
13% OFF Wine /Champagne

Morning Glory
Twisted50%
Sisters
Grand Liquors
OFF
10% OFF
Coffee Shop
G R AND L IQUOR G R AND L IQUOR

EVERYDAY
15% OFF Mix & Match Wine Cases

One Specialty Drink of Your Choice
Limit one coupon per person. Expires 4/19/13.

Have
Perfe a
ct
Twist ly
ed
Day!

Hours:
M-F 6am-noon
Sat 7am-11am

We feature Roasterie Air Roasted coffees for our
daily brews & in all our specialty drinks!
Free 12oz. Coffee Mondays
Steel Cut Oatmeal
Mochas & Macchiatos
Iced & Frozen Drinks ★ Non-coffee Drinks

Now Featuring Pastries
from Clock Tower Bakery

5606 B Johnson Dr. • Mission, KS • 913-671-8290
www.twistedsisterscoffeeshop.com

Wine Purchase

Not valid with pints or half pints. Not valid
with any other offer. Excludes malt
beverages or coolers. Expires 04/30/13.

10% OFF
Spirit Purchase

Not valid on pints, half pints or half gallons.
Not vaild with any other offer. Excludes
malt beverages or coolers. Not valid with
everyday low prices. Expires 04/30/13.

SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME!

Come See Us For All Your Adult Beverage Needs!

1 OFF

$

Mission

Amana Grilling Steak
(Limit 1)

Limit 1 coupon
per customer.
Coupon Expires 3-31-13.
LU40000

Shop your localHy
Mission
Hy-Vee!
Vee
Mission
$ 99
• Open 24 hours, 7 days a week • In-Store Bakery
• Catering for all your needs • Pharmacy
• Beautiful Floral Department • Caribou Coffee
• Sushi made fresh daily • Tortilla Department
Hundreds of Fuel Saver Items

1

HyVee
24 pack
Water:
Spring or
Purified
(Limit 2)

LU40001

Limit 1 coupon per
customer.
Coupon Expires
3-31-13.

6655 Martway • Mission, KS • 913-831-4447 • www.Hy-Vee.com
FEBRUARY / MARCH 2013
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EARLY BIRD SPECIAL FROM 5-7PM:
BUY 1 ENTREE, GET 2ND ENTREE HALF PRICE!

Thai Orchid
Lunch: Mon-Sat 11am-2:30pm
Dinner: Mon-Thurs 5pm-9pm • Fri & Sat 5pm-10pm
Closed Sundays
6504 Martway Street, Mission, KS

913-384-2800

For Dine in Only. Limit one coupon per 2 customers. Not good w/other offers. Exp. 3/30/2013.

MISSION
WINE & SPIRCOUPON
ITS
15% Off Any

ONE Bottle of Wine
OR

10% Off Any

ONE Bottle of Spirits**

**Excludes Every Day Sale Items, Beer, Malt Beverages, Coolers,
Ready To Drinks, 187ml-500ml Wine Singles.
Coupon Expires 4/30/13.

JC’s Speedy Lube
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
2013 is off to a great start!
On January 16th, City Council
approved the final Redevelopment Agreement and financial
partnership with The Gateway
Developers, moving this longawaited project forward. We
anticipate that the $165 million Gateway Development
will be under construction by
June 1st. To help protect our
interests in the development construction,
Council engaged independent contractors
and Johnson County to provide oversight
of the construction and site development.
Over the next several months, Council will
finalize a few of the details remaining in
the Redevelopment Agreement.
This has truly been a community journey and so many people have diligently
worked to make this development a reality. Thank you to all of you whether your
role is as a board or commission member,
a resident or business owner or all of the
above. Your willingness to participate in
the process is what makes city government
such a special place. The City Council,
staff and our development team will continue to work closely with the developer as
construction begins on this exciting project
in our City.
Once completed, the Gateway is expected to add about 450 residents to Mission
and increase our city’s assessed value by
about 10 percent. Confirmed tenants include Walmart, Sprouts Farmer’s Market,
and Toby Keith’s I Love this Bar & Grill.
The Gateway will also feature more than
300 upscale residential apartment units,
several pedestrian amenities and community spaces. As additional tenants are announced, we will update our website with
this new information. Look for construction on the project to begin this spring with
an anticipated completion date of 2015 for
the entire project. Some of the tenants are
currently targeted to open in the fall/win-

Newsletter

ter of 2014. Updated informa- will be completely reconstructed; the portion on The Gateway Project tion between Lamar and Broadmoor will
is available on our website at be milled and overlaid culminating (drum
www.wedigmission.com.
roll, please) with the signalization of the
With the approval of the Broadmoor and Martway intersection. We
Parks & Recreation Retail will work hard to keep everyone informed
Sales Tax by voters last No- of the construction progress and keep the
vember, we are moving for- inconvenience at a minimum. If you have
ward to select a “Design/ questions or concerns about the Martway
Build” team to construct project, please contact Justin Pregont (jprea new Outdoor Municipal gont@missionks.org) or John Belger (jbelgPool. In January, a review er@missionks.org) or call our Public Works
committee consisting of staff and resi- Department at 913-676-8675.
dents reviewed the seven submissions
we received in response to a Request for Sincerely,
Qualifications. The review committee conducted interviews and recommended the
team of Prosser Wilbert Construction, Laura L. McConwell
Inc. to Council for consideration and ap- Mayor
proval. Once a team is confirmed
by Council, we will start design
for our new facility. The goal is to
begin construction in August to
ensure that the new pool will be
open for the 2014 swim season.
We will have opportunities for
public input into the final plans
for our new pool. These sessions
will be posted on our website, or
you can call City Hall at 913-6768350 for meeting times and updates on the project. This new facility will be a wonderful amenity
for our City and I will keep you
updated on our progress throughout the coming year.
As you may have noticed, the
Martway Street Rehabilitation
Project between Woodson and
Broadmoor is now underway. The
work began at the intersection of
Martway and Woodson to replace
the concrete box bridge carrying Rock Creek under the street.
This intersection will be closed for
Mayor McConwell presented City Attorney David Martin
with a plaque honoring his 35 years of service to the City of
several weeks and is anticipated
Mission during the January 16th City Council Meeting.
to reopen in late March. The portion between Woodson and Lamar
FEBRUARY / MARCH 2013
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Prevent Identity Theft

I

dentity theft is the fastest growing crime
in the United States. It is important to
take time to prevent this from happening, instead of spending valuable time and
money trying to restore your good name.
The Mission Police Department offers
some simple tips to help you protect yourself against identity theft:
• Shred financial documents with a cross
cut or confetti shredder before you put
them in the trash. This includes all of
the credit card offers you receive in the
mail as well. Better yet, call 888-5678688 and opt out of receiving these
types of offers through the mail.
• Avoid carrying your Social Security card
with you. Your Social Security number
identifies you nearly everywhere you
go. Most importantly, your Social Security number is what’s used to locate
your credit score. This means that if an
identity thief accesses your Social Security number they may be able to apply
for and receive a wide variety of credit
instruments. These may include credit
cards, car loans and home mortgages,
but can also include any existing accounts you have established.
• Don’t give your personal information
over the phone or Internet. More and

more, the telephone and Internet are
used by identity thieves to obtain your
personal information.
• “Phishing” and “Pharming” are the
terms used to describe the e-mails and
websites that try to trick you into giving
out your personal information. These
e-mails often have the logo of a bank
included and ask that you follow a link
to “update” or “verify” your records
for security purposes. Never follow a
link to provide any information about
yourself.
• Check your credit report. Federal law
requires the three credit reporting agencies to provide you with a copy of your
credit report once a year. Check it thoroughly for accuracy. Look for address
changes or accounts you don’t recognize. You can order your free credit report by mail, phone, or Internet.
By Mail:
Annual Credit Report Request Service
P.O. Box 105281
Atlanta, GA 30348-5281
By Phone:
1-877-322-8228
By Internet:
www.AnnualCreditReport.com

Mission Receives Smart Growth
America’s 2013 Leadership Award

M

ayor Laura McConwell and the
City of Mission were awarded
the Smart Growth America 2013
Leadership Award on February 8th at the
New Partners for Smart Growth Conference held in Kansas City. The award recognizes communities for their focus on
walkability, community development, and
a comprehensive examination of transportation, housing and environmental issues.
The cities of Mission and Lee’s Summit
were the only two communities in the Kansas City metropolitan area recognized for
these efforts.
“These leaders are stellar examples of
how better development strategies can improve communities and economies. It takes
N2
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thoughtful, proactive planning, and both
towns are laying the groundwork for future
success,” stated Geoffrey Anderson, President and CEO of Smart Growth America.
Smart Growth America recognized
Mayor McConwell and the City Mission
for the use of form-based codes in our West
Gateway area, including the replacement
of parking minimums with parking maximums, as well as Mission’s focus on public
transit, green infrastructure, existing neighborhoods, streetscaping along Johnson
Drive, and the redevelopment of the former
Mission Mall site into the Gateway Project.

Help Keep
Mission
Beautiful

I

n winter, the chilly air and dreary
days can prevent us from picking up
trash scattered in our yards and surrounding areas like we might during the
warmer months. Please keep these tips
in mind when placing your trash and
recycling carts at the curb each week:
• Place all solid waste trash in plastic bags, then place the bags into
your cart. Loose items can blow out
when the trash trucks empty them.
• Solid waste trash is defined as
“household garbage, rubbish, and
refuse,” and excludes hazardous
wastes and oversized, bulky items.
• If you have trash bags that won’t fit
in your cart, you can purchase stickers at City Hall for $1.25 each.
• Bulky item pick-up occurs with
your first trash pick-up each month.
Items allowed include small furniture, small appliances, tree trimmings, and brush. Construction or
demolition materials, automobile
parts, tires, and/or hazardous waste
are not acceptable. Contact Deffenbaugh at 913-631-3300 for information on how to dispose of these
items.
• Portable storage containers and
roll-off dumpsters require permits.
These are available at City Hall
from Neighborhood Services Officer Rosalind Johnson, 913-676-8390
or rjohnson@missionks.org.
Remembering these simple tips
helps to keep our neighborhoods free
from debris.

CITY OF MISSION

S

What Can neighborhood
Services offer you?

pring is fast approaching and the
Neighborhood Services Department has a variety of programs
and services to assist Mission residents.
The Community Rebate Program allows
income-eligible residents to apply for a full
rebate of city telephone, electricity, and/or
gas franchise fees, as well as a partial rebate of city property taxes and solid waste
utility fees. Our Mission Possible program
assists homeowners with removal of physical barriers or dilapidated structures, minor exterior repairs, house painting, and
tree trimming. In addition, our partnership
with Habitat for Humanity continues to
help residents with a variety of household
repairs through A Brush with Kindness. The
Neighborhood Grant Program provides up
to $500 annually to eligible neighborhoodbased groups to assist them in building and
preserving community.
The Neighborhood Services Department also works to match volunteers to
community needs through programs such
as: Leaf Busters (on-call volunteers to rake
leaves), Color Crashers (on-call volunteers
to paint houses) and Snow Angels (on-call
volunteers to shovel snow). Volunteers may
sign up online through the Neighborhood
Services page at www.missionks.org.
Neighborhood Services will offer a

Consumer
Protection
unit
dId you KnoW?
olice officers often respond to
questions or calls for service regarding issues that are considered civil matters. Some of these complaints include charitable solicitations,
door to door sales, and contractor
fraud. The citizens of Johnson County
are very fortunate to have a unit at the
Johnson County District Attorney’s Office that investigates these types of complaints. The Consumer Protection Unit
of the District Attorney’s Office reviews
many different types of scams and other
consumer-related issues, and can often
bring relief to victims of the scammers.
Sometimes criminal complaints are
brought against the violators as well. If
you have questions or feel like you have
been the victim of a consumer-related
scam, you can contact the Consumer
Protection Hotline at 913-715-3003. For
more information, please visit http://
da.jocogov.org and select the menu option “Consumer-Protection.”

P
variety of other services throughout the
year. Our Community Garden still has a
few plots available (free of charge). The
garden opens in March so please call soon
for more details or to reserve your plot. We
will also be offering several educational/
informational seminars in 2013 and are excited about the recycling event in April (see
magazine back cover for more details).
If you think you could benefit from any
of our programs or services, please contact
Neighborhood Services for more information or assistance in submitting an application. You can reach Neighborhood Services
Officer Rosalind Johnson at 913-676-8390
or via e-mail at rjohnson@missionks.org.
You may also find more information on our
City website at www.missionks.org.

eMeRALd ASH BoReR ALeRT

Y

our Mission Tree Board encourages
you to keep close watch on your
ash trees as the landscape buds this
spring. Ash is the third most abundant tree
species in Kansas forests and woodlands
by volume, and reports of the devastating Emerald Ash Borer are on the rise.
The I-Tree Eco project 2010 documented
6.2 million ash trees in the Kansas City
Metro area, with 3 million of those trees
in residential areas. The killer Emerald Ash
Borer has been found not far from Mission, both in Missouri and more recently in
Kansas at Wyandotte County Lake. Kansas is the 18th state to have a confirmed

infestation of the Emerald Ash Borer. The
½ inch long metallic green beetle tunnels
under the bark and has destroyed millions
of ash trees in at least 15 states during the
past decade.
You can help stop the spread of this
devastating insect:
• Buy Local/Burn Local. Avoid transporting firewood into or out of our
local area. Know your sources for firewood. A federal quarantine is in place
to prevent movement of potentially
contaminated wood products and nursery stock out of Wyandotte County.
• Consult a certified arborist to remove

dead or damaged ash trees from your
property.
To learn more about ash tree awareness
and the Emerald Ash Borer, visit the City
of Mission’s website at www.missionks.
org. Additional information and tips to
save you money and help you avoid hiring
the wrong tree removal company are also
available at http://kansasarborist.com and
http://www.isa-arbor.com.
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Martway Street Rehabilitation
Project is Underway

T

he City of Mission is
pleased to announce that
the Martway Rehabilitation Project is now under construction. This major street rehabilitation, from Broadmoor
to Woodson, includes:
• Replacement of the box
bridge under the Martway/
Woodson intersection
• Full depth street replacement (Woodson to Lamar)
• Surface asphalt replacement
(mill & overlay) between
Lamar and Broadmoor
• Installation of a new traffic signal at the Martway/
Broadmoor intersection
• Removal of the traffic signal at the Martway/Woodson intersection
• Installation of new LED

street lights from Broadmoor to Woodson
Following a competitive
bidding process, Amino Brothers Construction was selected
as the contractor, and construction began in February.
The project will be finished
this fall. Watch carefully for
street and intersection closures
throughout construction.
Project-related expenses are
expected to total $3.55 million,
with the City leveraging funds
from the federal government
($1.2 million) and the Johnson County CARS Program
($850,000). Visit www.wedigmission.com or follow the City
of Mission on Facebook to
stay informed of the project’s
progress.

MISSION CITY HALL

6090 Woodson Road, Mission, Kansas 66202
Open Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Phone: 913-676-8350 • Fax: 913-722-1415 • www.missionks.org
Community Development CommitteE Meetings
1st Wednesday every month, 6:30 p.m.
Finance & Administration Committee Meetings
2nd Wednesday every month, 6:30 p.m.
Council Meetings
3rd Wednesday every month, 7:00 p.m.
Council Work Sessions
4th Wednesday every month, 7:00 p.m.
All meetings are open to the public. For meeting locations
please check the website at www.missionks.org.

Parks & Recreation Department
Wins BlueCHIP Award

O

n Tuesday, January
29th,
the
Mission
Parks and Recreation Department received the
BlueCHIP Award from BlueCross BlueShield of Kansas
and the Kansas Recreation and
Park Association. BlueCHIP is
a community health improvement program that recognizes
and rewards Kansas communities who encourage and support healthy lifestyles through
programs, initiatives, policies
and/or community-wide events.
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Mission’s Parks and Recreation Department was recognized for the Biggest Weight
Loss Challenge program that
has been offered since 2010.
Currently in its 5th season, 281
individuals have participated
in the challenge, losing a combined total of 3,683 pounds.
Mission Parks and Recreation Commission Chair Mark
Raduziner and several members of the department staff
received the award on behalf
of the City.

City Council
Mayor Laura L. McConwell.................................913-722-2670
City Hall Office.....................................................913-676-8355
Councilmembers Ward I
Lawrence Andre....................................................913-638-9000
Pat Quinn.............................................................913-927-8511
Councilmembers Ward II
Amy Miller...........................................................913-677-0169
Will Vandenberg...................................................913-424-4357
Councilmembers Ward III
Jennifer Cowdry....................................................913-384-1263
Debbie Kring........................................................913-722-6901
Councilmembers Ward IV
Suzanne Gibbs......................................................913-671-8564
David Shepherd....................................................913-671-8521

Lora’s
ALTERATIONS
Formerly with I. Goodman Tailoring in Mission for 15 years

Grand Opening Special!

10% OFF

Schlotsky’s Mission

Lora’s Alterations
Your alterations
with this ad.
Exp. 4-19-13.

Over 35 years experience in
alterations & repair!

Services include: Mens & Ladies Alterations and Repair
~ Replace Lining and Zipper ~ Leather and Fur Work
~ Bridal and Formal Wear

Walk-Ins Welcome
or Call For Appt.

913-831-1111
5411 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS
(Just a couple doors down
from Lucky Brewgrille)
CASH OR CHECKS ONLY. NO CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED.

WE CAN HELP!

Mission Tax, LLC
Our mission is your success!
6005 Johnson Drive, Suite E, Mission, KS 66202

Mission Tax, LLC

913-722-2000

e-mail: jessica@missiontaxkc.com
www.missiontaxkc.com

•
•
•
•
•

Electronic Filing & Direct Deposit
Estate Tax Planning
Tax Planning Strategies
Small Business Consulting
Quarterly & Annual Payroll
Services
• Monthly Bookkeeping

$25 OFF

$50 OFF

Individual Tax Preparation

Business Tax Preparation

Mission Tax, LLC

Mission Tax, LLC

Our mission is your success!

913.722.2000

Cannot be combined w/any other offer. Expires 4/19/2013.

Our mission is your success!

913.722.2000

Cannot be combined w/any other offer. Expires 4/19/2013.
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Come in for
any of our great
daily food or drink specials
like $2.50 Margarita Mondays!

?
C.
K.

u
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The Best Sa
d
e
i
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Tr

Celebrating 10 years of service!
Mon. - Sat. 11am-9pm • Closed Sundays
www.salsagrillks.com

FREE LARGE
CHEESE DIP

Salsa Grill
With purchase of one lunch or dinner entree.
*Limit 1 Coupon. Not valid on specials
or take outs. Expires 3/31/2013.

$

2 OFF

UPS GROUND
SHIPPING

5 OFF

$

UPS AIR
SERVICE

Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 4/19/13.

Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 4/19/13.

B/W COPIES

COLOR COPIES

Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 4/19/13.

Not valid with any other
offer. Expires 4/19/13.

UPS
Store
3¢
29¢
Mission

8 1/2 x 11, 20# White
Paper, Single-Sided

8 1/2 x 11, 28# White
Paper, Single-Sided

5400 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS 66205

(913) 722-1146

www.theupsstorelocal.com/2923
Email your print jobs to: store2923@theupsstore.com

6508 Martway • (913) 362-4921
Located 1/2 Block West Of Martway & Lamar.
(Across From The Joco License Plate Bureau)

McDonaldsMission

Mail Boxes, Etc., Inc. is a UPS® company. The UPS Store® locations are independently owned and operated
by franchisees of Mail Boxes, Etc., Inc. in the USA and by its master licensee and its franchisees in Canada.
Services, pricing and hours of operation may vary by location. Copyright © 2011 Mail Boxes, Etc., Inc.

Silver Hangers
ANY GARMENT
DRY CLEANED
& PRESSED

Prepaid when you present this coupon. Excludes
comforters, draperies & winter coats.
Coupon expires 4/19/13.
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MEN’S DRESS
SHIRTS
(LAUNDRY)

Prepaid when you present this coupon.
Coupon expires 4/19/13.

BUY A REGULAR PASTA,
GET A REGULAR PASTA

BUY A 8” COLD SANDWICH,
GET A 8” COLD SANDWICH,

FREE
FREE
Mr.
Goodcents
WITH THE PURCHASE OF A DRINK

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A DRINK

Dine in/Carry-Out Only. Not valid with any
other offer. One coupon per visit.
Expires 3/22/13.

Dine in/Carry-Out Only. Not valid with any
other offer. One coupon per visit.
Expires 3/22/13.

6250 JOHNSON DR.
MISSION, KS

WE CATER
& DELIVER! 913.722.6454
FAX 913.722.3045

ORDER ONLINE AT MRGOODCENTS.COM

5960 Barkley St. Mission, KS 66202

913-236-6886

HOURS: Mon-Sat 8-7 • Sun 8-5

www.diamondfinishwash.com
EXTERIOR ONLY SPECIAL

5

$

Reg. $7

Basic Exterior Wash includes: Towel dry and door jams wiped
down. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/19/13.

FULL SERVICE SPECIAL

Diamond
% FinOFF
50
ish Car Wash
Superior Diamond Wash

Includes basic full service wash, plus wheel cleaner, white wall scrub,
underbody wash, clearcoat protectant, triple clearcoat polish, tire dressing
& machine mat cleaning. Additional charge for larger vehicles. Over-sized
charge may apply. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 4/19/13.

HAND WAX

10 OFF

$

Tipsy Liquors

Reg. $49.95

Includes a hand wax. Additional Charge for larger vehicles.
Over-sized charge may apply. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 4/19/13.

DIAMOND 1 PROFESSIONAL DETAIL

10% Off

Wine & Spirits

Some restrictions. Does
not apply to the sale of
any beer. Exp. 4/19/13.

6840 Johnson Drive • 913-262-9898

25% OFF

Any
Professional
Detail

Complete interior shampoo, all floor mats, carpeting, upholstered seats,
or clean & conditions leather seats. All interior vinyl is cleaned &
conditioned. See cashier for more details. Over-sized charge may apply.
Not valid with any other offers. Exp. 4/19/13.
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Giving back is a way of life
for Mission teenager
Bishop Miege senior Taylor Billings has assisted a wide variety of
organizations and people through his community service

Taylor Billings, a senior at
Bishop Miege High School and
a Mission resident, has tallied
a large sum of community
service hours during his high
school career, including an
Eagle Project, two mission
trips and coaching for Special
Olympics.
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BY HEATHER SWAN • PHoto By Kevin Blayney

T

aylor Billings has a good habit. If someone needs
help, he pitches in. If there’s a mission trip in the
works, he’s packing his bags. That’s just the way
it is for this Bishop Miege High School senior and Mission resident who has given back to his community by
accumulating a hefty amount of volunteer service hours
in the past four years.
All Miege students are required to complete 80 hours
of community service to graduate. When his academic
career at Miege is all said and done this spring, Billings
estimates his community service total will be in the range
of 250 to 300 hours.
This may seem like a lot of time, but lending a helping hand is just a way of life for this 18-year-old.
“I feel like you should give back to where you come
from,” Billings said of his community service. “I feel like
it’s your obligation, and I personally like it. I don’t feel
like it’s something I’m pushed into doing.”
Billings’ volunteer efforts have taken him outside the
Kansas City area on a couple occasions. As they have
done many times in the past, the National Relief Network called Miege to organize a spur-of-the-moment
trip to Joplin, Mo., after the tornado in 2011. Billings
went along and ended up helping a woman repair her
home; the team of volunteers he worked with gave the
home a new roof, deck, windows, sliding door and railing for the front porch. He also took the Miege-sponsored mission trip to West Virginia over spring break in
2012 and helped to build a more stable foundation for a
family’s trailer home so it wouldn’t have to sit on cinder
blocks.
“They are fun, and we get to help someone out,”
Billings said, of the mission trips.
These two construction experiences also came in
handy when Billings embarked on community service
here at home: his Eagle Project. He had discovered that
Benilde Hall, a Kansas City, Mo., organization that provides transitional housing and substance abuse treatment
to indigent homeless men, needed additional shed space

to house their lawnmowers. Billings led the effort to get donations and volunteers to build the shed from scratch, a process that
took about eight months in 2012.
Roy Riffe, director of development for Benilde Hall, said Billings did a “fantastic job” in getting the 10-foot-by-6-foot shed
built. Benilde Services sponsors a transitional jobs program that
allows the organization’s men (about 60 percent of whom are veterans) to work and earn money. The shed allowed Benilde Hall to
move lawnmowers out of their garage, which then freed up space
so a couple jobs could be created for men in the program to work
on small engines.
“The shed is valuable to us and valuable to the men who get
to work in the garage,” Riffe said. “...We needed it badly. We are a
nonprofit organization, and money is always an issue. Getting the
money to build this was going to be a struggle. For that young
man to do that, it was really a blessing for us.”
Riffe thanked Billings for his service to Benilde Hall by presenting him a plaque at a Boy Scout Troop 998 meeting.
“Taylor is a good representation of our students who take the
initiative, see what needs to be done and do it,” said Susan Tremonti, vice president of development at Bishop Miege High School.
Tremonti also pointed out that Billings has completed a wide
variety of volunteer work during his high school career — not just
for one organization.

Besides the mission trips and Eagle project, Billings has participated in One Homeless Night at Miege (spending the night outside to raise funds and awareness for youth homelessness); helped
out at St. Ann Catholic School (his alma mater); and coached
basketball, softball and floor hockey for Special Olympics for the
past 1 ½ years.
His work with the Special Olympics kids and adults allows him
to incorporate his own love for sports and work with the Special
Olympians, who are “kind-hearted in every way,” he said.
Billings’ sports participation includes being in a Catholic Youth
Organization (CYO) basketball league, playing football for Miege
for three years before becoming a manager his senior year, running cross country this year, and being a middle distance runner
for the Miege track team for three years (and will probably do so
again this spring). He has lettered in track and gone to state in the
4 x 800 meter relay during his previous three years in high school
and has earned a 3.87 GPA in the classroom.
In his “spare time,” Billings like to shoot hoops on his Mission
driveway and eat at Chipotle.
“He’s a great kid,” said his mom, Holly Taylor. “His room
is messy, but he gets good grades. He talks back a little, but he
always ends up doing what I say. I feel like I’m blessed.”
Billings currently plans to attend the University of Kansas in the
fall and major in physical therapy with a minor in sports psychology.

A Fabulous
Find

Dr Thomas
100 OFF
Shortell
Boost
Whitening

Home Décor, Vintage Clothing, Jewelry, Collectibles

$

Thomas Shortell, DDS
5930 Roe Ave, Ste. 200, Mission, KS 66205
(913) 432-8700
www.drshortell.com

5330 Martway • Mission Kansas 66205

913.722.7788

sharon@afabfind.com •www.afabfind.com
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Mission Pet50Mart
State Bird Feeders

• Fresh, Marine and Tropical Fish

has moved into
Mission Pet Mart

• Puppies • Small Animals
• Birds • Reptiles • All Natural Pet Food
• Complete Line of Pet Supplies
• Doggy Daycare • Boarding • Grooming

Come say hello to Wendy!
2 blocks west on Martway

6900 Martway Street • Mission, Kansas 66202 • 913-236-PETS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BAR!
Day Drinkers Unite!
• 12 HD Flatscreen TVs • Darts • Shuﬄeboard & Foosball
• New Menu - Now Open for Lunch
• New COVERED Patio • Party Room Available
• New Hours: Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 3pm-2am
• Happy Hour EVERY DAY 3-6pm

Sully’s Pub

Live Trivia with
Geeks Who Drink
Every Tuesday
from 7-9pm
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“Best New Business of 2012”

—NEJOCO Chamber

5436 Johnson Drive
Mission, KS 66205
(913) 403-9777
www.sullyskc.com
Open EVERYDAY

Dr Thomas Shortell

Serving commuters for over 20 years...
Save money and ride The JO
How much can YOU save? Go to http://thejo.com/riders/cost.shtml
Text while riding or read a good book!

Getting you there
is our BUSiness!
www.thejo.com

Johnson County Transit

Routes serving
Mission:
546, 556/856 FLEX,
660, 661, 667, 672
To plan your JO trip log onto:

Call or e-mail and mention the “Mission Ad”
to receive your FREE RIDE aboard The JO!
913-715-8366 or cris.lowe@jocogov.org

WWW.THEJO.COM
and click on Google Trip Planner

or call 816.221.0660
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Mission Convention and Visitors Bureau
committee members include, front row from
left, Karen Laughton, Arrica Acree, Leslie
Herring, Cathy York and Rebecca Simkins;
second row, Ann Grace, Jose Ramirez, Sharon
Miller, Cale Herring and Deborah Rushing;
third row, Kathy Lockard, Celia Dalton, Sandi
Russell, Cathy Casey and Suzie Gibbs; and
fourth row, Christy Humerickhouse, Bill
McCrea, Lynn Kring, Carl Casey and Dale
Warman. Not pictured are Chad Owens, Capt.
Ben Hadley, Jo Mitchell and Lt. Kirk Lane.
Photo by Ben McCall

A decade of showcasing

what Mission has to offer
Mission Convention and Visitors Bureau celebrating its
10th anniversary this year
By Heather Swan
The Mission Convention and Visitors Bureau has always been a work in progress, growing
and evolving over time. But its goal has remained the same: to bring more people into the city
in order to showcase what Mission has to offer.
In 2013, the organization is reaching a milestone — its 10th anniversary. What started out
as the Mission Business Development Committee in 2003 (with eight members and one event)
is now the Mission Convention and Visitors Bureau (MCVB). This is a working committee of
20-plus members that plans and sponsors the Mission Family Festival, the Arts & Eats Festival/
Battle of the Brisket State Championship, Evening with the Arts (the Mission Arts Council
falls under the umbrella of the MCVB) and Holiday Lights and Festive Sights. In addition, the
MCVB adopts families at Thanksgiving and Christmas, giving them food and gifts.
The organization got its start when Target was looking to build in Mission in 2001. At that
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time, the City Council committed to using the tax revenue generated by the store in its first year
to pay for structural improvements
to existing businesses in Mission.
Also, during a public forum, business owners indicated they wanted
more events that would bring
people to the city. In 2009, after
almost six years of hosting events
and helping in the revitalization
and redevelopment of the Mission business district, the Mission
Business Development Committee
changed its name to the Mission
Convention and Visitors Bureau.
“It (the MCVB) fosters good
relationships with businesses,” said
Suzie Gibbs, chairperson of the
Mission Convention and Visitors
Bureau. “It brings people to Mission who may not ordinarily shop
here.”
One example is the two-day
Battle of the Brisket State Championship, which is held every September. This barbecue contest started
with eight teams its first year and
has grown into a competition that
featured 65 teams in 2012. That
translates into a lot of out-of-town
faces, which include the members
of those 65 teams in addition to
the friends, family members and
sponsors they invite to the Friday
night party most competitors host
in their booth.
For example, Gibbs said, Mission business AnswerPro Limited
has moved its annual company party to the Battle of the Brisket State

Championship and sends about 1,000 invitations to customers, employees, vendors, city employees and the Northeast
Johnson County Chamber of Commerce each year. This
booth alone draws hundreds of people to Mission on the day
before the competition.
While the Arts & Eats Festival/Battle of the Brisket State
Championship is the MCVB’s signature event, the Mission
Family Festival is its longest running one. That event began
as a cattle drive up Johnson Drive before growing into Spirit
of Mission Days and now the Mission Family Festival. (See
the bulletin board on Page 11 for the dates of this year’s
festival.)
One of the highlights of the Mission Family Festival is the
parade, which once again draws people into the city (both
those who are participating in the parade and others who
are just watching) while giving exposure to local businesses.
“I think we’ve done a great job,” said Gibbs, of the events.
“We have an awesome, hard-working committee comprised
of a wide variety of people, including Mission business owners and merchants, parents, residents, a representative from
the Northeast Johnson County Chamber of Commerce, a
Shawnee Mission North High School senior, Mission police
officers and city staff.”
Bill McCrea, a Mission resident and one of the original
members of the committee, remembers the early days when
committee members had to do everything themselves on the
day of the events, like setting up stages, tents and tables, and
then taking them all down again after the event was over.
“We’ve had some really good events, and I think it’s been
good for Mission,” he said.
Carl Casey, owner of Casey’s Auto Repair, said his involvement in the MCVB is a way for his small business to
get involved and give back to the people who support his
business.
“This community has been very good to us,” he said.
Carl’s wife, Cathy, also a member of the committee, said
it’s fun to “watch people have a great time and know you
were a part of it.”
Jose Ramirez, owner of Moss Printing, said he enjoys the
marketing aspects of serving on the MCVB committee and
hopes the events draw people into the community, including
those who are considering opening a business in Mission.
“I like this little city,” he said. “I like the people in it.”
Dale Warman, who represents the Northeast Johnson
County Chamber of Commerce on the MCVB, describes the
committee’s events as “first-class.”
“Everyone does their job and there’s no hidden agenda,”
he said. “It’s all to promote and ensure the residents have
quality events.”
The Mission Convention and Visitors Bureau is always looking for more volunteers, and ideas and suggestions on how its
events can be improved. Email Suzie Gibbs at sgibbs@missionks.
org or call 913-671-8564.

The Mission Convention and Visitors Bureau honored committee member Deborah
Rushing, center, with its 2012 “Distinguished Service Award.” Rushing was selected
by her fellow MCVB members for her dedication and volunteer efforts on behalf of
the bureau. Rushing is pictured with Mission Mayor Laura McConwell, left, and Suzie
Gibbs, MCVB chairperson, right.
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6009 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS
Two blocks east of Lamar
www.vintagemissionkc.com
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LUCKY BREWGRILLE
The meeting place in Mission!

27 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

All Weather Window &
Doors
SALE

FREE INSTALLATION
on any installed product OR

12 MONTHS
NO INTEREST FINANCING
exp. 4/19/13

25% Off Blown Attic Insulation
See store for details.

Featured Products:

Lucky’s Brewgrille

• Visit our large shaded patio!
• Join Us For Our New Happy Hour...
Food & Drink Specials!
• Live Jazz Friday Nights 6-9pm with
the Ron Carlson Jazz Trio
COFFEE SHOP
Opens at 7am
Breakfast Sandwiches

Open 7 Days a Week
11am to 10pm
Now Open 9am on Sundays

BRUNCH SERVED
Saturday 11am to 2pm
Sunday 9am to 2pm

• Andersen Windows & Patio Doors
• SilverLine Vinyl Windows & Doors
• Therma Tru Entry Door Systems
• CertainTeed Fiber Cement Siding
• Alside Vinyl Siding Products
• Cellulose Attic Insulation

www.AllWeatherKC.com • 913.262.4380
Schedule an appointment on-line

Please visit our showroom:
Mon-Fri. 8am - 6pm, Sat. 9am - 3pm
5410 Johnson Dr., Mission, KS (One Block East of Nall)

Restaurant • Bar • Patio

913-403-8571 • www.luckybrewgrille.com

5401 Johnson Drive • Mission, KS 66205

SATURDAY St. Louis Slab $15.95 | SUNDAY BabyBack Slab $16.95 | Monday B. E. Platter $9.95
Tuesday Buckabone Tuesday | Wednesday Jumbo Sandwich + Side + Foundation Drink $7.95
Thursday 1/2 Baby Back Platter $11.95 | Friday 1/2 St. Louis Slab Platter $11.95

Bob-BE-Que
Shack
It’s just another party!
On tap: Freestate, Boulevard,

Tall Grass and Mother’s

PATIO catering &
special events
SEATING FOR 80-100

Live music coming soon!

Join Kelsey for all your
favorite games or just fun

RJ’s
PATIO

St. patrick’s day
celebration
Sunday March 17th

big 12 tournament
March 13-16th

March madness
Championship games
Royals Opening Day April 8th

country breakfast
on easter

5835 Lamar Avenue | Mission, Kansas 66202 | 913-262-7300
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www.rjsbbq.com

Ruth Burke - Shawnee Msn Medical

Do you want to root, root, root for the home team?

Kansas Sampler can help
Spring brings NCAA basketball tournament, baseball
opening day and shoppers to this Mission store
By Heather Swan • Photo by Kevin Blayney
If you think bringing Kansas, Kansas State and Missouri fans together
would require the work of a mediator or the United Nations, think again. You
only need to go to Kansas Sampler in Mission to see Jayhawks, Wildcats and
Tigers — and their fans — existing harmoniously.
And, speaking of the United Nations, the Mission Kansas Sampler store
regularly draws visitors from outside the United States. For example, during
a recent week, the Mission store had shoppers from Japan and France who
wanted to stock up on local team apparel.
“We get a lot of regulars and a lot of out-of-towners,” said Rachel Williams,
manager of the Mission Kansas Sampler at 6858 Johnson Drive.
Kansas Sampler has earned its reputation for being the go-to spot when
fans are looking for clothing and other items to show their allegiance to local college teams in addition to the Royals, Chiefs and Sporting Kansas City.
(Spring is especially busy, with shoppers looking to outfit themselves before the
NCAA basketball tournament and the beginning of the professional baseball
and soccer seasons along with buying gifts for upcoming high school and college graduations.)
But the company didn’t start out like this. It began in the kitchen of founder Peg Liebert as a mail-order catalog business. Liebert’s early merchandise
included products from Kansas and Kansas-related souvenirs.

The Mission Kansas Sampler store attracts local shoppers and people from around the world who
want to buy area team merchandise and other Kansas-related gifts. Pictured are Rachel Williams, left,
manager of the store, and Kelly Ashwill, assistant manager.
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Liebert opened her first Kansas Sampler
store in 1989, and one of the first five locations was in the former Mission Center Mall
before moving to its current spot on Johnson
Drive.
“We had built up a great customer base
in the mall location and wanted to stay close
by,” she said. “We also needed a little bit bigger location. Since we moved to our current
Mission location, we’ve actually expanded
the store twice.
“...We like our location in Mission and
plan on staying there. The Mission store is a
good fit for us because it’s well-located and
the city has always been very supportive of
us.”
This family-owned company now has 18
stores in Kansas, Missouri and the DallasFort Worth, Texas, area. Outside of Kansas,
the store is called Rally House.
Peg and her husband, Tim, are still involved in a consultative role; their son, Aaron Liebert, has taken over as president and
CEO.
Over the years, Kansas Sampler has maintained its identity as a gift shop, but its focus
on sports apparel has grown over time. When
the University of Kansas reached the men’s
basketball Final Four in 1991, many customers thought of Kansas Sampler and were calling for KU clothing and accessories.
“The successful seasons of all our regional schools, especially KU, has allowed us to
continue to grow as a company,” Peg Liebert
said. “Our Mission location has been very
critical to our success. The Kansas Sampler in
Mission gives our customers another location
to find their unique gifts, merchandise and
apparel for their favorite team.”
If you would like more information about
Kansas Sampler, call the Mission store at 913432-3355.
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